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SER MON X. 


Tne character of Jeſus as the Meſſiah. 


Mar. xxvii. 54. 


Truly this was the Son of God. 


Such is the conſtitution of the human 
mind, that it loves to contemplate things 
grand and ſublime, in whatever parts of 
nature, or art, they are to be found: 
this is more eſpecially the caſe with re- 
ſpect to the characters of mankind, the 
contemplation of which, forms one of the 
moſt entertaining and uſeful branches of 
ſtudy in which we can engage. In the 
enquiry, our curioſity is excited and ſa- 
tished, our pride kept conſtantly awake by 
the ſecret thought, that we may equal the 
greatneſs of the character we admire ; and 
our ambition is called forth to endeavour, 
if not to ſurpaſs, to imitate it. 
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4 SERMON X. 
The characters which hiſtory in gene- 


ral holds forth to our view, are of men 
formed with like paſſions as ourſelves ; 
who, while they have diſplayed virtues that 
adorn and recommend human nature, 
have at the ſame time given inſtances of 
its imperfections, in ſome of thoſe vices 
which molt diſhonour and debaſe it. 


At preſent we are to exhibit, and con- 
template a character, dignified by every 
virtue, and unſullied by any vice. A 
character now preſents itſelf, void of all hu- 
man imperfection; uſhered into this world, 
though in obſcurity, yet with divine atteſ- 
tations; upon whom heaven beamed its 
approving glory, and to whoſe authority 
the eternal Deity hath ſet his ſeal. 


Though it muſt be confeſſed, that 
great talents and abilities are neceſlary to 
do full juſtice in the repreſentation of this 
ſo great an original; yet let the impor- 
tance and arduouſneſs of the work, plead 
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SERMON X. 5 


in favour of the attempt, and obtain a 
pardon for a failure in the execution of it. 


Not that it is my deſign to draw the 
great and exalted character of Jeſus, in 
all the dignity of virtue in which he really 
appeared on earth — not to deſcribe with 
what humility he ſuſtained the greateſt 
character this ſyſtem ever beheld ; noi 
how he veiled the celeſtial glories of Eis 
exalted nature, with the aſſumed garment 
of mortal fleſh. — I will not attempt to 
paint that benevolence of countenance, 
which the Saviour could not but diſcover, 
when he exerted his miraculous powers 
and perſuaſions, to relieve the diſtreſſes, 
or correct the prejudices of mankind. — 1 
will not preſume to tay thus ated —and 
thus looked Jeſus, when he raiſed the 
widow's ſon, when he reſtored Lazarus 
to life, when he fed the multitude, or re- 
buked the Pharaſees. — Vain were the at- 
tempt to deſcribe, in proper language, the 
reſplendent glories that ſhone around the 

A3 


6 SERMON K. 


Saviour at his transfguration ; or what 
effects the anguiſh of his ſoul produced 
during his agony in the garden, or his 
15 ſuſpenſion on the croſs. Nor preſume I 
| to ſay, with what majeſty Jeſus brake 
| from the chambers of death; or with what 
| dignity and glory he aſcended to heaven. 
9 

| 


Ml | — My intention is, to bring into one 
| i . . .F 
point of view, all the great and inte- 
| | reſting events, all the miraculous traits 
1 | 


that lead to the illuſtration of the divi- [i 
nity, greatneſs, and glory of Jeſus; in 
it proof of the wiſdom of God in the diſpen- 
i ſations of his providence, and the autho- 


rity and divine original of our moſt holy 
[ religion. 


Known unto God are all his works 
from the beginning of time, —His wiſ- 
dom will ſuit his diſpenſations to the 
{tate of mankind; and produce the 
moiſt ſalutary effects by the beſt adapt- 
ed means. From the beginning of time, 
God has never left himſelf without wit- 
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SERMON X. 7 


neſs to the children of men; and, from 
the earlieſt ages, mankind have enjoyed 
revelations of the divine will; and the 
knowledge of God, and his perfections, 
has been communicated to them, not only 
by thoſe works of his, that evidently de- 
clare his being and attributes, but by the 
immediate word of God himſelf. —In the 
infant ſtate of the world, men had ſuch 
revelations, as were ſuited to the ſmall im- 
provements they had made; in ſucceeding 
ages, they received inſtructions as they 
were able to bear them.— All the diſpen- 
ſations of God, being guided by conſum- 
mate wiſdom, and all tending to one im- 

portant end, the happineſs of his intclli- 

gent creatures, mult neceſſarily have one 

uniform, unalterable deſign; to promote 

which, each part of the divine admini— 

{tration muſt conſpire: ſo that we can- 

not ſuppoſe the Deity to form any de- 

ſign, which in the courſe of things 
{hould be fruſtrated ; and then be obliged 

to make unexpected alterations in the diſ- 
A4 
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penſations of his providence, to rectiſy 
thoſe diſorders which have been intro- 
duced. For inſtance, it were abſurd 
to imagine, that mankind were originally 
created with powers and capacities that 
would enable them to practiſe thoſe du- 
ties that reſulted from their fituation, 
with a poſſibility of their violating theſe, 
and that, upon ſuch tranſgreſſion, the 
whole icheme of providential wiſdom, re- 
lative to human affairs, muſt be altered, 
and the moral government of God be fo 
diſturbed, that it ſhall require new modu- 
lation, —If this were the caſc, no con- 
ſiſtent ſcheme of providence could be 
maintained. Nothing can ſupport the or- 
der and regularity of the infinite domi- 
nion of God, but the concurrence of 
events ſo ordered, as to produce the ſame 
general deſign. The reaſon holds equally 
good, reſpecting this or any other app- 
rently diſtinct ſyſtem. For the regulation 
of human affairs, the adjuſtment of thoſe 
things that relate to this world, in orde: 
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SERMOUNx, 9 
to ſupport the equity and juſtice of the 


adminiſtration, require nothing leſs than 
the infinite wiſdom of God, which muſt 
ſo direct all events, that, fo far from any 
thing happening to counteract, controul, 
or alter his deſigns, every thing ſhall con- 
ſpire to accomplifh them. It is the eſ- 
ſential idea of wiſdom, that it accommo- 
date the means. to the end to be pro- 
moted ; ſo that, to judge of the wiſdom of 
God in any part of the divine admini- 
ſtration, every thing muſt be taken into 
the account; and the nature of thoſe 
things properly attended to, which are the 
ſubjects of the wil: diſpoſals of God, — 
Apply but this reaſoning to mankind at 
large, and the diſpenſations of God relative 
to human affairs, and we ſhall plainly per- 
cerve, that, in all ages of the world, there 
muſt have been the deſign of a perfect 
revelation of the divine will : that no al- 
terations have taken place in the courſe 
of things, but what aroſe from the gra- 
dual advances that mankind made towards 
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that ſtate of the world, in which ſuch al- 
terations, by divine appointment, were to 
take place. Nor would it be a very diffi- 
cult taſk, to aſſign ſatisfactory reaſons, to 
prove the propriety of the time when the 
different diſpenſations of God commenced ; 
and how they are all wiſely deſigned to 
introduce that perfect ſcheme which we 
have delivered to us by his Son; nor 
would it be hard to produce ſufficient 
proofs, from the nature of this part of the 
divine diſpenſations, that, with reſpect to 
the moral and religious improvements of 
mankind, the Goſpel is the perfect, final, 
and complete REVELATION, —If the pre- 
vious arguments can be properly applicd 
to Chriſtianity, it might have been rea- 
ſonably expected, that, in the firſt ages of 
the world, informations ſhould have been 
given mankind of this perfect and com- 
plete deſign ; that ſome events ſhould be 
connected, and lead to it; that ſome 
raighty progenitorſhould have the promiſe, 
that the great prophet that was to come, 
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SERMON K. 11 


ſhould ariſe in lineal deſcent from his 
houſe; and that there ſhould be ſome 
alluſions to diſtinguiſhed characters, in 
order to ſupport the grateful expectation 
of ſuch an eminent perſon; which, at the 
ſame time, would be almoſt an irrefra- 
gable argument of his divine authority 
when he did appear. In exact concur- 
rence with ſuch reaſonable expectations, 
the Moſaic hiſtory, which has given us 
the moſt authentic account of the be- 
ginning of the world, and the origin of 
mankind, ſcarcely opens, but mention is 
made of a Deliverer that ſhould ariſe to 
reſcue mankind from the dominion of fin, 
which (as we may reaſonably ſuppoſe) 
was ſoon introduced into the world “*. 


When the patriarch Abraham, from 
whoſe ſtock the Meſſiah was to proceed, 
was called by God to the poſſeſſion of 
Canaan ; this was the benediction pro- 


Gen. iii. 15. 
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nounced upon him — I will make of thee 4 
great nation; and I will bleſs thee, and make 
thy name great, and thou ſhalt be a bl:ſing ; 
for in thee ſhall all families of the earth be 
Bleſſed *. —- In conſequence of this remark- 
able act of obedience to the divine com- 
mand, the bleſſing upon him and his poſte- 
rity, with repeated and more expreſs aſſur- 
ances, is thus awfully pronounced. By 
myſelf have I ſworn, ſaith the Lord, that in 
bleſſing will I bleſs thee, and in multiplying 
Iwill multiply thy ſeed as the lars of heaven, 
and as the ſand that is upon the ſea- ſhare ; 
and thy ſeed ſhall poſſeſs the gate of thine ene- 
my, and in thy ſeed ſhall all nations of the 
earth be bleſſed +. 


The patriarch Jacob, when he was 
drawing near to the cloſe of life, with the 
ſpirit of prophecy penetrates into futurity, 
and unveils to his ſons the deſtiny of their 
poſterity ; declaring of Judah, that from 
this tribe the ſceptre ſhould nat depart, nor 


Gen. xii. 2, 3. + Cen. xxii. 16, 18. 


— 
7 


& 

— 

Cx” 
x 


"08 


1246 
a 


0 


3 


= 1 . 


Shile! 


S Tt 


ſews, 


lidate 

= conſfde 
© tianity 
it once 


The a 
Meſſia 
clare, 
„ho 
And : 
words 
hah < 
are C; 
arrang 
letter! 
produ 
whict 
fulfil 
this 1 
lervat 
verelg 


own 

Chrif 
From 
until 


a 
74 
— . 
4 


44 


a > 
1 
* 
* 


N — — I 


SERMON X. 13 


„ law-giver from between his feet, until 


Shiloh, the Deliverer, or Maſiab come *. 


It would appear fomewhat ſtrange, that modern 
ſews, and others, ſhould take ſo much pains to inva- 
lidate the authority of this prophecy, if we did not 
conſider what weight it is of when applied to Chriſ- 


© tianity 3 becauſe it is a fact of fo ſignal a nature, that 
* if once admitted, there is no evading the force of it, 


The ancient Jews by the Shiloh always underſtood the 
Meſſiah. The authors of the Chaldee paraphraſes de- 
clare, that, by the Shiloh, they meant the king 
who ſhould ariſe in the character of the Meſſiah. — 
And the learned Rabbies, in commenting upon the 
words of Jacob, acknowledge that this was the Meſ- 
ſiah of whom he ſpake: even the Cabaliſts, as they 
are called, who pretend to find myſteries in the 
arrangement of letters, inform us that the Hebrew 
letters, which make up the words the Shilok to come, 
produce the ſame arithmetic numbers as the letters 
which compoſe the name Meſhah, As to the actual 
fulfilment of this prophecy in the character of Chriſt, 
this ſeems remarkably evident from the following ob- 
ſervations,-The tribe of Judah did really poſſeſs ſo- 
vereign authority, and had a right of governing by its 
own laws, during many ages preceding the birth of 
Chriſt: of this we have many inconteſtable proofs, 
From the conqueſt of Canaan, and in ſucceeding times, ; 
until the reign of David, the tribe of Judah was moſt 
| diſtin» 
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14 SERMON X. 


This general expectation of a mighty 
Deliverer, was confirmed by the promiſc: 


diſtinguiſhed, as appears from the books of Joſhua and 
Judges ; and even until the Babyloniſh captivity the 
ſucceſſion of kings was continued in this tribe; and 
when the other tribes were diſperſed, and the ſceptre 
paſt into different families, yet it remained conſtantly 
in the tribe of Judah, and the law-giver never de- 
parted from it, Indeed the Babyloniſh captivity 
made ſome changes ; but notwithſtanding this, even 


during this period, the tribe of Judah (under fome 
limitations) had the privilege of being governed by 
its own laws; and after the return from the capti- 
vity, the other tribes were abſorbed into that of ]u- 
dah ; by which denomination the whole nation at 
length was diſtinguiſhed ; and from this tribe were 
thoſe elected, who firſt formed the Jewiſh Sanhedrin : 
ſo that the authority did not only belong to Judah, 
but in reality ſubſiſted until the coming of Chrift, It 
began to decline indeed in the reign of Herod ; yet 
even then, it was not ſo far reduced, but the tribe of 
Judah preſerved its diſtiat authority, and even exer- 
ciſed it in its own name. But however long this au- 
thority continued, certain it is, that, at the time of 
our Saviour's appearance, it began to decline, The 
Jews were ſoon afterwards reduced into a province, 
ſubject and tributary to the Roman empire, Judah 
became fubje@ to foreign laws, and the mighty city 

became 
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SERMON XxX. is 


made to the Iſraelites, in the addreſs to 
Moſes; I will raiſe them up à prophet from 


among their brethren like unto thee ; and will 


put my word in his mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak 
unto them all that I fhall command him, 


David, the illuſtrious progenitor of 


Chriſt, to whoſe writings our Lord him- 


became the theatre. of the moſt diſmal deſtruQtion 


and after it had been ſhaken with violent commo- 
tions, and waſhed with torrents of blood, and reduced 
to unheard-of calamities; the glory, authority, laws, 
and ſceptre of Judah ſignally departed, and were 
buried in the predicted ruin of the holy city and 
temple, From this æra commenced an uninterrupted 
ſeries of misfortunes : the Jews were diſperſed into 
all the regions of the earth, the ſcorn and contempt 
of other nations; without laws, without authority, 
without fceptre, without a law-giver, and ſo continue 
even unto this day. If then the prediction of Jacob be 
not fulfilled, it never will. The time of the Meſſiah's 
advent muſt be paſt, if the departure of the ſceptre 


| from Judah, be the ſign of it: and as authority did 


ſubſiſt in the tribe till the coming of Chriſt, and 


then departed, all things conſidered, it ſeems conclu- 


five to ſay, that Jeſus is the Shiloh or Mefliah, Yids 
Chaufepie ſur I Epogue de Fawvenement du Meſſie, 
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16 SERMON X. 


ſelf refers, in proof of his being the true and C 
Meſſiah, in his laſt words gives this ad- ; him v 
mirable deſcription of the Meſſiah, and 3 

the covenant of God : The ſpirit of the q Th 
Lord ſpake by me, and his word was in my mirac 
tongue. The God of Iſrael ſaid, the rock of | Lord | 
Iſrael ſpate to me. * There hell be a ruler virgin 
ever men, righteous, ruling in the fear of God : call h. 
and he ſhall be as the light of the morning : true 1} 
| when the ſun riſeth, even a morning without anothe 
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clouds; as the tender graſs ſpringing out of the | alread 
earth by clear ſhining after rain. Although ſhould 
my houſe be not ſo with God; yet he hath made 1 the 
with me an everlaſting covenant, ordered in # F oo 
all things and fure : for this is all my ſalva- 5 N 
tion, and all my deſire, althourh he mate it & puldle 
not grow,” kr. 
| God, 
Ia the Pſalms, not only the character b Gaz 
of the Mefliah is deſcribed ; not only the . 70 
| e end, 1 
{ nature of his kingdom, but the remark- 
able circumſtances of his ſufferings and | © PG 
| death ; ſuch as his memorable exclama- Preſert. 
| tion on the cr ols ; the parting his raiment ; Vo! 
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Sand caſting lots thereon, and of giving 
him vinegar to drink *. 


%ET 


The prophet Iſaiah expreſly foretels the 
miraculous birth of Chriſt — Therefore the 
4 | Lord himſelf ſhall give you a ſign ; behold, a 
f virgin ſhall conceive and bear a ſon, and ſhall 
call his name IdMANUEL. And in the 
1 true ſpirit of prophetic prediction, he, in 
; another place, ſpeaks of the Meſſiah as 
; already born ; deſcribes the high office he 
, ſhould ſuſtain, and the nature and extent 
| of the government he ſhould eſtabliſh ; 
« © For unto us a child is born, unte us a fon ts 
: b given, and the government ſhall be upon his 
a Whoulders, and his NAME hall be called WON 
f DERFUL, COUNSELLOR, THE MIGHTY | 
God, THE EVERLASTING FATHER, THE 
EPaincE or PrAck. Of the increaſe of 
& his government and peace there ſhall be no 
'y end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
4 IB * Pal, xc. xliv, Ixil. vii. vill. xi. xiii. xiv. ii. 


| Preſert, xxii. 


Vor. II. B 
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kingdom to order it, and to etabliſh it with 


Judgement, and with juſtice, from hence- 
forth even for ever : the zeal of the Lord if 


hoſts will perform this. — The Meſſiah's of- 


fice and kingdom, the miraculous power: 
he ſhould exert—his introduction by John 
the Baptiſt - the glorious effects of his ap- 
pearance on earth - the mercy and bene- 
volence that ſhould diſtinguiſh and adorn 
his character, are all variouſly, fignifi- 
cantly, and beautifully deſcribed by the 
ſame ſublime prophet +. 


: 2 * 2 
—— ES 


64.ar OG WEE eln 


The remarkable 53d chapter of Ifaiah | } 
contains ſuch a lively picture of the ſuffer- | 3 
ings of Chriſt, and the circumſtances of 1 
his laſt diſtreſs, that it ſeems rather an | 


hiſtorical account highly drawn, than a 


prophetical prediction. Nor are the wri- Þ?, 
tings: of the other prophets, without very. 


plain references to, and deſcriptions of, 
the character of the Meſſiah, the nature 


Þ II. xi, xxxv. xl. livs Iv. Iix. Ix. 1xi. lxive 
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*of his kingdom, the peace he ſhould 
. bring, and the ſalvation he ſhould accom- 
. pliſh, and the ſolemnity of that day when 


. he ſhall appear to judge the world f. 


When the prophecies, delivered through 
ſucceſhve ages, had gained univerſal cre- 
dit, and raiſed a general expectation that 
a great Deliverer ſhould ariſe; at a time 
which the prophets had expreſſy noted and 
characterized, the Meſſiah appears — born, 
as was predicted, in Bethlehem of Judea, 
of the houſe of David, and of a virgin. — 
Though his birth was obſcure, it was 
uſhered in with joyful acclamations of the 
angelic hoſt; celebrated as an æra the 
moſt illuſtrious and important—an æra, 
when man received from heaven the gra- 


cious manifeſtations of mercy and good- 


neſs. To point out Jeſus as the Meſſiah, 


} Jerem, xxiii. xxxiii. Ezek. xxxiv. xxxvii. Dan. 
ii. 34, 35. vii. 13, 14. ix. 24, 27. Joel ii, Mich. iv, 
Zach. ix. Mal. iii. iv. 
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a celeſtial appearance directs the wiſe men 
of the eaſt to Jeruſalem, to know where 
the new-born king of the Jews was to be 
found. Upon Herod's enquiry of the 
chief prieſts, and ſcribes where Chrift ſhould 
be born, they declare, that according to 
the prophets predictions, in Bethlehem of 
Fudea.— Upon this information they de- 
parted ; and the ſame celeſtial appearance 
leads them to Bethlehem, and pointed di- 
rectly where the Saviour lay they found 
him rejoicing — worſhip — and preſent 
their offerings to him. 


When the Saviour was about to enter 
upon the open theatre of the world, and 
unfold his high commiſſion from God to 
mankind, John his forerunner appears, 


declaring Jeſus the Meſſiah, ſpoken of by 


Eſaias the prophet ; and while he was bap- 
tizing in the river Jordan, the Saviour 
came, and was 'baptized of him; upon 
which event, the heavens were opened to him, 


and he ſaw the ſpirit of God deſcending and 


4 
- 
4 


' lighting upon him; and behold from the atteft- 
ing heavens a voice came, ſaying, This is my 


beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 


"> 1 * 4 
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While Jeſus was in the wilderneſs, 


| whither the ſpirit of God had directed 
him, to have a lively repreſentation of his 
important work, and the difficulties that 


ſhould attend it offered to his view, an- 
gels miniſtered unto him *. After which 
ſcene, the Saviour openly appears - de- 


dlares his office and character — the grand 


buſineſs upon which he is ſent - and 
with all humility, lays claim to divine 


authority: in atteſtation of which, he works 
many uncontrouled miracles —he cures 


the ſick —caſteth out devils —calmeth 


the ſea—feedeth multitudes —raiſeth the 
dead. — And all theſe things he performed 


openly in the ſight of his enemies - they 


* Upon this part of the evangelical hiſtory, the 


reader will receive great pleaſure and ſatisfaction, by 


peruſing the Rev. Mr, Farmer's ingenious eſſay on 
Chriſt's temptation, 
B 3 
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were ſuch miraculous works, as were 
admirably well fitted to eſtabliſh the re- 
ligion he taught; the leading principles 
of which, were benevolence and charity, 
Chriſt does not perform ſtupendous mi- 
racles, fitted only to excite the wonder 
of mankind —he does not pretend tnat ir 
ſecret, aſtoniſhing revelations were made 
to him by his heavenly Father — No! 
his miracles are wrought to cure the ma- 
ladies, and relieve the diſtreſſes of man- 
kind; and his pretenſions to divine au— 
thority, only referred to the miracles he 
cpcnly performed. — 


As an evidence of his exalted nature, 
divine commiſſion, and high authority, 
and with wonderful propriety in the cha- 
racter of the Meſſiah, upon a remark- 
able time, he was transfigured before three 
of his diſciples; and when thus ſurround- 
ed with celeſtial glory, he was cen to 
converſe with Moſes and Elias. —As a 
prophet, Chriſt ſoretold very remarkable 
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events connected with his miniſtration ; 


not only the circumſtances, various and 


peculiar as they were, that ſhould attend 


| his ſufferings and death ; but the fignal 


deſtruction of Jeruſalem, whoſe deplorable 
fate he ſo pathetically mourned. 


When his miniſtry was compleated, 
and nothing now remained to cloſe the 
grand ſcheme of man's redemption, but 
ſealing his divine teſtimony with his 
blood; the Saviour retires with his diſ- 
ciples to mount Olivet, to compoſe his 
ſoul to the great buſineſs he was about to 
tranſact, — While the proſpect of his ſuf- 
ferings, and their great dependencies, 
poſſeſſed his whole foul, he felt ſuch diſ- 
treſs as threw him into an agony; at 
which period, an angel from heaven was 
ſent to {trengthen and ſupport him. 


At length, in fulfilment of prophecy, 
in accompliſhing the great deſign of re- 
demption, in atteſtation of his divine au- 
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| thority, and in teſtimony of his innocence, | if 
F and agreeable to thoſe apprehenſions that | wl 
| men have entertained of the dignity of | | ha 
1 virtue being proved by diſtreſs; the Sa- ſut 
"i viour was ſeized, arraigned, condemned, the 
| and crucified F. - At which awful period, an 
the ſun was miraculouſly darkened - the per 
1 whole land of Judea being witneſs of this gas 
| | atteſtation of the divinity of Chriſt, for the | div 
f ſpace of three hours. —Nor was this the gra 
j only ſtrange event that attended the cru- Sa. 
cifixion — the veil of the Jewiſh temple | his 
| was rent in twain— the earth trembled | eve 
| — the rocks rent—death and the grave, as anc 
; = if 2 
+ Plato has the following remarkable obſervation, in Cau 
proof of the only trial of a truly righteous man, tho 
| o Finaioc Mag , Fptibnduorrat, deer his 
ql Inari, TW WpYanpus, TENEUTAY MAYTH Kaxd ra {tar 
| | Eva xiIevfnctta, him 
| Seneca obſerves Calix wenenatus qui Socratem trarſ- iþ of « 
, tulit e carcere in cælum; and again, Rutilii innocentia ac r oſe 
wirtus lateret, niſi accepiſſet injuriam; dum violatur, effi, © blir 
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to, and confeſs the omnipotent power by 


SERMON X. 25 


| if they felt the power of his dominion, 
who was the Lord or LIrE, and who 
\ had the keys of Hanes, and of DearTn, 


ſurrender up the ſaints, whom before 
they had bound in their ſolitary manſions 
and gloomy abode. — All nature, with ſuſ- 
pended laws, by a momentary confuſion, 
gave awful atteſtation of the Saviour's 
divine authority. —Remained as yet the 
grand event of all —that, upon which the 
Saviour himſelf had placed the proof of 
his miſſion — the RESURRECTION. An 


| event of all others the moſt extraordinary, 


and moſt calily to have been prevented, 


if an impoſture were deſigned. — All pre- 


cautions were taken to invalidate the au- 
thority of Chriſt, by preventing, if poſſible, 


his riſing from the dead; but notwith- 
- ſtanding this, at the very time our Lord 


himſelf had predicted, he brake the bands 
of death aſunder, led captivity captive, and 
roſe from the dead. — Again did the trem- 
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which they were controuled. — As the 
viſible means of the Saviour's releaſe, an 
angel deſcended from heaven, and rolled 
away the ſtone from the ſepulchre where 
Jeſus had lain; and declares his reſurrection 
to the pious enquirers after the crucihed 
Saviour. — Before the joyful tidings could 
be related to the wondering diſciples, 
Jeſus himſelf ſtood in the midſt of them, 
and gave them his divine benediction, 
and the moſt convincing teſtimonies of 
his being the ſame perſon that had been 
crucified, 


The grand buſineſs now being tranſ- 
acted — the character of the Meſſiah nobly 
ſuſtained, and gloriouſly atteſted — no- 
thing remained but for the Saviour to 
give his laſt advice and commiſſion to 
his diſciples; which accordingly he did: 
and then, with a divine afflatus, he in- 
ſpired the holy Spirit. — At length about 
to depart from the world he had redeemed 
— and aſcend to the exalted feat in hea- 
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ven he had merited —and to his Father 


whom he had honoured — Jeſus led his diſ- 


| ciples forth to Bethany — there gives them 


his laſt bleſſing; and in the gracious act of 
benediction aſcended into heaven. While 
the diſciples with aſtoniſhed ſight followed 
their exalted maſter, they were addreſſed 
by two of the angelic order in the follow- 
ing manner. — Aby ftand ye gazing up into 
heaven © — This ſame Feſus, which is taken 
from you into heaven, ſhall ſo come in like 
manner as ye have ſeen him go into heaven. 


Upon this final event — the apoſtles, 


comforted and animated with the glorious 


hopes, which ſuch magniticent appear- 
ances could not but inſpire—return to Je- 


ruſalem, to wait for the Holy Sprit; which 
| the Saviour had promiſed they ſhould re- 


ceive. — Accordingly, upon the day of Pen- 


| tece/t, when they were all gathered together, 
| there came from heaven, the ſound of a 


ruſhing mighty wind, and it filled the whole 


bouſe ; and a lambent flame of fire ſat upon 
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each of them, and they were immediately 
filled with the Holy Spirit. — Which ſpirit 
taught them at once the utterance of 
various tongues — attended them through 
the whole of their adminiſtration — ſup- 
ported them under all their trials — and 


- inſpired them amidſt all their difficulties 


— aided them to preach the Goſpel, and 
die in defence and confirmation of its 


truth. 


Theſe remarkable atteſtations of the 
dignity and divine authority of Jeſus, 
not only ſerve to eſtabliſh our faith, that 
all he taught was divine; but they are 
evidences of thoſe future events, which 
are neceſſary to compleat the grand ſcheme 
of the mediatorial government of Chriſt : 
I mean, the general reſurrection of the 
dead — the judgment day; when the Sa- 
viour ſhall appear in the exalted charac- 
ter of the judge of the whole world — 
and the final happineſs of all good men, 
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Let any one but impartially, and at- 


tentively conſider the character of Jeſus 


thus imperfectly drawn, with all the 
great, and intereſting events connected 


with his appearance, and miniſtration on 


earth, reaching from the beginning of 


time through the ſucceeding ages of the 


world, and extending to the conſumma- 
tion of all things — let him weigh well 
the evidences that appear in favour of 
the divinity of Jeſus — conſider whether 


the whole ſcheme of religion he taught, 
and the ſalvation he propoſed, be wor- 


thy the divine inſtitution and appoint- 


ment — whether it be more agrecable to 


the idea of the moral government of God, 


to permit a ſcheme of ſuch a fort, from 


the firſt ages of the world, through dif- 
ferent diſpenſations, to paſs to mankind 


under the ſanction of his authority, and 
the ſeal of his veracity, than for the 
© Deity to interfere himſci?, and originally 


ordain, and finally compleat a plan, with 
which the intereſts of all mankind are con- 
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worthy his wiſdom and goodneſs ; and 


then let him determine, whether Jeſus le 


the Son of God, or not. 


This important ſubject naturally lead; 
us to make the following remarks, 


Firſt, the wiſdom of God is evident in 
the whole ſcheme, perfected by the ap- 


pearance of Chriſt. —In the earlier ages | 
of the world, mankind received revela- | 


tions of the divine will, with intimations, 
that a more perfect ſcheme, with more il- 


luſtrious evidences, ſhould hereafter take 


place; which at length did obtain. The 
perſon that unfolds it to the world, lays 
claim to divine authority, and ſupports 
his pretenſions by the moſt ſignal mi- 
racles : he teaches ſuch doctrines, and 
makes ſuch diſcoveries of the future ſtate, 
and the moral adminiſtration of God, 
from the beginning of time, to the final 
cloſe of the mighty deſign, as moſt ſig- 
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nected, and which, at the ſame time i; | 
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nally illuſtrate each of the divine per- 


e 1s (a 
and fections. The ſcheme of religion that 
le 5 Jeſus taught, is the beſt calculated of any 


: other, to make men happy in this world, 
and prepare them for the exalted felicity 
ead; of immortality; and therefore it contains 
inconteſtable evidences, not only of wiſ- 

I dom, but goodneſs. 


nt in 
ap- Secondly, we may obſerve, that the 
ages Jews are chargeable with great perverſe. 


ela- : neſs ; ſince it evidently appears, that Jeſus 
tions, | 7 anſwers to all the prophetical deſcriptions 
re il- | given of the Meſſiah, his character, king- 
take] dom, ſufferings, and death. — But per- 

The þ verſeneſs, and hardneſs of heart, have ever 


„ lays been the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of 
pports i this diſperſed people. 

1 mi- 

and Thirdly— modern deiſts can have no 


Nate, Juſt plea to make for their unbelief, when 

God, the character of Jeſus is properly conſi- 
e final dered. — His exalted virtue was as extra- 
pt ſig- ordinary a phenomenon in the moral, as 
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the atteſtations of his divine miſſion were 
in the natural world: and conſidering thoſe 
powers he exerted in ſupport of his divine 
miſſion, with the irreproachable and ex- 
alted virtue he diſplayed, can it be fairly 
ſuppoſed, that Jeſus laid unjuſtifiable 
claims to divine authority? — Indeed had 
Chriſt wrought no remarkable miracles, 
the purity, humility, and virtue of his life, 
with the doctrines he taught, would have 
induced us ſtrongly to believe a divine 
commiſſion, had he even then laid claims 
to it—but when to his unſullied virtue, 
the inconteſtable evidence of unreproved 
miracles is added, as there ſeems every 
thing requiſite to gain belief, it argues 
folly and pride to rejeC the proofs in fa- 


vour of the divinity of the character of 


Jeſus. 


If it be objected, that the whole evi- 


dence in favour of the divine miſſion of 


Jeſus, reſts upon the teſtimony of the 
apoſtles —]et any impartial perſon con- 
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ſider whether it be not leſs wonderful, 
that God ſhould thus graciouſly interpoſe 
to ſave mankind, in a way that not only 
does honour to, but remarkably illuſtrates 


the divine perfections, than for the evan- 


geliſts to have forged ſuch a conſiſtent 


* ſcheme of doctrines, carried on the cauſe 


; in ſuch an extraordinary manner, and pro- 


duced thereby ſuch happy effects. — It is 


much more incredible, that ſuch a cha- 
racter as Chriſt ſhould appear in the 


le without tupernatural aſſiſtances, 
L and that ſuch doctrines ſhould have been 


delivered by him and his apoftles, than 


| that they really were divinely inſpired. 
* would be much more wonderful, that 


go uninſtructed, who taught a religion 


Faltogether repugnant to the general re- 


ceived opinions of the world, ſhould ſuc- 
ceſsfully promote the ſame, than that the 
peligion prevailed, becauſe ſupported by 


wine power. "The prevalence of Chriſ- 


tianity in the world, the nature of its 
Hocttine, 
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ſidered, is a phænomenon not to be ac- 


counted for upon any common princi- a 
ples whatſoever, — In ſhort, the extraordi- 9g 
nary capacities of thoſe mens minds, who * 
could have concerted ſuch a ſyſtem of reli. 4 * 
ligion, as Chriſtianity, unafliſted by divine |, © 
influences, is altogether as aſtoniſhing as 2 cf 
thoſe miracles by which the Goſpel is con- ; * 
firmed. — And the ordinary laws to which * 


the faculties of mens minds are ſubject, 
muſt have been as much over-ruled and 
controuled, in planning ſuch a ſyſtem | 
of religion, as the laws of nature werc 
controuled or over-ruled in atteſtation of 
Chriſtianity : ſo that the rejection of the 
Goſpel requires men to believe as much, 
nay more, than the reception of it. For 
allowing the caſes to be exactly equal, 
viz, That the miracles by which thc 
Goſpel is confirmed, are as extraordinary, 
as that men ſhould be equal to ſuch dil- 
coveries as the Goſpel unfolds; pet 
then we have ſufficient to turn the ba- 
lance in favour of Chriſtianity ; becauſe 


4 SERMON X. 35 


«of eis much more conſiſtent with the wiſe 
= dom of God, that ſuch appearances in 
of favour of his goodneſs, and the happi- 
TO 9 


ness of mankind, ſhould be true, than 
that ſuch pretenſions to divine authority 
mould be confirmed by any not divinely 
Snſpired; ſo that it is incumbent upon 
She adverſaries of Chriſtianity to ſhew, 
That its diſcoveries and atteſtations are 
Vie in themſelves, or inconſiſtent with 
Inne perfections of God, and his moral ad- 
Fniniſtration, or the happineſs of man- 
Wind. Let it be confidered, that Chriſ- 
Vanity is not the religion of a day, that 
Proſe at once in the world, to which no- 
hing of importance related before Jeſus 
Wppeared, Leading characters of this 
Preat deſign, took their orgin from the 
Ferlieſt ages of the world. If it was an 
Inpoſture, it was the impoſture of ages: 
t was concerted by men that lived at 
gemote periods, and diſtant regions of the 


Porld: it is an impoſture that takes in 
Eb: whole ſtate of man, — But Chril- 


C 2 
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11 25 
| | tianity, with this mighty introduction, 

1 conſiſtent plan, and glorious concluſion, 2 
1 bears the brighteſt ſigns of divine wiſdom, ! 
ii It was promiſed from the beginning, ; ] 
; þ matured by the counſels of God, and , t 


improvement of the world; ſuited to the ti 
diſpenſations of Providence, and gives s 
the nobleſt diſplays of the perfeCtions of 


| N 
il God. 8 . be 


Fourthly—the character of Jeſus, thu it 


| conſidered, will perliaps lead us to a rig be 
ll underſtanding and explanation of a very Jt na 
WA remarkable and extraordinary part the 


— 1 mean, our Saviour's agony in the 4 ple 
garden. At firſt view, it appears ſom- ben 
what extraordinary, that Jeſus, who knen p 
ſo well the nature and deſign of his mi- 
lion, and even foretold his ſufferings a! MY '*P 
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lj death, who was ſo well aſſured that uns ſyſt 
[ it became him to ſufter, before he coy Kno 


fulfil the character of the Meſſiah by . will 
ing from the dead, ſhould, upon the 4p 3 of t 


proach, and proſpect of theſe things, 
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cover ſuch an extraordinary agony of 
ſoul. But, upon an attentive ſurvey, we 
ſhall find, that from his extenſive know- 


; ledge, and full apprehenfion of theſe 
things, in all probability, the perturba- 


tion and diſtreſs aroſe, 


Though Jeſus was no doubt an exalted 
being, yet as all derived exiſtence implies 
dependence, and imperfection in a degree, 
it will follow, that even this exalted 


$ being was not without all poſſibility in 
nature of failing in his deſigns. And 


4 


the great deſign that Jeſus came to com- 


plcat, would, if any thing poſſibly could, 


remind him of that inferiority to abſo- 


lutte perfection, which he could not but 


fcel. — Here is a being elected by the 
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lupream God, as the governor of this 


TT ivitem, commiſſioned from him to make 


Known to mankind the counſels of his 


will — with whom, from the beginning 
7 


of time, the great concerns, and immor- 


3 


tal intereſt of mankind were connected 
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— into whoſe hands were committed the 
diſpoſals of infinite mercy — a whole 
world and all its concerns reſted on hin 
—upon the merit of his acquitting himſec!! 
as the Saviour, all the immortal expcc- 
tations of man depended—-f he failed in the 
execution of this glorious defign, this great 
tranſaction, of fuch momentous concern, 
the all-gracious ſcheme of providential 
mercy would be truſtrated, — If at firſt the 
angelic hoſt ſang triumphant acclame- 
tions to God, and bended from their 
thrones of glory to ſee the Meſſiah uſher- 
ed inte this world; no doubt but the 
whole hoſt of heaven ſtood big with ex- 
pectation, as ſpectators of the Saviour about 
to Yon his life, and ſeal his high com- 
minon with his blood — with all mans 
beſt intereſts in ſuſpenſe - the gracious 
purpoſes of God in hand — his great com- 
mand to fulhl ; and his own ſublime cna- 
racter to ſupport: ſalvation reſting on 
him —heaven's allotted time approaching 
— cartl urgent with all its guilt, and high 
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* 


demands upon the fulfilment of the pro- 
miſes of God — heaven in expectation of 
the grand event — his difciples mourning 
— his enemies triumphant— death and he)! 
almoſt rejoicing in their uncontrouled 
dominion, — In theſe circumſtances, with 
all this mighty ſcene preſented to his 
view, what could the benevolent, obedienr 
foul of Jeſus feel, but agony extreme 
— Say not then that Jeſus fel! commo- 
tions unbecoming a man — he felt like 


a God—and from the period o his agony, 


to the laſt ſcene of his crucifixion, thet: 
great ideas will account for all the dif- 
treſs his ſoul endured; and, with every 
other atteſtation, oblige us to acknowledge 


— truly this was the Son of God. 


It is natural, upon drawing exalted 
characters, to compare them with others 
that have been eminent in the world. 
But as there is no one particular cha- 
racter that will bear the compariſon with 
that of Jeſus, we muſt compare him with, 


C 4 
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| in 
all thoſe eminent characters in gene. WW 


ral, who, by their exalted ftations aid the 
extraordinary abilities, have had it mo 
in their power to benefit mankind *, LF 
= $6 b 
* A parallel has been ſometimes attempted between ok. 
the charater of Jeſus and Socrates; but there ſeems . 05h. 
be little if any more reſemblance in them, than thc of. 
dying in defence of religion, in oppoſition to the re- ; =Y 
ceived opinions of their countrymen. Far be it from «hb 
me to dercgate any thing from the exalted virtue of the F l 
Grecian ſage; but for the ſake of Socrates himai ME © | 
J would wiſh, that he had not, in the laſt fczn * * 
of life, given room for ſome ſuſpicions, that his co: ; 8 
trines were not altogether pure from thoſe groſs ſuper- 2” 
ſtitions, which he bimſelf had laboured to explode, * h 
I wiſh that inflead of his ridiculous and uninte!ligible . 
requeſt to Crito, I could bring ſome dying fenti- « to 
ment to have compared with that noble petition of « of 
Jeſus for his enemies, Father, forgive them! I can- « fi 
not help gratifying myſelf, and hope the reader wil! « th 
not be diſpleaſed, by tranſcribing the parallel which c o1 
a moſt elegant and ingenious French author has drawn « tr 
between the chatacters of Jeſus and Socrates, in his WW © al 
juſtly admired and judicious eſſay on education. «th 
" ſe 
« I acknowledge that the majeſty of the Scripture! « th 
©« aftoniſhes me, and the ſanctity of the Goſpel 4. Fo! 
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Thoſe whoſe names ſtand recorded on 
the tablet of fame, the wonder and envy 


me with rapture, Look into the writings of the 


Fay 5 


1 


« philoſophers, with all their pomp and parade, how 
„trivial they appear, when compared to this ſacred 


volume. Is it poſſible that a book, which is fo 


remarkable for its ſimplicity and ſublimity, ſhould be 


the work of man? or is it poſſible that he, whoſe 
| « hiſtory it contains, ſhould himſelf be a mere man? 


+ Goes» 


* . 


« Hear him ſpeak! behold his actions! Is that the 
language of enthuſiaſm? Is that the lordly tone 
« of an ambitious ringleader? On the contrary, what 
« gentleneſs and purity in his manners! what mildneſe 
« in his inſtructions! what elevation and dignity in 
« his maxims! what wiſdom in his diſcourſes! what 
« preſence of mind! what precifion in his anſwers 


to the demands of the ignorant, or the objeQioas 


of the perverſe! what an empire over his pa(- 
„ flons! Where is the man or the philoſopher, 


% that knows how to act, to ſuffer and die with. 


© © out weakneſs or oftentation ? Plato, in his por- 
© « traiture of the imaginary juſt man covered with 


„all the opprobriouſneſs of guilt, and worthy of 


the rewards of virtue, gives us an exact repre- 
& © ſentation of Chriſt; ſo ſtriking is the reſemblance, 


that all the fathers ſaw it, and indeed there is no 


7 polſibility of miſtaking it. What prejudice, what 


« blindneſs, 


1 
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of ſucceeding generations, whether they 
be ſtateſman or warriors, philoſopher; 


« blindneſs, to compare the offspring of Sophroniſca 
*« to the ſon of Mary] whar an immenſe difference be. 
« tween theſe two characters] Socrates, dying without 
« pain, and without ignominy, found it eaſy to ſupport 
« his character to the very laſt; and if his life hx 
* not been honoured by ſo gentle a death, we might 
« have doubted whether Socrates, with all his under. 
« ſtanding, was any thing more than a ſophiſt. Vc 
« will ſay, he invented a ſyſtem of morals, Othen 
« had practiſed virtue before his time; he only te. 
« lated what they had performed, and drew lectures 
« from their example, Ariftides had been juſt before 
« Socrates defined juſtice ; Leonidas had facrificed h 
« life for his. countrv, before Socrates made the low 
« of our country a duty; Sparta was ſober, befor: 
« Socrates commended ſobriety; before he defined virtue, 
«& Greece abounded in virtuous men. But of whom dis 
« Chriſt borrow that ſublime and pure morality, wich 
« he, and only he, taught both by word and example“ 
« From the centre of the moſt extravagant fanaticiin, 
« the higheſt wiſdom made itſelf heard, and 1 
« vileſt of nations was honoured with the fimplict 
& of the moſt heroic virtues, The death of Socraics, 
« philoſophlzing coo!!y with his friends, is tit 
« eaſieſt that can be deſired; that of Chriſt, expiring 
«K in the midſt of torments, abuſed, ſcorned, de- 
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SERMON X. 43 


br divines, claim not half that attention 
Which the character now before us de- 
mands. Kings of the earth, who, for the 
Froſt part, have been tae diſgrace of human 
4 


« tefled by a whole people, is the moſt dreadful 


tha can be apprehended, Socrates, taking the poi- 
ſonous draught, returns thanks to the perſon who with 
tears preſents it to him; Chrift, in the midſt of the 
mot exquiſite torture, prays for his bloody exc- 


« cutioners, Yes, if Socrates lived and died like 2 


philoſopher, Chriſt lived and died like 2 Gd. 
Shall we ſay that the evangelical hiſtory was in- 
vented at pleaſure? Inventions are not made af- 


ter this manner; and the hiſtory of Socrates, of 


which nobody entertains any doubt, 1s not ſo well 
atteſted as that of Chriſt. Upon the whole, it is re- 


moving, inſtead of folving the difficulty; for it is much 


more inconceivable to ſuppoſe that a number of per- 


* fons ſhould have conſpired co compoſe ſuch a book, 
than to grant that the ſubject of it were taken from - 


the real life and character of one man, Jewiſh wri- 


ters could never have fallen into that ſtile, or invent- 


ed that noble and ſublime ſyſtem of morals z and 
the Goſpel has ſuch ſtrong and inimitable firckes 
F credibility, ſo ſtriking and fo grand, that the in- 


* ventor of ſuch things would be a greater object 


of aſtoniſument, than the hero of whom they are 
reported.“ Reuſſcau on Education. 
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nature, who have kept the world awake j 
the din of war, and made violent encrozch. 
ments upon the ſacred repoſe of their |. 
low-mortals, how contemptibly mean do 
they appear when compared to the Kin 
of peace, the Saviour of men, ſubmitting 
to every indignity of this world, to eftzh. 
liſh the immortal rights of mankind, ani 
to give them laws, the ſpirit of Which 
breathes benevolence and love, and th: 
letter whereof is written by the finger « 
God himfelf ! — 


Princes who, by the proper exerciſe 
their power, have juſtly acquired renown, 
are not to be compared with the illuftrio!: 
character of Chriſt: their reigns have been 
circumſcribed by the uſual period of hu- 
man life: the happineſs of the people the 
governed, could only have been the objc 
of their attention and care; but few 11 
tereſts, comparatively ſpeaking, could hai! 
been connected with them; theſc mui 

have been diſſolved when death ſtruck 
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iadem from their brows — but Jeſus 


Has introduced an everlaſting kingdom, of 
his dominion there ſhall be no end: the 
nvaluable intereſts of all mankind are 


connected with his mediatorial government. 


- Ibe kings of the earth maintain their 
thrones and laws by war, and mark their 
paths through this world by laughter and 
Iblood—the prince of peace erected his 


dominion in meekneſs and humility=-no 
word, except that of one over-zealous 


diſciple, was drawn, but in oppoſition to 


| this empire. Indeed he ſignally marked his 


path with blood, but it was his own, 
poured for the ſalvation of men. — Earth- 


y monarchs beſtow their honours and re- 
& wards, ſometimes with an indiſcriminate, 
Wat other times with a partial hand; and 


gat beſt theſe are but tranſient favours, 
E— Chriſt will beſtow immortal rewards, 
with no partiality or refpect to perſons, 


but by the invariable rules of juſtice mo- 


derated by grace, and both directed by 


: 
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moral worth alone, 
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Philoſophers indeed have enlighten») Mia,! 
the world; but then, with their parade Nes. 
of knowledge, and affectation of ſupericr EF 
wiſdom, they have in a great meaſure 
deſtroyed the effects of their precepts, 
Jeſus, with unaffected fimplicity of lan- 
guage, and humility in his teaching, cf., not 
fected that which all the wiſdom of phi- Milliem(c!: 
loſophy could never produce, the reforma- ius 2; 
tion of mankind, — Heroes there hae es; t 


been who have died to ſerve their coun- in unte 
try — IMMORTAL HoNoOR be afcribed Netold 
to their NAMES : they by this diſcharges Mich 
the great debt due to their country. _ "all 
The Son of God died for the whole 4 
world; in his own country, and among king 
his countrymen, it is true, but from = 
whom he had received nothing but con- un 
tempt, poverty and ſhame : he had not redet. 
where to lay his head, and ſuffered the Herty, 
crueleſt treatment — and in the lat Wtuted 
ſcene of perſecution, while he endur:0 WE d at 
all that malice and wickedneſs cou)! ccd 
4 inflict, * ev 


q 
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a, he prays for his inveterate ene- 


rade | 
ric | 
ſire WELawgivers have uſually laid claims to 


ine communion : Chriſt expreſly de- 
es himſelf commiſſioned from heaven; 
, not like other legiſlators, who refer to 
Mem(clves in proof of their authority, 
ma- dus appeals to the teſtimony of former 
bre Nes; to thoſe very writers who were held 
dun- untverſal reverence and efteem, who 
Wetold that a great Deliverer ſhould ariſe; 
Wich character, Jeſus openly profeſſed 
Win'ſclf to be. 


' Sings and legiſlators have planned ſalu- 
chemes of government, and by their 
nm have eſtabliſhed policy, that ſe- 


con- 

not eto mankind the greateſt bleſſings of 
the Merty, and peace, But ſtill, the beſt con- 
lat NNiated ſtates are ſubject to revolutions, 
fred at length, muſt decay. Jeſus has 
ou edcd a kingdom of permanent peace 
ict, d everlaſting ſecurity ; the ſubjects of 
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E 
which ſhall enjoy eternal, and unc d. 


trouled liberty. — which 

J gotte 

The princes of the earth, who r. 
pretended to trace up their origin to. 

Gods, upon their demiſe, by ſome of ther th: 

adherents, or flatterers of their ſucccir Mi hs 


have been reported to have returned n 
heaven, and were then enrolled ama 2 | 
the Gods. — Jeſus, in the fight of his «We 
ciples, after riſing from the ſepulche E 
viſibly aſcended into heaven, while tw 
of the celeſtial inhabitants proclaim his : 
the judge that ſhould hereafter 
ſcend, to paſs the final ſentence vn 
all mankind. — Thus was the divine 9 
ſion of Chriſt, teſtihed, and illuſtrate! 
and thus are the glorious hopes, wii . 
as Chriſtians we entertain, miraculou' We 
confirmed. For the whole of this gracic 
interpoſition of divine providence, for © 
ſalvation, and final acceptance, how « 
voutly ought our ſouls to join with! 


apoſtle's aſcription of praiſe, Bleed i: Gu. 1 


; $TRMON-X. 26 


4 


e and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


= 
= 


uncop 
which according ts his abundant mercy hath 


J.gotten us again unte a lively hope, by the 


o da rrectien of Feſus Chriſt from the dead,. 
to inberitance incorrupted and undefiied, 
of the that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven 


ceo or them 1049 are hept by the porwuer of God 
rned org) faith unto ſalvation, reany to be re- 
amor ſealed in the laſi time. 
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God maniteſted in the fleſh. 


TIN. iii. 16. 


{14 without controverſy, great is the myſtery 


of godlinefs ; God was manifeſt in the fleſh, 


: WW Hoever has given the leaſt atten- 


von to human nature, and at all conſi- 


dered the conſtitution of the human mind, 


* muſt have obſerved, how very difficult it is 


to make any deep and laſting impreſſions 
by things merely abſtracted, and ſpiritual.— 
While the mind is united to this corpo— 
deal ſyſtem, whoſe ſenſes appear the only 
medium of its information, it is very dif- 


hcult, fully to convince it of the reality 


——— 


ance of ſenſe, 
this; that as we take experience for our 


ind importance of thoſe things, which 
come not immediately under the cogni- 
The reaſon ſeems to be 
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beſt inſtructor, and this has moſt conſtant! 
and invariably informed us by our fcn!: 
all abſtract ideas, having no viſible co. 
reſpondent material images, are, {tric 
ſpeaking, unuſual objects, without the 
dinary proofs of their exiſtence, which, iy 
the moſt part, we have afforded of otic: 
things by the medium of our iznie;, 
Were not this experience fo ſtrongly op: 
rative, it would be difficult, if not cn: 
tirely impoſſible, to account for the ph 
nomenon, why matters of the preate? 
importance, received upon the beſt evi 
gence, and relative to our immortal in. 
tereſts, ſhould ſo weakly affect mankind. 
When our judgment is convinced of the 
iinportant nature and conſequences of re 
bgion, no reaſon can be aſſigned, wi: 
men ſhould act contrary thereto, fo fat. 
factory as this, that the object of pr: 
tent good, that is, the experience of pu 
lent happineſs, overbalances the we! 
of future felicity, 
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Though Chriſtianity is the moſt refined 


and ſpiritual ſyſtem of religion that ever 


pre vailed, as true religion, which relates to 


T 
\ 
E 


neceſſarily be ; yet it is very remarkably, 
in the whole courſe of its evidences, at- 
tended with ſuch viſhle, and ſenſible at- 
teſtations, as are peculiarly fitted to gain 
the belief of mankind, — When f:it it 


pure, holy, and 1nhnajte Being, muſt 


was made known, it was taught, not by 
$ſupcrnatural voices, and declarations from 
heaven, without any vitible appearances : 
17 be ward was made fleſn, and dwelt among 
% — The great teacher of our holy 
eligion, appeared upon the open theatre 
Wt the world; wrought miracles that were 
ment in the ſight of all; cured mala- 
ies which were as palpable to the ſ;24t 
zo! gchets, as they were even to the feel- 
* of thole who were afflicted thereby. 
de laws of nature, which were the ob- 
$<cts of every day's experience, were con- 
trouled; and the great law, which obtains 
trough all nature, was over-ruled in the 
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fight of multitudes, when Jeſus raiſe! 
the dead. Ihe belief then of our hol 
religion reſts upon fads: facts that were 
as cognizable hy the ſenſes, as are nn. 
kind, the dead, the fea, or any mate 

ſubſtances whatever; and our belief, found. 
ed upon teſtimony, has in it nothin? 
more extraordinary in point of the « 
dence which gives authority to our ai.) 
than any other hiſtorical truth whatſocy: 
ſo that it is with great reaſon we can her: 
adopt the obſervation of an ingenious w!. 
ter *, who never with deſign ſaid any thn: 
in favour of religion in any form; but h. 
endeayoured to ſtrike at the root of fe 
ſyſtem ; „That an abſtract inviſibic c,. 
ce ject, like that which natural religo 
alone preſents to us, cannot long 
« tuate the mind, or be of any mon! 

„ in life, To render the paſſions + 
& continuance, we muſt find ſome ©: 


* Mr, David Hume, 
+ Vid, his Naturaf hiſtory of religion, 
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« thod of affecting the ſenſes and imagt- 
« nation, and muſt embrace ſome hiſto- 
« rical as well as philoſophical account 
« of the Divinity ®.” The author of this 
' remark, has expreſly characterized the 
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ne. particular evidences by which Chriſtianity 
Mk 15 confirmed; which, in the following diſ- 
00 courſe, we hope will plainly appear. 

Ti : 

Ve It is true, that men muſt firſt gain the 
her ideas of an exalted ſelſexiſtent Being 
wi. © from material objects; ſuch as diſcover 
marks of thoſe perfections which are juſt- 
ny attributed to the ſupreme mind: but 
den the uniform exiſtence of theſe, would, 
% in time, deſtroy the power they firſt 
1850 had: and perhaps this uniformity, led tome 
7 ol the ancient philoſophers to talk of fate, 
2 and attribute ſo much to it. Be this as it 
8 map, the uniform laws of nature could 
er fo forcibly affect the human mind, 


is ſecing theſe immediately controuled, 


* Vid, Eſſays moral and political, p. 231. 
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An uninterrupted ſeries of cauſes and g. 
tes, that led to an acknowledgmen: a 
the divine mind, would not fo powerful! 
raiſe conviction, as the immediate in 
alterations of theſe, in conſequence « 
ſome ſenſible, though inadequate caul: That | 
For inſtance —the ſea wrought. up to : WW given t 
tempeſt, though by the acknowledge Mw tor 


» 


power of God, could not fo immediate MW flves 
or forcibly evidence the divine powe”, -- Fill be 
pecially to the generality of mank}:, 4; Ty 
ſeeing a ſtorm calmed, by only {pa 1: Whit up 
a word, The f. 
| is by ne 
There is nothing more plain than de bat is 
evidences by which Chriſtianity is fu Wapreeab 


ported, and its divine authority proves. We-our 1 
No ſyſtem of religion ever bore ſuch - 
ternal, and internal teſtimonies of tri. lf oy 
For, let its adverſaries ſay what they wii, Wet any 
the internal conſtitution of our holy rel nit. 
gion, and all its doctrines, will, when te- dt 907 
perly conſidered, afford the mind as itro Wha! . 1, 
proof of its credibility, and divine ug 


| it Can b 
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. 


al, as the external viſible evidences given 
f that almighty power by which it was 
hade manifeſt. There is nothing in 
le | hriſtianity myſteriouſly dark or unintel- 
>» of cible. — If this were really the cale, to 
my hat end are the frequent admonitions 
to 1 gien to ſcarch and ſtudy the Scriptures ? 
ee for what end could the Scriptures them- 
e les be deſigned ? Our holy religion 


„il bear the ſcrutiny of reaſon and phi- 
, 6 ]WÞlopiy ; nor doth it require us to believe 
upon evidences the moſt convincing, 


Tie faich that the Goſpel inſiſts upon, 
by no means a blind credulity; becauſe 
Fat is therein propoſcd to our belief, is 
reecable to the very conſtitution of things 
our rational, and immortal nature, 

lf our text were eflential to the proof 
& any one doctrine peculiar to Chriſ- 
Writs, it would then be neceſlary to enter 
Wto ſome enquiry concerning the origi— 
| bot as we take it for granted, that 
ea be vindicated by the genius of lan- 
1 
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guage; and ſuppoſe that it contains te 
doctrine but what is entirely agreeable u 
the whole plan of the Goſpel, we {hal 
conſider the text as genuine, complezt, 
and important; and enter immediate, 
upon the diſcuſſion of it, And, 


I. We will endeavour to aſce:tain the 
true meaning of the word my/tery. 


IT. Explain what we are to underftar; 
by Coed being manifeſt in the fleſh. n 
then, 


III. Offer ſome obvious thoughts 
our improvement. 


I. There has not been any word (e. 
cept ORTHODOXY ) that has been fo n 


miſunderſtood, and conſequently ſo n 
applied, as the word MysTExr : for 


has generally been ſuppoſed to figrii 
ſomething incomprehenſible. When 91 
this doctrine was eſtabliſhed, it was |! 
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nplying the word to any part of religion, 
and it at once prevented all enquiry, cut 
Port every diſpute, and ſolved every 
Piffculty. The church of Rome has ever 
Hund this one*of its beſt expedients to 
kecp the people in ignorance, and eſta- 
plih them in error, But if the Goſpel 
pe fairly, and impartially examined, it will 
pe ſound to contain nothing that will 
countenance ſuch abſurdities as theſe. Tt 


Vould be altogether unreaſonable to talk 


of revealing a myſtery, if the thing in 
_iſelf were totally inexplicable; and yet 
myſteries, in the Scriptures, are ſuppoſed 
capable, not only of being comprehended, 
bit fully under lad. Our Lord himſelf 
ts his diſciples, hat to them it was given 
no KNow the myſtery of the kingdom of 
Leuven. — St Paul makes mention of 


| bis own 4nowledge of the myflery of God; 
gad thinks it no impoſſible thing, to make 


KW 10wn the myflery of the Geſpel to others: ray, 


the apoſtle uſes the expreſſion as for the 


vas be ole buſineſs of his apoſtleſhip, when, 
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in his epiſtle to the Coloſhans, he fays, .. 
Whereof I am made a miniſter according i tl, 
diſpenſation of God, which is given 10 n, 
for you to fulfil the word of God: von ti; 
MysSTERY which hath been B1D from arm, 
and from generations, but NOW 1s unn 
MANIFEST fo the ſaints to whom Gn 
would MAKE KNOWN what 1s the vice 
the glory of this MySTERY among the Cn. 
tiles; which is, CHRIST IN vou, t 
HOPE OF GLORY : whem we preach, «wan {S032 t: 
ing every man, and teaching every man in, agen 
WISDOM ;' that we may preſent eVery mia on expla 
perfect in Feſus Chrift : whereunts ! 9 Id the 
labour, flriving according t9 his wwor{ing, ade k. 
which worketh in me mightily, So a ſo, in {WE with 
his aſcription of praz"s Y the on!y wi! Ypporte 
God, in the cles f his epiſtle to the Ine; cc 
Romans, he thus expreſſes himſc!{--V eelligi 
to him that is of power to e/labliſh you accorte plays of 
ing to my Goſpel, and the preaching «of feu Waineſt 
Chrifl, according to the REVELAT10N of Wy, ai 
the MySTERY which was kept SECRET ut BT 
the world began, but NOW is made MAE 
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| «7, and by the ſcriptures of the prophets, 


55 — 
: „ ding ts the commandment of the ever- 
M6 %% God, MADE KNOWN TO ALL NA- 
oss, for the obedience of the faith, be glo— 
aon, „Kc. Without reciting any other paſ- 
es wherein the word is to be found thus 
Gil der ſtood, and interpreted; (all of which, 
hes & t: texts juſt quoted, will ſufficiently ex- 


Wain) it is obvious to remark ; that the 
Wren y here ſpoken of, is certainly the 
Boy EL itſel. and while it was hid for ages 
Bd generations, could not poſhbly be tneton, 
g plained: and thus far, and no farther, 
Bd the myſtery reach: for when it was 
Wade known to the ſaints, it was publiſh- 
W with convincing power and teſtimony ; 

ported by ant authority evidently di- 
o the Wc; containing. „thing myſteriouſly un- 
Mielligible, unleſs the meſt manifeſt diſ- 
Ways of the perfections of God, and the 
Waineſt directions to man in the way of 


iy, and aſſurance of ſalvation, can ſo 
eſteemed. 
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Subſtitute only what the apoſtle (yp, 
was 4ept ſecret, inſtead of myſtery, aud th 
argument will appear extremely eaſy. 
for who is there but perceives, that tl; 
eſſence of a fecret conſiſts in its not being 
diſcloſed ; or that when the ſecret is re 
vealed, it ceaſes to be ſuch? and in ; 
ſimilar ſenſe, and no other, can the (al 
pe! be called a myſtery ; which, by t. 
apoſtle's arguments, plainly appears ; b 
which we are to underſtand, the prii 


leges, and doctrines of the Goſpel, and 
method taken to reveal theſe to mankin, 
to be the myſtery fo often, and varivu! 
ſpoken of in the ſacred writings. 


As a divine revelation muſt neceſſi 
ſuppoſe the neceſſity of mankind bc 
better inſtructed, and informed; its 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, that it ſhould d 
cloſe things of which they were be 
entirely ignorant; and make farther 
coveries of thoſe things, which were e, 
ther imperfectly underſtood, or faint); it 
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0 el. Now theſe things, before they 
id th pere made known, could not by their 


aly— ry nature be comprehended: but as ſoon 
it tli they were revealed, they ceaſed to be 
very WS crets, or myſteries 3 and became the ob- 
15 It 


ds of men's reaſon, comprehenſion and 
in: 
e Goh 
by "WE But perhaps it will here be objected, 
Yr there not things above our comprehenſion, 
lich yet we firmly believe? — Can you ex- 
Wain the nature, and perfectians of God, and 


\nKin, Wt yen believe theſe exiſl? 


will 


' 
andt 


ariou! 
That J believe in the exiſtence of a 
ng, whoſe nature and perfections I can- 
ceſtur plain, is true—and I am obliged to 


&«:10wicedge, that God is poſſeſſed of per- 


cs which I cannot comprehend: But 
alc 0" is nt the incomprehenſibleneſs of theſe 
e bei Eriectiuns that is the object of my faith; 
ner © BP: this is founded upon the original truth 
were le bare exiſtence of God, which I can- 


doubt; and though it be certain, that 
ou, II. E 
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I do believe God poſſeſſed of every ati. 
bute we generally aſcribe to him, yet | 
do not preſume to diſcover, how. or i 
what manner, he ſo poſlefles them. 


There ſeems to be ſome neceſſity of (e: 
thing our ideas upon this point, becaul 


in general they are much confused. * 
The belief of a God (a doctrine ſo plir Limp! 
and inconteſtible, that by ſome it x Balv 
deen eſteemed a ſelf-evident prin Fully 


has been urged in defence of ada : 
thoſe doctrines, which had no fi in 
ciples of reaſon leading to their provi. i ore 
belief of a God ariſes from matter of . i 
creation around us, diſplays ſuch mari 
of power and defign—and conſtant er | But 
perience inform us, that every effect muß tat th 
have ſome adequate cauſe, that we are ion 
immediately from the contemplation d ompre 
nature, and ourſelves, to conclude on bg 
* 3 
fide of ſome great, powerful, and wi... 
Being: from which principle, the h Gut any 
exiſtence, immenſity, independence, pe. 


empl: 
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tr. a rituality, and other attributes of the Deity, 
etre inferred—and though we cannot com- 
Ir 0 ow the ideas of immenſity, eternity, 
| uno! iginate ſelf-exiſtence z yet this we 
can comprehend — that a Being does exiſt, 
f fe E is poſſeſſed of theſe perfections of 
nature. And this concluſion we juſtly 
ed.— 110 m, from truths the moſt eaſy and 
pa ümple in themſelves : in this caſe, we are 
eon !:d to the belief of things we cannot 
fully comprehend ; which is generally the 
Fame, whenever we puſh our enquiries far, 
zin whatever ſtudies engaged: and in none 
E remarkably, than when we con- 
template even ourſelves. 


— 


But now, will any one pretend to ſay, 
bat the admiſſion of the truth of the per- 
ſections of the divine nature, though in- 

omprehenſible in themſelves, is equally 
Wbſurd, as embracing doctrines not only 
themſelves incomprehenſible, but wich- 

but uy one ſelf-evident, or rational prin- 

ole leading to the proof of them? — 

K 2 
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There is an eſſential difference in beljeyins 
that a Being does exiſt incompreh-n{jhl; 
great, and believing any thing income. 
henſible, for no better reaſon but becaut 
it is ſo. — The reality of the exiſterice 
God—the reality of his perfections, the 
are the objects of belief—not the m4 


of exiſtence of the divine mind; or !/ 


S 
Im ts, 


Sinſec; 


manner in which he poſſeſſes theſe exce!. 90 any 
lencies of nature. To return de mu 
Rinſe] 

We apprehend that the myſtery {poker inge 
With a! 


of in the text, will ſtand clear of every o- We 
jection, when underſtood as explained n F. kect, 


the preceding obſervations; which vi Wtentir 
naturally lead us to the application of e G 
term as we proceed, © his 

Pat Mo 

II. To explain, what we are to un. Pech at 

derſtand, by Gd being manife/t in ti Rarance 

De dec 


feſb. 5 
| Ippoſe, | 


ly mea 
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And here it will be neceſlary, previouſly 


vine 
ibl $o conſider, how, or in what manner, God 
1 an be manifeſted to us. | 


* That infinite almighty Being, who is 
he e univerſal ſpirit, that exiſts without 
— Imits, works uncontrouled, and operates 
rica, cannot in himſelf be the object 
xedl d! any of our ſenſes. —Firſt, as a ſpirit, 

hc muſt be above any manifeſtation of 
himſelf to the groſſer feelings of material 
einge- next, as he is infinite, and extended 


poken 

- oi ich all ſpace, and as all our ſenſes are im- 
be in erfect, and confined, — Moſes, indeed, is 
| wil Wtentimes repreſented as holding converſe 


ich God, face to face, as a man talketh 
Þ his ſriend: But when we conſider, 
that Moſes is ſaid to have communion with 
God, at times, when only a partial ap- 
Earance was ſeen, and an angel uttered 
th: decree of the Moſt High; we may 
Wppoſe, that this converſe with God could 
Ny mean ſuch an intercourſe with Je- 
Nah, which, as it was appointed by 


of tht 


to un- 


in ti 
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revelation from God, was on that occ ae 
ſaid to be held by God himſelf; and 
Moſes when called to this divine audience 
by the word of the angel, was, on that ac. 
count, ſaid to talk, or hold communia 
with God. So that in this, and all . 
traordinary caſes, wherein the prophets ar 
ſzid to converſe with God, and receire 
the meſſages they were ſaid to deliver, 
there is nothing more to be ſuppoſcd, 
than a declaration of the divine powe 
and glory, manifeſted by ſomc othe 
medium of information, than the real ap 
pearance of Jehovah himſelf, 


God is ſaid to be manifeſted to us 15 
the works of creation; which car mes 
nothing more, than the diſplay of his pet 
fections, evident in the firſt formation, ati 
conſtant preſervation of all things. 1 
the heavens declare the glory of God; "a 
the firmament ſheweth his handy work. —" 
this ſenſe, it is ſaid, all thy works pri? 
thee in all places of thy dominion. 
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| Now, in all theſe manifeſtations of God, 
Þothing more can be meant, but only the 
(proofs of his perfections, reſulting from 
the harmony, conſiſtency, greatneſs, and 
amirable conſtructure of the ſeveral 
parts of nature. — The Deity himſelf ſtill 
temains unexplored — he recedes from all 
dur reſearches z and veils himſelf in the 
nſuſferable light of his own unapproach- 
ble glory; and, in manifeſtation of him- 
lf, leaves us to contemplate the diſ- 
. of his perfections. 


As this is the only means of God being 
Lait cited to men; let us enquire, whe- 
Per the words of our text will bear this 
* cation. 


If the Deity might properly be ſaid to 


| Wanife!: himſelf in the works of creation, 


Peauſe therein are ſufficient footſteps of 
hi eternal power and Godhead ; with much 
Wore rcaſon and propriety might God be 
43 © be manifeſted in the leſh—decauſe, 
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by the incarnation of his Son, and oy 
Saviour, there are more conſpicusi:s in 
glorious evidences of the divine perte. 
tions ſeen, than were ever before attori 
to mankind, — What is the language d 
the filent radiance of the ſun, thuuy! 
ſhining forth with all the ſteady glory i 
noon, to the ſun of righteouſneſs, wh 
brought down truth from heaven to en. 
lighten the minds of men, and give then 
the moſt exalted views of virtue and re 
ligion ? —In the wonders of the great dee 
—in the ſtormy commotion of the g. 
bled ſea ; when the winds labour w:th & 
ſtruction, and the ocean heaves from tli 
deep bed of its repoſe—in the pea! d 
inſtant thunder, that rocks the earth, 4. 
ſhakes the pillars of the vaulted heaven- 
in the lightning's momentary glar?- 
in theſe we can trace the power ot tit 
Moſt High — but in general, it wil! 
under emotions unfriendly to cn cul 
viction.— But hear the Son of God can 
all this uproar of conflicting nature; and 
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* by only a gentle command, reduce the 
will confuſion to its former ſerenity ; and 
{you have a more ſtriking inſtance of 


power, while the mind 1s naturally left 


under the mild influences of calm con- 
N 
VIC $ | 


$ » 
: 


| (God might properly be ſaid to be mani- 
ſcited in the fleſh, becauſe, in conſequence 
of the incarnation of Chriſt, each attri- 
buten of the divine nature is moſt conſpi- 


* woully diſplayed, 


; THE POWER of God was never fo open- 
bly manifeſted, as it was in all the miracles 
E which our Lord performed. For though, 
perhaps to a few contemplative minds, 
the order, and regularities of nature are 


== convincing inſtances of that infinite power 
by which all things were created, and 


pare upheld ; yet, in general, an immediate 
Ecxertion of the divine energy, Either to 
controul the laws of nature, or exerciie 
y theſe in an uncommon, and unexpected 


LS 
1 
* 3 
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manner, more forcibly affects mankind, 
When the fea is calmed with a word 
the dead raiſed at command — the fick 
healed by a touch — theſe are things that 
carry with them the ftrongeſt evidence 
of power by which they were effected. 


THrtWisnom of God, is peculiarly ma. 
nifeſted byChriſt in thefleſh.—W earc made 
acquainted with the connected ſcheme of 
the divine providence, relative to his dil- 
penſations with mankind— Many bing, 
are aſcertained, which before were dark, 
or unintelligible.— The different diſpen(s- 
tions of divine Providence, appear ptr- 
fectly conſiſtent with the uniform deiigns 
which an all-perfect, wiſe, and good Being 
cannot but purſue in the adminiſtration 
of his government, — Being thus inſtruct- 
ed in the method of God's moral govern- 
ment, the wiſdom of the Deity in the for- 
mation of man, not only more evidentiy ap- 
pears ; but the future part of the ice, 
which reſpects a ſtate of immortality, cr 
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on the proofs of the divine perfections, 
till they ariſe to the fulleft conviction, 

; 

Tut JusTICE of the divine Being can- 
not be more clearly taught or illuſtrated, 
than by the expreſs declarations of Chriſt, 
and thoſe parables, which beautifully de- 
ſcribe the proceedings of the day of judg- 
ment ; and clearly point out thoſe cha- 
racters, who ſhall be finally rewarded or 
condemned; and that in a manner alto- 
gether agreeable to our natural apprehen- 
ſions of moral excellence, and entirely 
conſiſtent with the ideas we entertain of 
Fa righteous, moral governor, and the in- 
ſtitution and adminiſtration of his king- 
dom.— The JUsTICE of Gad is never re- 
$p:c{ented in Scripture, but in a manner 
that does honour to thedivine government; 
Enay, what appears the wiſe ſupport of it. 
The very ſpirit of the goſpe] preſumes 
the placability of the divine nature. The 
© Deity is never repreſented as inexorable. 


g The natural fears which men wauld other- 
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wiſe entertain from the ſeverity of the q. 
fended majeſty of God, are reduced t 
that rational awe and veneration of the 
divine character, upon which a fincer 
obedience can be grounded, 


Tre VERAciry of God, ſtant: ei. 
dently diſplayed and manifeſt in the fleſh, 
by the Saviour of the world, —— The com. 
ing of the Meſſiah was not a more ces 
tain event, than that it was foretv © |! 
ancient prophecies, his kingdom an cn: 
racter are all amply deicribed—th+ {i 
of the world at his appearance, (d u. 
nable alone by the concurrence of h 
cauſes) was exactly what it was forctoli 
it ſhould be, when the Deliverer {hould 


ariſe : which will appear inconteſtibſe, it 
with the ſlighteſt glance, we review tit 
hiſtory of the Jews, and that of the Ro 
man empire. — All theſe prophecies wer 
delivered in the name of the moſt big 
God —they had paſſed the ſeal of heave! 
— they were authenticated records “ 
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W 


e of. Wie Eternal's decrees — venerated worthy 
> to Meir authority and fulfilled as became the 
f the eracity of God, — Theſe are noble atteſ- 
ncere tions in favour of the accompliſhment 
of predictions as yet unfulfilled ; and the 
pre ground of hope, that all the promiſes 
of the Goſpel, are well ordered in all things, 
@/ /i--; fince they are eſtabliſhed by the 
wor »{ that God, who, from the immut- 
a'- neceſſity of his own nature, cannot 


od 


Tux GooDNess of God ſtands every- 
pere recorded throughout the whole 
une eme of ſalvation which the Saviour 
retol M ealed. This is the leading character 
{tou the whole — God ſo loved the world, that 
Je, gave his only begotten Son to be made fleſh, 
w the WA innnediate manifeſtation of everlaſting 
10 Ro- revolence.— The whole plan of the 
; wer W(pel, includes the moſt aſtoniſhing in- 
+ high ces of this perfection of the divine na- 
heave! We '— and the whole life, and character 
our Lord, were ſingular examples of the 
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ſame divine excellence of nature, whit 
his almighty Father infinitely poſſeſſe 
and, in him, ſo conſpicuouſly diſplayet 
— To reſtore mankind to the love, 2 
practice of virtue, and true relip/on—; 
an expreſs act of oblivion, to rememby 
their ſins no more—to reſtore them to the 
immortality they had forfeited — to x: 
cept them not upon ſinleſs, but fincere he 
haviour—to beſtow the rewards of in 
mortality upon the righteous —are here. 
fits and deſigns, which can proceed lo 
from the INFINITE GooDNEss or Cui 


This, with every other perfection of tt 
divine nature, ſuch as the rightcouſne 
holineſs, and purity of God, are ful mv 
nifeſted in the Goſpel —which Goſp*! v 
made known by the Son of (zo, «1 
was made fleſh, and dwelt among us, 


We have ſeen that the only wiy 
which God can be manifeſted 
is, by the manifeſtation of the pere 
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of his nature; and as this is done in the 
"al ;cmarkable manner by the revelation 
& Chrift; it will follow, that the mani- 
tation of God in the fleſh, is the moſt 
gear, convincing, and real, that can 
poly be conceived, 


EE EE 


— . - 


F 


la the ſame ſenſe, as here explained, 
be we to underſtand the declaration of 
gur Lord — he that hath ſeen me, hath 
Ger the Father alſo : which perfectly re- 
gonciles it with the declaration, no man 
tb ſeen the Father at any time. — By the 
$rt of which, we are to underſtand the 
G(play of the divine perfections in the 
@haracter, powers, and deſign which our 
Lord cxhibited — by the ſecond, the ex- 
Wicd preatneſs, and unapproachable glo- 
des of the eternal God, ſimply conſidered 
dchemſelves. 
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e ang thus explained, what we appre- 
191 bend to be the true import of the words 
our text, we come, 
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do SERMON XN]. 
III. To offer ſome thoughts for gur 


improvement. 


Beſides thoſe which obviouſly ariſe trc; 
the words thus underſtood ; the follow"; 
will be naturally ſuggeſted to our minds 
Hou frequent ought to be our contem. 
plations on the perfections of God, nj. 
feſted in the Goſpel ? — What obligate 
are upon us, to live under all tlic . 
ences of the powers of holineſs ? — 4 
Chriſtians, we are called to vena! th: 
| PowER, adore the WisDoM, to rev: 
— the JUSTICE, rejeice in the PLA #117), 

| | confide in the V ERACITY, and be: ior th 
5 Mercy or Gon. 


— - 


— n ——— 


eſteem of his ſpotleſs character, and! 
{ | deftre of imitating it — a reverence of hi 
name — a firm belief of all he taught 
'v} i ſublime love — a devout and affectione 
1 regard; equal to the obligations we 2! 
under to him, who graciouſly conuc!. 2nd 


| | | | The duties we owe our Redeemer, 4. 
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tot beat our infirmities of nature: ue, 


EA 


We; without fin, was made fin fer us; by 
lo ridemption we are ſaved: by whoſe 


u⸗ 


rreclion, and aſcenſion, all our hopes of 


Immortality are confirmed; and through 


3 WING J 

1ind, n, God only wiſe, eternal, great, 
ntem- an! 2004, be afcribed ſupream, and ever- 
m. ing honour, and praiſe. 
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de propriety of the humble ſtate in 
hich the Meſhah appeared, 
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The propriety of the humble ſtate in 
which the Meſſiah appeared. 


MATT. ii. 23. 


be came and dwelt in a city called Na- 
zareth. that 11 might be fulfilled which was 
ſporen by the prophets, He ſhall be called 


a Nazarene, 


7 

Nor RING can poſſibly give us 
ber conceptions of the wiſdom of God, 
Wan the caly method he takes, in the 
Wuric of his providence, to bring about 
greateſt events, and accompliſh the 
ſt conſummate defigns. Human art 
ens ion are laboriouſſy exerted, when 


al 


attempt to effect things of importance, 
compels preconcerted ſchemes. In- 
* Wem only wills the del1gn, and 
RP j - . p 

)icuiately, if need be, univerſal nature 


F 3 


- 


SS” — 2 


— wm a ” 4 
— ů —ͤ—Ub— <> — — So — 1 wi . * 


La bo . 
— OST 


= 


= 4 — 2 


— — er — 4 


———— 
o I» - 


- - — — - 
— * — 


— 


OO oo — ARC. ſ — — 


— 
— ——— 
— — 


— 
———ͤ——— 


— 


— — 4 Q 


—_— D 1 * 


— — 
on en ů —ͤ̃ ꝓy—— — 


— —— — 
— ron — 


ave 
- hy I - = 


— "3k 


* ET ²˙ XA IFC... 


— > © 


— 


| | 

1 
ES 
{| . 
1 | 
i rh 1 
1 


1 
| 
; 
( | 
[ 
1 


86 SERMON XII. 


| 90 re 
Pas, t. 
bn we 
Fon t 
De Re 
Nriod. 
give! « 


Wncn 

Shade « 
God m. 
rejce 


Ron 


concurs in its accompliſhment. To h. 
man underſtanding, the deſigns orf Pri, 
dence ſometimes appear myſteriouſly i 
tricate, and dark: at others, the caſe wi 
which grand events are brought to ps 


1 1 


leaves the mind lefs impreſſed, than wh 


a more magnificent apparatus 
uſe of, By reaſoning too cloſety ir5m 


man power and ſkill, to divine wile 
and cmmipotence, we may be 21! to | 
poſe, that the great affairs of“ 

mould bear enitamped upon die 


mark of ſublimity, and gran. 

theic are expectations, Which t.. Ws prot 
We fat; 
Ps s 


accou 


cence of God, properly conſid ed, et 
mits us not to entertain. The node 
icheme of infinite wiſdom that cvcr wi 
unfolded to mankind, opens by W beara; 


0 V. 


introduction of the author of it ito t 
world; whoſe birth, had earthiy diyn! 
been a token of its greatneſs, ws 
moſt remote from it conceivable. 1 
rents were in ſuch circumſtances ti.t 4s 
an obſcurity, and a flight into a :©410 
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ao repute, abſolutely neceſſary. Here it 


Oh 

pr bas, that for a conſiderable time, that per- 
ess concealed in unnoticed retirement 
{ wi Gon the world, who afterwards was to be 


0 1 Wt: Redeemer of it. Yet, even during this 
1 1h period, there were ſufficient intimations 

gen oi the dignity of his character: and 
n when obſcurity could no longer caſt its 
ac over his riſing perfection, the Son of 
+1 ad made his open appearance; and though 
ME rcjccted all earthly grandeur, gave atteſ- 
on of divine excellence. This humble 
Poearance of the Meſſiah, together with 
pretenſions to that high character, was 
ky latal ſtumblingblock, by which the 
0: el into ſo many errors, and ſuch 


ccountable prejudices : for this mean 
@pcarance of Jeſus, but ill conſorted with 
ole vain and extravagant expectations 
Ney entertained of the advent of the Meſ- 
the magnificence of whoſe firſt ap- 
ance ſhould have alarmed mankind 
attention, and whole exalted dignity 
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ſhould awe them into obedience. T4 


. 


high expectations, and the pride 


produced, would not ſuffer them i» 3»; 


to the acknowledgment of a Met%h - 
humble birth, and mean parentae. | 
was a mortifying diſappointment to“ 
Jews, to find that the Redeemer of [ir: 
was born in obſcurity ; and that Nazatet 
ſhould boaſt his reſidence. Yet here ti 
Saviour took up his abode, agreeable t 
the prophecies, that he ſhould be ralld 
Nazarene, Nor were the illuſtrious m- 
racles of Jeſus, his aſtoniſhing wildon, 
and unſullied purity, ſufficient to over 
come the unparalleled prejudices the ſen: 
had entertained againſt him: for notwii 
{tanding his mighty works, and wis © 
courſes, which, when conſidered in cunt 
tion with his obſcure birth, were the m0! 
aſtoniſhing, they urge this contemptuck 
objection againſt the divinity of |:'5 
ſion, Is net this the carpenter's h - 

this invidious enquiry were ft:t:ciont ' 
deſtroy the inconteſtible evidence vi 1 
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E miccles that loudly proclaimed — Tas 


N 6” 
14 1 SON OF Go. 


| - 
But indeed, the pride and ambition of 


the Jews were but ill ſuited to the 


humble ſtate in which the Meſſiah firſt ap- 
peared, Their national prejudices, had 
taught them © expect a Saviour, under 
whoſe dominion they ſhould have enjoyed 


| their full of worldly power and grandeur ; 
| with; every thing that could aggrandize 


their nation, and fatisfy their pride and 
ambition. When they found the life 
and doctrines of Jeſus, ſo directly repug- 
nant to their vain expectations, thoſe 
among them of the greateſt reputation for 
wiitom and knowledge, endeavour to caſt 
the blackeſt odium upon his character, 


to fully his reputation, and deſtroy his 
authority. To effect this, they accom- 


madate their wicked arts, and malicious 
aſperſions, to the diſpoſitions and charac- 
urs of thoſe whom they meant to de- 
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lude “. To thoſe who had a zeal for the 
preſent peace and happineſs of the Jewiſh 
nation, and who acknowledged and paid 
all proper obedience to the Roman autho- 
rity, they repreſent the Meſſiah as a ſac- 
tious and ſeditious perfon z as one who 
oppoſed the dominion of Ceſar, and am- 
hitiouſly attempted to erect a kingdom 
of his own in oppoſition to it: that he 
was induced to this bold deſign, by th 
encreaſing numbers of his followers and 
diſciples, who cheriſhed his pride, an no 
riſked that ambition, which, if no: up- 
preſied in time, would ſoon proc 
mous and formidable. — When they Hun 
others impatient of the Roman yoke, ue 
waited for, and zealouſly expected tix 
coming of the Redeemer; they arttully 
ſuggeſt, the abſolute impoſſibilty that one 


The author cannot help acknowledging how mu 
he is indebted to the learned biſhop Stillingflcet, for tu 
of the following obſervations : he thinks n farther 
apvlogy neceſſary, for the liberty he Las taken vi 
that maſlerly writer, 
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. ſo mean and inconſiderable, with no 
k WE worldly authority, and without any inte- 
4 WE 4 or power, could effect their deliver- 
9 ance, or reſcue them from obedience, 
- and give them ſalvation: they would pro- 
50 bably urge, that the ſignal and miracu- 
„oss deliverances of God, when he brought 


mem out of Egyptian bondage, and Ba- 
bylonith captivity, were previous eviden- 
es that the moſt ſignal and illuſtrious 

1 ſhould be the great Deliverer that 
Mould appear in the character of the 
Meſſiah; of whoſe exalted dignity and 
creatncſs, Moſes, Joſhua, and all their 
illuſtrious progenitors and deliverers, were 
but the fainteſt types. 


The prieſts and Levites (as it was of 
Wo, ſo it remains to this day) could 
co perceive very imminent danger, when 
their church was attacked, and their law 
or mel liel; to be altered or abrogated; and 
Wcrciore they violently oppoſed all man- 
Wi! of reformation z endeavoured to eſ- 


4 
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tabliſh the prejudices of the people, and 
againſt all the faireſt evidences, rejcc the 
truth, becauſe their worldly interef; 
weighed heavy in the contrary ſcat, 
They ſtretched every nerve of oppoſition 
to the Saviour's kingdom — torture even 
his wiſdom and innocence, into th. moſt 
diſtant likeneſs of guilt —miſconfrue . 
benevolent actions, into a breach 
vine commands — and from the dar“ 
Iignity of their own minds, enden 
to blacken the brighteſt example of virtuc 
the world ever ſaw, 


When the people who attended the 
miracles of Jeſus with admiration, and 
heard his heavenly doctrines with d-l12h!, 
diicovered any ſigns of belief, or me 
of conviction; then it was immediate 
infinuated, that miracles were the cor 
mon pretenſions of every impoſtor tht 
laid claims to divine communion; thi! 
ſome were performed by magic; bit tt 
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the miracles of Chriſt, were wrought by 
the devil himſelf. 


Jo thoſe who were fond of phariſaica! 
auſterities, the licentious behaviour of 


ſeſus was preſently objected — he eateth 


with publicans and ſinners — performs mi- 
racles on the ſabbath-day — and with his 
diſciples, walks through the corn-helds, 
and impiouſly allowed them in the enor- 
mous offence, of ſatisfying their hunger 
with that proviſion, which they eat pure 
as it came from the hand of heaven—he 
openly diſcountenances all external cere- 
monies, gravity, and ſeverity; and calls 
therm by the opprobrious names of hypo- 
criſy, and pride— he derides, ſay they, 
all external forms, and places religion in 
mere morality, and the love of God, — 
Thus innocence itſelf paid a tax to pre- 
judice and vice. But the manner in which 
cur Lord treated all thoſe indignities 
offered to his ſacred perſon, and thoie 
aſtronts put upon his divine <oaracler, 
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indicates in him, that ſuperiority, which 
virtue always exhibits. In general, he 


only oppoſes his miracles, and an e. 
doctrines, breathing nothing but n. 


thropy, and love, to all the baſe datt. 
tion, and implacable hatred of his cn- 

In ſome caſes indeed he openty r: 5:1 
and condemns them; but then it ov 
of their own mouths : his applications e 
made with ſuch forcible propriety, with 
that ſimplicity, and energy, that to» the 
preſent they are obliged to ſtifle t. . 
ſentment, and remain in malignant Hence 
and ſuſpence; giving an inſtance ot per- 


verieneſs altogether as aſtoniſhing, #3 rn: 


virtue was admirable they meant to n 
and degrade. — But amidſt all &hæ 
tions made to our Saviour's divine 
ſion, from the meanneſs of his app 

ces, his religion at length pr. 
and that in oppoſition to Jewiſh unde 
lief, phariſaical deluſion, the wifi: © 
philoſophy, and the attacks of init), 
Theſe, inſtead of detecting any errors, 
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th conſuting any of its doctrines, have ſerved 
ne ſor touch-ſtones to diſcover its excellence, 
i and cſtabliſh its authority. 

„ When we confider Chriſtianity in its 
8. nature, extent, and deſign, as agreeable to 


the perfections of God, and ſuited to the 


ſpecting not only his intereſts here, but 
bercaſter; atteſted by ſuch miracles, and 
tonreyech through the ſeveral ages of the 
Eporld, in oppoſition to all the impediments 
that could well be deviſed by man, thrown 
In its way; there ſeems to remain but 
yery !ittie ground on which to lay any 
p.2utibic objection: the leſs indeed, ſince 
jec⸗ the objeRtions that have been made 
i b Chriſtianity, have been thoroughly 
Contidered, and fully anſwered, by the 
plett writers *. 


1 * This has not been done by any with more learning 
| Bin r. Lardner, in his Credibility of the Goſpel 
| Worv ; which, with the reſt of his works, do no lets 
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nature, and great concerns of men, re- 
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If the humble and mean appearance 
Jeſus be eſteemed any objection, 
the following obſervations will ob: 
or refute it, — This indeed ſeem: | 
been the great cauſe of offence, whe 
our Lord firſt began his public mini. 
tration; which was in an age when ma. 
kind were ſo intoxicated with 2mbition 
and fo zealouſly purſuing world:y ore: 
neſs, and had made fo great a progreſs in 
all the degrading arts of refinement, tha 
one ſhould have imagined this to have beg 


We None 


the laſt place, and time, in which nin. 


poſtor would have opened his pretrri/ic; 
eſpecially if he did not accommodate hin 


honour to the cauſe in ſupport of which they writ 
than they do to the judicious author himtc.; 
labour, and ſkill, en. 


the immediate and collateral evidences of C1: 


with fuch candour, 


in ſuch a manner, as would ſufficiently eftat ih 17 © 
dibility, and authority, if it were a matten 
In a court of law, where fri juſtice was to 
and determine, — I ſhould be glad to know whit © 
have attentively, and candidly read this Je. 
thor's Works. 
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© (elf to the reigning manners of the time, 
and ſuit his doctrines to the taſte of thoſe, 
among whom he hoped to gain credit, 
The Jews had not only theſe prejudices 
aud pride in common with the Romans, 
but they were in conſtant expectation of 
2 ſignal deliverer; and their vanity led 
nem to hope that he ſhould erect a king- 
dom of his own. Thus flown with am- 
dition, and elated with hope, they could 
hot entertain the thought, that the Son 
df God could have made his appearance 
ds the Redeemer of Iſrael, without ſome 
onal manifeſtation of his coming, or a 
teleſtial retinue to have uthered him in 
Þ the world. From their falſe ideas of 
gcatncls, no doubt but they expected an 
Wnbally of angels to foretel his approach, 
With a proclamation for all the kings of 
Ne carth to bow the ſuppliant knee, and lay 
Weir tributary ſceptres at his feet — for one 
ere] monarchy to commence, the Son 
Goch its ruler and head: at whoſe ap- 
(ance, the heavens ſhould ſhake, and 
Nor. II. 3 


(en 
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the earth tremble; and a peal of inſtagt 


nen 


thunder uſher him in, whom all the 'v 11 
powers of heaven were to attend, and Waris 
thoſe of earth ſubmit to, and own . 2 
Be: Wrpriz 
giance. — But when, inſtead of a genen W. 
proclamation of angels that the Micha} ad 
was born, the heavenly hoſt tell it tan WE... 
few ſhepherds — inſtead of the whole con- "FL 
fuſion of nature, a bright ſtar cn!y (i- WR, any 
rects where the Saviour lay, in 74: n. = 
of an inn — when this divine pern was WS 
neither born, nor educated in the courts d put 1 
princes, nor the ſchools of philoſophy, o Wh; the 
at the ſeet of rabbies; and was remarkavie Wl. app 
for no daring ambition, but only the vi- tee 
tues 0! humility, obedience, and bi The . 
ſton ; all theſe things were fo contrary v Wh 33 
the vain expectation of the J, Ui Wl 
they deſpiſed this ſimplicity, and were u 3 
fully blind to the real dignity or Lov Wl bs 5, 
ſuſtained. They little ſuppoſed tht m9 2 = 
fication, condeſcenſion, and pity, ve"  ., hat 


qualifications of the ſubjects of the Meſſiah! 


I oſing 
kingdom; and therefore were not a 


T. 


12 
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br his miracles he fed the poor, 
Wil their maladies, and preached his 
arne to them. They were no doubt 
&rcized, that he ſhould chooſe ſuch for 
&: Ciſcip!es who had nothing to recom- 
Wcnd them but ſimplicity and integrity; 
Wd were aſtoniſhed that he ſhould not only 
I his miniſtration without accompliſh- 
any worldly defigns, but by a death 
mominiouſly ſhameful. 
[But let us enquire whether this ſtate, 
d theſe circumſtances in which our 
drd appeared, be not beſt ſuited to an- 
Fer the end of his coming into this world. 


be Micah came not upon an errand 


low and mean, as either to dazzle man- 
Bd with the brightneſs of glory, or amaze 


bY with awful terrors of majeſty — he 
De bing liſe and immortality to light — 
Eve mankind the beſt aſſurances of an 
Pal haprincſs in the world to come: 
oſing the beſt means of arriving to 
Tv accompliſh which deſigns, it 


G 2 
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was neceſſary that the attachments to tl 


world ſhould be deſtroyed ; the imme. W but i 
derate prejudices concerning this world; WE to |: 
happineſs rectified: all the vanities, . purſu 
nour, and renown of this world, were » bnd. 
be brought out of that high reputaia che te 


and credit they had gained among mar. every 
kind. This could not be bettc: fut thoſe + 
than by a diſcovery of the moi! (hint Wpoſitio 
truths, and enforcing moral dui; fut; 
and being himſelf a pattern of that d. onſide 


tempt of this world, and heavenly . ue at. 


edneſs, which our Lord declare ue bo: 
the eſſential preparation for he ligion 
of immortal happineſs, — For h para. 


the Saviour choſe a life moit :n0@: 50:15 
from all the noiſy hurry of ain6140 Wc of ( 


and elected ſuch for his diſciples, ent an 
minds were untainted with e eri 
Our Lord very well knew, tha 

greateſt impediments to mora! a: There 


ligious improvements, were e i 
tations that ariſe. from world pledge 
and ambition ; it would thereſore 


tid; 

W 
re u 
tation 
mat. 
ici 
june 
Lubes; 
at con. 
mut 
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put ill became him, in any one inſtance, 
to have ſhewn the leaſt deſire of their 
W purſuit and poſſeſſion, Accordingly we 
$5nd, that Jeſus exactly ſuited his life to 
che tenor of his doctrines, and was in 
every reſpect, an illuſtrious example of 
thoſe virtues he taught. Upon the ſup- 
poſition of our Lord's appearing to reveal 
future ſtate of immortal glory, and the 
conſideration and experience that the un- 
uc attachments to this world, prevent 


Whoſe proper improvements in virtue and 
Neligion, which are made neceſſary to our 
Wrcvaration for immortal bleſſedneſs, the 
opacty of the humble appearance and 
Wic of Chriſt, led far from the magnifi- 
Went and ambitious ſcenes of this world, 
Wolt evidently appears, 


| There needs nothing more to ſhew the 
Woniſhins prejudices of mankind, than to 
Snider, that notwithſtanding the bene- 
ce, and regards our Lord diſcovered to 
| Frkind — notwithſtanding his miracles 
| 8 3 
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themſelves were exerted in the moſt triend- E Let 
ly relief of men; yet they were attri- WW duce 
buted to the interpoſition of the = his 

as if it were not more abſurd, to poſe eithe 
the grand adverſary of mankind to wk ME the | 
ſuch beneficent miracles in ſupport of {i the | 
authority, who came to deſtroy the work; WW princ 
of the devil, than to think that Jeſus, wio WW tlie K. 


taught ſuch pure doctrines, and chibi eſus 
ſuch an example of charity, and be- WF*"! wv: 
volence, performed theſe mirac!-« ii Hepp, 
God was with him. Is it not aſto;;:thing)y been 


ſtrange, that Jeſus ſhould be charged um 
the treaſonable deſigns of ſubyerting t 
government of Cæſar, when throughout Wound: 
his whole doctrine and life, there een 
pears a proper contempt of the pleaſurs . hee 
and honours of this world? — Did he nt 1 * 15 
in direct acknowledgment of Ce ' 
thority, work a miracle to pay the exact ow” co 

is d! 


tribute? — Did he not perform a m1 
lous cure upon the ſervant of the high 
prieſt, when the vindicable zeal of 0h 
of his diſciples had given him a wound 
+ 
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let the adverſaries of Chriſtianity pro- 
duce one inſtance in the life of Jeſus, 
his diſciples, or primitive Chriſtians, 
either during their ſevereſt perſecutions, or 
the more tranquil ſtate of the Church, of 
the leaſt uſurpation upon the rights of 
princes, under a pretence of eſtabliſhing 
the kingdom of Chriſt — the character of 
Jeſus was the moſt diſtant imaginable from 
Wl! wordly views, and claims of ambition. 
Happy that it was ſo; for it there had ever 
been the leaſt room on which to have made 
god the charge, thoſe who could be fo 


4. bhonable as to make it without any 
het Woundation, depend upon it, would not 
1 | Þave neglected to have ſupported, and 
{un Wuſtined it, — But the humble, and low 


de in which the Meſſiah appeared, not 
Py precludes every ſuch charge; but 


* 8 5 ; 

aa" conſidered with the end, and deſign 

mind @' 1115 dieine miſhon, appears to carry with 
” | f — * . .* — 

„ we eſtible evidences of its wiſdom 


Y propriety, 


CG 4 
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From this ſubje& we may draw ſon: ö Ne 


uſeful obſervations. E601 


| were 
I. We have before us, in the recep! 


This re 
our Lord met with, a pregnant inſtance ſtruct 
that oppoſition, which truth has alway ne g 

* * 1 | o 
met with from thoſe, whoſe ſuppoſed n. ſeditic 


tereſt it was not to believe it; and b ne 
ready men are to charge others wit be- 
reſy, and ſedition, who have dard yd are 
trines contrary to their wordly inte. dan 
reſts, 


: & ren 


© com 


EC thus 

Upon the peruſal of the evangelc man 
hiſtory, we ſhall find, that thoſe are the 
perſons who lay the heavieſt charge againt 


Jeſus, and his apoſtles, who would ſuter 
molt, if his religion prevailed. [t was the 


part 
in I 


A 
peop 


Joint cry of the chief prieſts, and c, 1, 
and elders of the people, that / un 
wrought with Pilate to condemn 0! 1.0% BW: |; 
contrary to the full perſuaſion orf 11s 3 Cr 


nocence. 1 


4 
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* Notwithſtanding all the evidences in 
avour of the divine miſſion of Jeſus, thoſe 
were to be found, who not only reject 
his religion, but charge him with the de- 
E fiructive, and ambitious deſigns of ſubvert- 
ing the order of civil ſociety, and ſowing 
ſedition among the people. This they 
knew was the moſt effectual courſe to 
render them odious to governors, who 
are apt to ſuſpect all new changes as 
dangerous, and think no truth can 
« compenſate the hazard of alterations: 
F< thus it was eſpecially among the Ro- 
gelicl man governors, who had learned, from 
che counſel given by Auguſtus, to be 
particularly jealous of all innovations 
in religion; and had much rather the 
people ſhould continue quiet under any 
old error, than have the peace di- 
E* {urbed for the truth. — This was really 
he greateſt difficulty in the way of 
Chrittianity 4.” 


one 


= 


| acte are the cxpreſs words of biſhop Stillingfleet. 
nod! the prelatical bench was filled with 
| men, 
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II. From the character of Jeſs thy 
conſidered, we learn, that true digi e 
may be polleſſed, independent of ar eines 
the riches and ſplendor of this world = imat 
that a ſtate of humility is beſt #:+-4 ud 
the diſplay of ſome of the moſt eino the 
virtues. — This conviction will ber they al 


| would 


of moderating our apprehenſions ,z de we 
ö ſions.— It is inconceivable the t Eallely 
4 are liable to fall into, from wrong efi- lues. 
mations of human life, the honors and gage, at 


dignity of this world. — Did we udge 0 um ble 
mankind by moral worth alone, wii. nor 


| i 
the only rational rate of characi-:, Ye de 
would come into more general rep? Ie th 
The good man alone would be- 
noured, applauded, carreſſed 3 che. 


renced — a blind regard, and baſe noma 


men, who in an unprejudiced manner woul! dite 
that this great impediment in the way of Chrifiany 
is very far from being wholly removed, — We mi 
then expect to ſee ſome of thoſe alterations take ph 
in matters of religion, which the rations! z lee 
of it cannot but devout!y deſire, 


4! 
Wucs wh; 
ſpccefſ:; 
e ch 


e mige 
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ole not be paid to characters, that have 


Ile or no more merit than the dirty 
wines that contain gold. — Did this moral 
Kimation take place, the humble poor 


Eyould not be deſpiſed, becauſe they are fo; 
por the deſpicable rich honoured, becauſe 


hey abound in poſſeſſions, The ſubmiſ- 
de would not be ſo depreſſed, nor the 
filſely ambitious ſo inſolently exalt them- 
Elves, — We ſhould then ſee beggars in 
dag, awing monarchs in purple; and the 
bumble peaſant ſhaming his lord, by 
ſurerior virtue, We ſhould ſee men fill- 
he polts of honour, not becauſe birth 
zue them titles, and princes favour ; but 
baute their virtues demand cönfidence, 
&"u their integrity fits them for glory, — 


ot the poor repine at their lot; it is 


Po nor than the Saviour himſelf ſuſtained ; 
"17 1hern of an humble ſpirit was the Goſ- 
preacoed, By the diſcharge of thoſe vir- 
Res which an inferiority of ſtation makes 
Peccſſary, we ſhall as effectually compleat 
Me character of true diſciples, as our 
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Lord did that of the Meſſiah, by the ur. 


ble condition he aſſumed, and thr n 
with which he ſupported his char 
Let the rich remember that their cats! 
ſtations, and large poſſeſſions bci{tow 1, 
real dignity — that diveſted of I ther 
honours, and deſpoiled of all ttic:r riche, 
they muſt appear before the S+i1vur x WG 81 
the laſt day: when no other excellence 
but moral worth, ſhall avail — u hen 2 
diſtinctions ſhall be aboliſhed — hen th! 
monarch, and beggar will be upon a |: 
ve! — and the poor in ſpirit, inherit . 
kingdom of heaven. 


Ot the 


Dt the hope and 
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tians, 


ſalvation of true Chriſ- 
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de hope and ſalvation of true Chriſ- 
tians, 


1 PET. iii. 5. 


d be the God and Father of our Lord 
eius Chriſt, which according to his abun- 
{mt mercy, hath begotter. us again to a 
bee, by the reſurrection of Feſus 
Chr: from the dead; to an inheritance 


mncurruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 


wet away z reſerved in heaven for you, 


10, are kept by the power of God thYough 
ich unto ſalvation, ready to be revealed 
in the la/? time. 


N this aſcription of praiſe to God, the 
at author of all our happineſs, and 
Nation, every true Chriſttan will be 
ay to join. It contains a noble ſum- 


y of our privileges, and hopes; it is 
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highly worthy our conſideration, ard in 


provement. «Hp 
Mic, th. 
be to C 
The text naturally leads us to obſeg 200 

. fon 
the following order, © 1 
[1 aut 
; 4 : Wwe COU 
I. To conſider what is the meaning 
5 . her 1 
being begotten again to a lively hope. 3 
; . rived 11 
II. By what this hope is confirmed, "INE 
S WC! 
a 0 . Wcoveric 
III. What is the object of it. 3 
the Ic 
Py 
IV. The qualifications of thoſc vio . 
entertain it. And, _—  - 
Mer. al 
TOW 
V. At what time the ſalvation hal Eh 
commence, which is the object of ti E 


Chriſtian's hope. 


I. We are to conſider what 1s the tut 
meaning of being begotten agair is = 
hope. 
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a I theſe words be taken in a limited 
bie, they may be conſidered as refer- 
to God the original cauſe of this ſal- 
tion, as therein entitled, and revealed 
* Father. If they be extended to a 
1 copious meaning, they then will 
cr include the natural evidences of 
- human mind in favour of a future ſtate, 
ed (rom the hope and expectation of 
as well as the more clear and poſitive 
Woovcrics of it by the Goſpel revelation. 
the former ſenſe, the meaning will 


1 


— at the fame almighty Being, who 


oſeryp 


£ Whq | ri 
1/ciconds to ſtile himlelf our heavenly 
- 


der, and who has begotten us from, no- 
ing, and made large proviſion for the 
poiv of all our wants in this world, 
mi own eftential goodneſs, and di- 
Ke benignity; in the ſame ſenſe, hath 
gotten us to a more exalted ſtate of 
ence, and raiſed us to higher honours 
0iz1ity than any we can here ſuſtain ; 
more permanent and illuſtrious, 


14 this world can preſent to us; and 
Vox. II. II 
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hopes of better things, than earth, 
all its riches, can beſtow. 


If we conſider the words in t!;- |» 
ſenſe, as referring to the natur:! en 
of the human mind in favour of 


ate, the reaſoning will run in de 
lowing train. — Bleſſed be that (39, y 
in the original conſtitution of our in 
ligent nature, formed us with fouls 
pable of reflecting upon his perlectia 
and entertaining hopes of happinek a 
durable than any this ſtate can afford; 
who, out of the fame mercy and g 
neſs, when men had perverted the m 
powers and capacities of their mind, 
had ſunk the very hope of immotu 
licity, in the ſordid attachments to! 
world's happineſs, interpoled to favett 
from the moſt dreadful ruin; and, & 
revelation of his will, and a TULuICH 
begat them again to that hops of i 
mortal, incorruptible ſtate, Which, b 
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{epravity of their nature, they had entirely 


Lott. 


There ſeems to be good reaſon for be- 
lieving that this more extenſive meaning 
Contained in the words of the text: not 
oily from the preſumption that mankind 
o/\1viaily entertained ſome apprehenſions 
a ſuture ſtate z but from the certainty 
the degeneracy of men's minds, when 
the Cofpel was made known. From 
hence we may ſafely conclude, that 
wtwithfanding the evidences of a future 
fate were admitted, they were not ſuf- 
the nent motives to virtue; and therefore, 
indes, enkind needed the confirmation of theſe 
nota a manner that ſhould excite their at- 
ts % tion, and make theſe evidences pre- 
ung principles of obedience. 


The hiſtory of the world furniſhes us 

th ſtrong reaſons to believe, that the 

uman mind has not been without con- 

Ixcing evidences of a future ſtate. "he 
II 2 
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compariſon of the Old and Ne,] T Nets WM: to 
ſub{tantiates this remark. Ve 6 tl 

in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, that thy{ 
excellent worthies, whole names ande 


A , 
2 


rolled as examples of virtue, -/ ine 
faith, which was the ſubſtance of thing; haf Oh 
for, and the evidence of things not j::1: : that future 
the patriarchs, Abraham, Iſaac, nd .. pro 
cob, while they lived in Canaan, fought a ine 
better, an heavenly country, confchg te 
themſelves pilgrims and ſtrangers ed 


earth. St. Paul makes this alſo the be. Ice ih 
lief of the ten tribes, grounded 1pon 1: aur. 


promiſes made to their fathers. In {hi 
atter-ages, that never received the as !1! 
oracles of God, allowed the doctrine. 
Having thus conſidered what we app! 
hend to be the true meaning of being l 
gotten again t9 a lively hope, and the agu 
ments in ſupport of it; we come, 


II. To conſider by what this i 


7 


hope is confirmed — and this ts ene 
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1 to be, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chri/t 


Y 171 tte dead. 


As the evidences ariſing from the rea- 


; that ning of men's minds, were not ſuffi- 
habet kent in themſelves to make the belief of 
that future fate influential of their conduct, 
) d procuce correſpondent rectitude, and 


oline ss Ci life it foemed highly exe. 
5 3 t 


fins ent, that when this doctrine was repub- 
upon ned to mankind, that tome ſtriking evi- 
he de⸗ 1ce thould be given, in order to eſtabliſn 


e authority of the perſon who explained 


and ſome illuſtrious proof, or inſtance, 


as ! induce mankind to the belief of it. 
ine ccocdingly we find, that our Lord not 
apply wrought other many remarkable 


eing e wco'l-atteſted miracles, but raiſed 


eral to life who had been really dead; 
„ one who had been actually buried. 


2 NA The 
e 4 


nen his enemies demanded ſome evi- 
heiß een of his being the Son of God, 
3 2 

in proof that his authority was ſuih- 


at to enforce the belief of a future 
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world; Jeſus places the whole prov; g t che 
theſe two important points upon his on ood n 
reſurrection. This declaration was 8. icted, 
cient to ſet them upon their guard, an uftrio 
caution them againſt any colluſion in tee 
cvent. Accordingly we find all imarin ponder 
able care taken to ſtop the credit g pat flee 
our Lord's divine character and auths- as th 


: "TH 
rity, by every method that was ag oy 20; 


to detect, if poſſible, the ſupp) ins 


| om ſu 

coura; 
bent th: 
Ind in { 


the x1 
orinthi 


poſture of his reſurrection : but 4/1 rhe 
precautions, tended moſt remutl;ably 1 
ſubſtantiate the truth of that fact, and thy 
authority, they were intended to it, 
lidate and deſtroy z and ſerved to ator 
the fulleſt evidence, that Feſes was a pri 
phet naughty indeed before God, and «! 
people. — This was not only ai aft at- 
ing miraculous event, but it did, in it 
ſelf, ſerve to convince mank1in! of t! 
divine miſhon, and authority of e 

He had declared a future ſtate to ul 
world — he had ſpoken of the ene! 
reſurrection of the dead — the julgn% 
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wat hould enſue — and the happineſs of 
2d men. — Jeſus himſelf, as he pre- 
ied, roſe from the tomb — he gave an 
hultrious proof, in his own character, 
che reality of the reſurrection — he then 
ended to heaven, as the ſirſt-fruits of them 
Wat rep — 4s the firſi born of many brethren 

as the author of our ſalvation, and that 
wely Hebe of an eternal inher itance, which, 
om ſuch illuſtrious evidences, we are 
Incourazed to form. — This is the argu- 
hent that the apoſtle largely inſiſts upon, 


nd in ſo maſterly a manner illuſtrates, 
the xv. chap. of his firſt epiſtle to'the 
orinthians,— I heſe obſervations lead us, 


III. To conſider the object of Chriſtian 
ppc —waich is, an inheritance incorrup- 
Me, unde filed, and that fadeth not away, 
As the original prepoſſeſſions of the 
man mind in favour of a future ſtate 
as all the hopes of immortality, and 
inal glory, were obſcured, if not 
wy loſt, in the ſubjection of men's paſ- 
H 4 
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ſions, and deſires to the happineſs of ts 


— u 
preſent world; it was neceilory, why nors 
the doctrine of a future ſtate was te. . 
vived and inforced, that the nature ae o 
it ſhould be explained; and that in cn. en 2 
tradiſtinction to this mortal, corruptible, aer. 
imperfect ſtate — and this we fü en Ipendit 
preſiy done in the words of the tex: fince. 
we are there told, that our future hes 3 
pineſs ſhail be an inberitance, Which we Jas the 
ſhall not hold by any mortal tenure « | which 


condition; and ſubject to no precation 
laws. — When once we are entered I. 
the heavenly inheritance, the poilefhon 


will be ſure — it will be maintainec a 
out any fear of violence, any dete ar; 
change, or apprehenſion of lofs — it . 
be wndefiiled, as ſeparate from Feser ſe. 
and moral depravity — no ftai;; ii Lerſtoo 
upon the heavenly ſtate, — Ange into th 
rity will there obtain; and its pt oper 
be ſubject to no alarm, — There, the 

riches will never decay — our polleſia none c 


never wax old — our pleaſurcs d tonal 


—— 
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the — our tranſports never fatigue— our ho- 
hen vors never diminiſh — our glory never 
e ſule - our felicity never run in the low 
re ae of indifference; but be permanently 


con- ſul! as the river of God, for ever, and 
be, er. Nor is this inheritance 22 de- 
ending upon any contingent circum- 
t- luces, or any other conditions but holi- 
> bey reſs and purity ; for it new exiſts, and 
ch e the apoſtle tells us, is referved in heaven. 
re WW which of courſe introduces the enquiry, 


C390 . 
IV. What are the qualifications of 
Jie woe who are intitled to entertaih the 
e hope of the heavenly inheritance — and 
elne are theſe, who are kept by the power of 
— it 1 6-4 101g h faith unte ſalvation. — In what- 
ſever ſenſe the power of God be here un- 
vill erſtocd, it muſt ultimately be reſolved 
ne into the divine energy; which, however 
+. pſt operate, muſt be in a manner ſuitable 
ere, to the conſtitution of our minds — and 
olle none can be more ſuitable, than the ra- 


er ene means of religion which heaven 
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has afforded us — in all reſpects, accon. 
modated to the conviction of the mind, 
and producing correſpondent ion, 
in our lives, — In Chriſtianity, ze 4. 
played all thoſe perfections of God thit 
beſt recommend him to our love, and 
obedience ; and all thoſe coercive mot: :;; 
to duty, which, whether reſulting; n 
juſtice, placability, or grace, are, {trill 
ſpeaking, derived from the power, or 
energy of God — for which ever attribus 
of the divine nature gives life to ine, 
this is the power by which it is produced. 
This divine energy can never be ſup— 
poſcd to operate independent of ourſelves, 
or force us to be partakers of the heaven 
calling, whether we will or no. It can 
not be efficacious, but as it induces us 
to entertain a proper faith — rejrved fir 
you, who are kept by the power of Git, 
THROUGH FAITH, wnto ſaluatin (i. e. 
you who are ſo convinced of thc reality 
of the Chriſtian religion, the authority 
of the Son of God, and the dec!raiiuns 
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the Goſpel, that you have ſuch a firm 
liance upon the divine veracity, ſuch 
i unſhaken hope of the promiſes of fu- 
une happineſs, and the poſſeſſion of the 
dernal inheritance, that you ſhall be led 
10 dractiſe all thoſe virtues, and comply 
Nene thoſe requirements, that, by the 
T ditions of the Goſpel, are made eſ- 
E ſcntial preparatives for the poſſeſſion of 
erna felicity, —Theſe reflections bring 
us to the grand reſult of all; when the obg- 
dience of the ſaint ſhall be perfect, and 
his ſalvation compleat - when the grace of 
God ſhall end in the final happineſs of his 


E 
\” 


obedient oftspring, — We are informed, 


; That the ſalvation of Chriſtians, 
ready to be revealed in the lafl time. 
Fins expreſſion is uſed to denote the 
3 ton of that ſcheme, or end of that 
ipcnfation to which it is applied; and 
3 in the preſent connection, it 
ſclers to the grand deſign of providence 
n the formation and redemption of 
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man, and the final iſſue of this, in the 
future judgment; when the deciſive fen. 
tence ſhall be paſt upon all men; a4 A... 
rewards and puniſhments diſpenſed c. te: 
cording to the ſtrict rules of infinite ;u\. i who: 
tice and mercy, and the moral Jeten of iivol ver 
mankind — when the whole icenc of this Mint 
world ſhall finally cloſe upon the a%- Mil eve: 
niſhed ſight of men — when thi; mighty ; 
theatre, upon which ſuch various actions 
have been performed, and ſuch inert 
things atchieved, ſhall, with its mf. 
cent decorations, be thrown into one ge. or 6 


Q 


neral ſcene of confuſion — when 5!! tt; Pichty 
grandeur muſt periſh, and all its giory roll ent of 
away in one undiſtinguiſhed flame of con- | 
ſuming fire; and the traces of man, 1 
all his acts, remain no more on carth.— 
Then one grand adjournment ihall be 
made to the court of heaven; where tn Wl 
long account of numberleſs ages ſhall be Hogan. 


8 
#1 


ettled - when the various diſpenſations u he ww; 
providence ſhall be all unfolded — w! 
unpartial juſtice ſhall review the x-t103 0 iP: an 
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th ind; and notwithſtanding the ſeeming 
en. S..!-{; difficulties that reſt on human at- 
ee all ſhall ſtand diſtinct and clear 
” ore thc omniſcient eye of that God, 
iu. hom nothing difficult, perplexed, or 
t of volved appears; to whom there is no 
this onfofton; who ſees diſtinctly through 
0. events, from the beginning of time 
rhty rough all eternity ; who knows the 
ices mate connection and reſult of things. 
e n this awful period, the grand⸗ 
t. ment hall commence. — The Sa- 
ge- or of the world, to whom the Al- 
| ts Wc Father has configned the govern- 
rait of it, as the appointed judge, ſhall 
cone bear in the full authority of his Father, 
inc attending angels, and pats the ſen- 
n. -e, that ſhall determine the condition 
i be al mankind, — To ſome, he ſhall ſay, 
e the 2 ye bleſſed of my Father ! inherit the 
all v« N brepared for you from the foundation 
If the rl. To others—depart from me ye 
whe V! into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
„ and his angels. — Then ſhall the 
1 
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happinefs of the righteous comme 
and the ſalvation of God be K 
thoſe who by his potber, tbrouſp |... 


been reſerved for the participation ot n. Þ urge 
mortal glory; and the peſſeſſion i, th: » could 


heritance incorruptible, undefiled, and (|; 
ſhall never fade away, 
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There is this grand argument in fav; 
of our holy religion, that it prelents n 
us the only view of things, that ind 
the providence of God, and makes hun 
nature at all explicable, and confiſtent- 
Without a future ſtate, man is an im 
ſolvable myſtery — and the whole plan 
providence, reſpecting humanaffais,amuw- 


3 ration 
dent | 
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give h 
W ho:din 
$ appoin 
J beings 


ingly dark and perplexed ; ain we BE {tc 
involved in endleſs difficulties, wlic vt Fnite pc 
attempt to decypher the deſign. — huts { 
we ſee good and evil ſo undiſtinguilly : yarioudf 
blended together, with all the uctuzin oecd 
of ſublunary things, the mind is puſi Wbreatl 
on in the enquiry after ſomethirs tutu, wh ac | 


in order to account for, and ſolve then be 
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ut difficultics ; at leaſt it hopes that there 
Jon de a ſtate, correſpondent in its re- 
ned, and permanent happineſs to the en- 
4 Jarged defires of the human foul, — It 
could never be the ultimate deſign of a 
it and cood Being, to raiſe this lower 
3 fromk nothing, to adorn this 
mahty ſcene with ſuch beautiful deco- 
Intio us, diſplaying therein ſuch reſplen- 
E dont glories of his own perfections, and 
{ ſurniſnir g out this goodly theatre, only to 
give hümſelf the temporary pleaſure of be- 
belding the alternate hopes and joys, diſ- 
© appointments, and forrow of the nobleſt 
: beings that inhabit here. 


lt could not be the delight of an infi- 
Ine perfectly happy Being, to fix man to 
Wag this ſenſible world, only to obſerve how 
lla Arn his paſſions were excited and 
oat iWmoved : by what uneaſy varieties his 
pull Wbreal was agitated, and alarmed; and 
future bat ſudden, and contrary impreſſions 
the pit | may be made upon his eaſy paſſive ſenſes, 
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by the interchanging ſtrokes, and touches Þrd i 
of different objects: how this moment he ſelled 
might be raiſed into the ardor af hope, n,: 
| the tranſport of joy, and the pot and eth 
| pleaſure; the next, be depreſſed !y 1. i: fun 
ſpair, languiſh with pain, and <i{{:ic) at. 
with his lot. It would argue great nen 
| fection in the Deity, to form fuck a cow. 
ture as man, with all his powers, and ca 
pacities, and ordain ſuch a ſtate o being, 
| and for this ſcene to end all — th: (9 
| the bourn — and when men had 2: «0 thou 
ſeveral parts, to clear the auguft thu; 

and draw the curtain of oblivion over 2! 
| things here below; and ſhut the brett 
| ſcene of man's happy being in an unde 
tial void. Nothing can be met incot 
ceivable, than that God ſhout! form 3 
creature of ſuch vaſt comprelienivns 8 
the ſpirit of man, endow it with a capt 


city of knowing, and converſing v e lum 


ſelf, giving it ſome proſpects of e om 


glory and bleſſedneſs, thereby rainy 
boundleſs deſires of exalted happints 
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e immortal hope of a communion of 
anets, and yet defeat this grand de- 
, and blaſt all theſe glorious hopes; 
ul that the moſt exalted characters ſhould 
unk lowelt in miſery *. It is the ob- 
ation of an ancient heathen author +, 
F if with the diffolution of the body, the 
Wy, whatever that be, ſhould be diſſolved 
„and for ever ceaſe to be, that it would be 


7 


* 
f, 


e 19 account them bleſſed, who never 
Neigel any goed as the reward of their 


C 


br tne, Cove even periſhed for virtue itſelf. 


but into the ſyſtem of man, and 
| p70vidence of God, a future ſtate, and 
Ney dificulty is at once reſolved ; the 
eit thades are all diſperſed— life and 
mortality ſhew all things in bright co- 
Pars. — When we conſider this ſtate, with 
Wit; trials, as paving a way to immortal 
„che grand deſign, and final reſult 
al; the enquiry concerning evil is 
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fruitleſs. — All the afflictions of hum 
life loſe their power to diſcon png, th 
tranquillity of our ſouls — we have cs 
dence, and faith in God, and thereby the 
hope of the future bleſſedneſs which wi 
ſupport us under all the trials of life, nl 
make us ſuperior to all this world can i 
flict, or beſtow. As the Goſpcl is tu 
revelation oy which we have theſe gy 
rious truths confirmed, with what gn 
tude ought we to join with the acc 
of praiſe to God in the words ther 
Bleſſed be the God and Father e 
Jeſus Chriſt, which according to b 
dant mercy, hath begotten us ag i «(0 
hope, by the reſurrectian of Feſus CH.. 
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, 4 


defiled, and that ſadeth not cu 
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b ER MON XV. 
Of difference in religion. 


Rev. iii. 17. 


Brcauſe thou ſayeſt J am rich and encreaſed . 
| with goods, and have need of nothing; 

and bnoweſt not that thou art wretched, 

and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 

nated, 


OTHING can be more awful than 
We addreſs to the ſeveral churches, which 
Pis, and the preceding chapter contain. 
The churches are remonſtrated with, 
arned, and reprimanded by a direct ad- 
onitun to the angels preſiding over 
em. To the Laodicean church, The 
eat Amen, the faithful and true witneſs, 
: Peginning of the creation of God, writeth 
ſe things I know thy works, that thou art 


I 3 
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neither cold nor hot; ſo then becauſs thus II. 
luke-warm, and neither cold nor ht, [il e ſell 
ſpue thee out of my meuth : becauſe tho jay, ect 
Jam rich, and encreaſed with goods, our 


have need of nothing; and knowe/t ni tu 


thou art wretched, and miſerable, and pur Won 
and blind, and naked. ligion 


e mo 


This indifference in religion, wit alles in 
which the Laodiceans ſtand charged, Mee te 


equally applicable to the ſtate of our e, 
times: and therefore it behoves us to a-|iP*!i2'or 
tend to the admonition given to them, 1 | 
if it were immediately addrefle to our: 
ſelves. Theſe are inſtances in the grand 
ſcheme of Providence, and the hiſtory d 
the Chriſtian Church, which we ought! 
improve. — It will be the bulinels vi tit 


preſent diſcourſe, | 
NG brin, 


* — . 4 75 955 a | 
I. To make an enquiry into the caud nd 


of that indifference to religion, which 8 


Evidently prevails. And, 


q deco: 
ends of 


d the | 


SERMON XIV. 135 


1], Shew, in a more particular manner, 
e (c)f-deceptions to which we are liable, 
eſpecting the ſtate of religion, and virtue 


VE 
| wi 


cy, 
ll 


ot thi 
ben, 


n our ſouls. 


Would to God ! this indifference in 
ligion required more to its proof, than 
e mot ſuperficial attention to what 
aſſes in the world: or that the cauſes lay 
ore remote, that the contagion of ex- 
mple might not diffuſe itſelf ſo wide. 
42 by ſome, is treated with ſcorn, 
others, totally diſregarded : and received 
| thoſe who profeſs themſelves] its friends, 
th a cold regard; reluctantly admitted, 
d formally attended upon; rather de- 
1tly, tan warmly entertained; eſteemed 
ther as 2 gueſt, whoſe preſence lays upon 
em an unneceſſary reſtraint, than one 
Po brings along with it the beſt ſatisiac- 
dns and pleaſures, If a ſenſe of duty, 
4 decorum ſo far prevail, that theſe 
ends of religion ſhall be induced to at- 
the public offices of devotion, this 
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neither cold nor hot; fo then becauſe thun or 
lule- warm, and neither cold nor hot, [wil 
ſpue thee out of my mouth : becauſe thou jay, 
J am rich, and encreaſed with goods, and 
have need of nothing; and knowe/t nat tha 
thou art wretched, and miſerable, and pur, 
and blind, and naked. 


This indifference in religion, with 
which the Laodiceans ſtand charged, 
equally applicable to the ſtate of our own 
times: and therefore it behoves us to at 
tend to the admonition given to them, 3 
if it were immediately addreſſed to our- 
ſelves. Theſe are inſtances in the grant 
ſcheme of Providence, and the hiſtory d 
the Chriſtian Church, which we oupht! 
improve. — It will be the bulinels of th 
preſent diſcourſe, | 


I. To make an enquiry into the caut 
of that indifference to religion, which | 


Evidently prevails. And, 
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J. Shew, in a more particular manner, 
the lell· deceptions to which we are liable, 
geſpecting the ſtate of religion, and virtue 
in our ſouls. 


Wonld to God ! this indifference in 
eligion required more to its proof, than 
he moſt ſuperficial attention to what 
aſſes in the world: or that the cauſes lay 
pore remote, that the contagion of ex- 
mple might not diffuſe itſelf ſo wide. 
kcligion, by ſome, is treated with ſcorn, 
others, totally diſregarded : and received 
; Hoſe who profeſs themſelves its friends, 
ta cold regard; reluctantly admitted, 
pl formally attended upon; rather de- 
atty, tan warmly entertained; eſteemed 
her as 2 gueſt, whoſe preſence lays upon 
em an unneceflary reſtraint, than one 
no brings along with it the beſt ſatisfac- 
dns and pleaſures, If a ſenſe of duty, 
u decorum ſo far prevail, that theſe 
ends of religion ſhall be induced to at- 
4 the public offices of devotion, this 
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is generally done in ſo cold, and formal: 
manner, that the heart ſhall remain u. 
touched, the paſſions uninflamed wit g. 
fire of devotion ; and they (hal! aun 


into the world ſeeking its pleaſures, :n; 


purſuing its gains, with uſual avi/ity, 20 plain, 
unſatis fied avarice. In general, we aft ing; 
culpably careleſs what impreſſions i; :/: WA en 
upon our minds; and unfolicituus whit ſuit af 


effects religion has upon our hes Vi; enjovr 
ſcarcely ever make the important enquir, ſupe rie 
whether it 2uſpictouſly forbode to , 
its friendly reſidence in our brea'.s fe 


unanxious about our beſt intereits, vw of thi: 
leave the account between heaven em. 
ourſelves unſettled, and diſregarded. enn bn 
is a matter then of no ſmall importancy and be 
to enquire into the cauſes of this indi-if happin: 
ference in religion, in order to guard ou grand! 
minds againſt their fatal influcaces. A though 


we may obſerve, I the 
| the 1m 


the bo 


I. That perhaps the chief cauſe of ti Wa 
e at 


indifference, is an undue attachment! 
this world, its pleaſures, and gains. 
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This world, by the indulgent provi- 
lence of God, is ſo well accommodated 
to our happineſs and eaſe, that we ſoon 
end ſatisfaction enough, notwithſtanding 
all the evils of which we ſo heavily com- 
plain, to reconcile us to this ſtate of be- 
ing; and we ſoon invent plauſible preten- 
fons and excuſes for our unreaſonable pur- 
ſuit after the pleafures of it: And in their 
enjoyment, we contentedly loſe all that 
ſup! rior happineſs which religion yields; 
1nd all hopes of that ſelicity which heaven 
itſelf can give. It is our duty to break 
of this attachment to the preſent world — 
we muit do it, before religion and virtue 
can have the preference in our affections, 
and become the primary objects of our 
happineſs, and attention. As it is the 
grand buſineſs of religion to draw off our 
thoughts, and deſires ſrom this world, and 
hx them on the permanent, exalted Joys of 
the immortal ſtate z we muſt break from 
the bondage of this world, before we can 
be at full liberty to join with religion, and 
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converſe with virtue — we muſt be Giſh. Jul 
gaged ſo as to be able to hear, and receive pallic 
their admonitions into hearts unincumn- caſes, 
bered with the cares, and unanxious con- they 
cerning the pleaſures of this world. — 77 
What! (it is replied) muſt life be ſpent in ſeribe 
a total abridgement of all thoſe plcaſures, bent 1 
and all thoſe delights, which the heart of life, 

man, by the benevolent Creator, is forme! "EN 
to enjoy? — Muſt none of the heavy hours p 

of exiſtence be chearfully raiſed, by ſome 
ſmall draught of the cup of earthiiy happ!- 
neſs ? — Muſt the ſpirit of man crave. and 1 
deſire, and remain unſatisfied, and unde. ble of 
lighted ? No- the wiſe and good Creator 
never deſigned this as an everlaſting ſtate enjoy. - 
of trial, and pain — he has not ſuited the bo of 
bleſſings of his providence to the delires Hide! 
of mankind, that they ſhould, through rally Gy 
duty, be obliged to let theſe jie by pleadin: 
neglected, and unenjoyed ; and by ths 8: .:. 
means, be tortured by a perpetual conflid pine 
between their urgent deſires, and the pro- & © 5 
hibitions of God that they ſhall not & N per. 


pineſs, 
an ho. 
will in 


FOR th 
Udrable 
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indulged — heaven has not implanted one 
paſſion in the human heart, which in all 
caſes, it ſhall be unlawful to gratify — 
they may be indulged, but then it mull be 
within thoſe limitations that religion pre- 
ſcribes, — They are deſigned for our tran- 
ſent refreſhment in the journey of human 
life, to ſweeten the cup of exiſtence; 
they were never appointed as our ſole hap- 
cicſs, and greateſt good - and if we make 
an honeſt appeal to our own hearts, they 
will inform us, that the evaneſcent plea- 
fures of this world, are abſolutely incapa- 
ole of affording the mind that ſolid, and 
durable happineſs it ſo ardently wiſhes to 
oy. —W hen men are under the impreſ- 
don of this world's felicity, and dare not 
boldly break {from its captivity, they gene- 
ally make an apology for their fault, by 
pleading in excuſe, that a good God de- 
boned this ſtate for man's enjoyment, and 
kppincſs But while religion itſelf allows 
vs to partake of the bleſſings of heaven, 
CU permits us, by an auſtere reſerve, and 
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unnatural abſtemiouſneſs, to throw hack 
the gifts of Providence upon the hunde 
the all-eracious Donor ; vet it wacke u 
ſuch a moderation, as ſhall cer precluce 
the neceſſity of our making any excul 
for our exceſs, from the beneficent provi. 
fion heaven has made for our happine| 
Let men fay what they will in extenuatq 
of their attachments to this world, and * 
their indifference to the high concerns of * 
religion — let them prevaricate as much 
1s they pleaſe, and paſs a ſorry deceit upor 
themſelves; this truth will remain with "Pp 
unſhaken authority, that nothing but c. IM 


wb 


how 
— ho 
rallm 
votio 
tactic 
noſie! 
ſuper 


and, 


pinel, 
the e 


ligion can yield us any real conſolatin "IO 
2nd happineſs ; and that before thele can "FFP 


be enjoyed 1n their full perfection, thi he's 
world muit yield up its claims upon out tion a 
affections; and reſign our hearts entire t idea u 
religion and virtue. If we have but one deayo! 


reſolution enough to break the ſordid ttt the ha 
ters of ſenſual happineſs, and give c. en 
felves up to the direction of religion, BS. en. 


ſhall find, perhaps to our aſtonuilumes; have; 
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how ſoon this world will loſe all its force 
—hoy caſily we get clear of every embar- 
raſſment ; and how incompatible is a de- 
votion to this world, with our real ſatiſ- 
action, and enjoyment. It is but fully 
poſieſſing the mind with this idea of the 
ſuperior worth and excellence of religion, 
and, by its very nature, it will be led to 
embrace it. Notwithſtanding the force 
of habitual preference to this world's hap- 
pinels, could we. but once, whether from 
the experience of others, or the convic- 
tion af our own minds, be brought firmly 
o believe, that religion could afford us 
more exalted, joys, and more permanent 
tc!1.ity, than the world, there would need 
but fac other inducements to our recep- 
tion and practice of it. And this is an 
idea which, we ought, molt ſeriouſly to en- 
deavour to impreſs upon our minds: It is 
the happieſt means of inducing us to be- 
gn 4 lite of religion; and when once we 
embrace it from this perſuaſion, we-ſhall 
aye all. dur favourable conceptions, of it 
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zuſe their immoderate purſuit eaſily ad- 
aits of the plauſible pretenſions of œco- 
omy, and a laudable induſtry.—Worldly 


feel in, followed through all the various in- 
are ricacies, and purſued through all the con- 
ures gections of mankind, leads miſtaken mor- 
love als far from the path of religion; involves 
mw hem in unexpected diſtreſs, and inextri- 
ts; e difficulties ; ſo that the mind, thus 
leg tnbarrafled and diſturbed, finds not one 
rom nengaged moment ſo much as to think of 
\ the cizion. — The buſineſſes of the world 
the urry and fatigue the ſpirits of men ; ex- 

pre- ite perpetual uneaſineſs andalarm.— While 
per. ey are computing loſſes and gains; while 
Whey riſque much, in order to obtain more, 

de mind is perplexed amidſt the uncer- 

emo: inties of ſucceſs, and the poſſibilities of 
dure in the attempt ; ſo that it is almoſt 
reli poſſible that men, thus engaged, ſhould 
rence able to attend to the great concerns of 
ple. ligion, with ſuch unperplexed paſſions 
„ bh J unengaged thoughts, that ſhall make 


an attention turn to any adyantage. 
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Not that religion diſcountenan « |y/, 
able nn — In our differ: calling 

and ſtations of life, it teaches this . bu 
then it alſo claims from us other Cutie. 
it demands ſome time to be devoted to i, 
' ſelf. — Theſe cauſes co- operating, produc 
another which leads to indifferc ice in 


ligion; which we proceed to Oe 


3 


„„ „„ „ö 
— 


— — — —ů 
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III. The emoluments of this war 

gratify our paſſions, and ſooth our pH 

this makes the mind light, and diſipated which 

It then ſeeks for objects mor ſiunted! 

amuſe, than inſtruct ; and nothing . Tt 

ſo well recommended, as that wh ee in ro! 

novelty in it. Thus the permanem, Wl make 

ſtantial, invariable nature of religion enjoy. 

forgotten. — It is only acceptable when Witely 27: 

comes ornamented by ſome plc.ſing ſie en its b. 

and artificial dreſs, It is as eaſy to al c\ 
falſe taſte in religion, as in any thing . 
perhaps the more ſo, as it conſiſts cpi 

trueſt dignity, the higheſt excellence, W's to h. 

greateſt ſimplicity—and thus it is that WW, wh ic 

| | 0. II 
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ity of religion has been almoſt as much 
ured by external parade, and falſe or- 
2s its native excellence, true dig- 


nt, 
, 3nd divine image, have been ob- 


to it e by the foppiſh ceremonies of the 
ode Nome. We ſhould take great 
nn that we do not make religion ridicu- 
| prhantaſtic manner of cloath- 
t, However ſingular the following 
wer erk may appear, yet juſtice to the ſub- 
bez der conſideration obliges us to make 
ed. which is, 
(08. That another cauſe of indiffer- 
ein religion is, that wrong eſtimation 
7 make of the reaſonable inſtitution 
gen enjoy. This charge lies more imme- 
when rely againſt thoſe who admit religion 
g een its beſt recommendation, viz. thoſe 
o gain onal cvidences by which it is ſup- 
„g . Thcre is a difficulty that hiſtory 
s in fl experience throw in our way, that 
nec, rs to have but one method of relolu- 
that , which is, that mankind have gene- 
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rally ſhewn more zeal in the cauſe , 


falſe, and in ſupport of the corruption = 
the true religion, than has ever been gs. upo1 
erted on its fide by the rational adhcrom; that 
to its cauſe, The reſolution of the (ig. eſtab 
culty appears to be this; that as Chritta inſtit 
nity comes recommended by the best e thori 
dences of credibility, and in favour of j lenet 
truth the appeal is made to mens judy This 
ment; when they have given ther a diger 
to it, they are apt to think all is done thi adherc 
the cauſe requires. — On the other u this 
all falſe religion being generally tound 0; 

in ſuperſtition, and the corruptions of t umm 
true, as uſually in enthuſiaſm, as the p ou] to 


ſons of mankiad are equally affected to turt 
both, their zeal will have nothing tor 


FT a a 


{train its fury; and the caſe it! f jupp 


Leal EX 
ling that the controul of judgment 15 10 | 


men thus actuated, muſt be left to the uM han a 
governable warmth of excited paſions, mate 
miſtaken zcal. *Tis true, a ration! in all it; 
ſent to Chriſtianity is requilite to eſtabi lence, 2 
the conſiſtent practice of it. But nv cn 


— 4 
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kind reſt too much in this mere aſſent — 
they are apt to think, that religion ſtands 
upon + broad and unſhaken foundation — 
that truth will ever maintain itſelf, and 
eſtabliih its own reputation — that the beſt 
inſtitution of religion, which has the au- 
chority of God for its ſupport, muſt at 
length prevail over error and ſuperſtition, 
This it is that makes them remiſs and in- 
different in the cauſe. But let the rational 
aaherents to Chriftianity conſider, that 
though the divine power and authority 
de en the ide of their faith, that God has 
committed to them his holy religion, not 
only to believe, but to guard and protect 
to further it in the world, and recom- 
mend its faith and practice by a laudable 
zeal excrted in the cauſe, —F or ſay, what 
religion diſtinct from human actions? — 
Wat are its ſacred influences, unleſs they 
animate the ſoul? — How ſhall it prevail 
tional hits purity, unleſs its amiable excel- 
\ eftabl lence, and dignity are diſcovered ? And 
But bon can they be diſcovered, but by their 
K 2 
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happy effects upon our lives? — Reljoing 
is nothing unleſs it be ſhewn.-— It 41) 
ſtand, 'tis true, upon its own ration; 
foundation; but it can alone be eta 
by a proper zeal exerted on its fade, 20 


the prevalence of that true ſpirit of hol. ly 
neſs it indiſpenſably enjoins. — We nos 4 
conie, Nes, C 
deges 
IT. To ſhew, in a more particulat c. 
ner, the ſelf- deceptions to which ve n 
liable, reſpecting the ſtate of religion and 
virtue in our ſouls. * 
Nothing is ſo eſſentially neccilary u N 
ati 


the knowledge of the real ſtate of ou 
minds, as an impartial enquiry ot ou 
hearts, what improvements we haue mast 
in virtue and religion. Tis for van! of 


this ſelf-converſe that we ſo often iu n ma 
miſtakes in this important caſe ; 1 a Wp' 4! 


apt to imagine we have made much greats 
advances in religion, than in reality ve 

a * . : 4 C 1... 
have. Hence it is, that a part vi 6 
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ſhall paſs very well for the conſiſtent diſ- 
charge of the whole; and the wrong eſti- 


mation {at we are rich and encreaſed with 
na, aud have need of nothing: whereas if 
kur true ſelves were known, we ſhould 
Fall diſcover that we are wretched, and 


„able, and poor, and blind, and naked, — 
Nes, Chriſtian! thou art rich in thy privi- 
res — they are of an ineſtimable nature 
e ſuch, when improved, as will 


— . 
ad 00417 a treaſure that wwaxcth not old, 6. 
* TY" of 


gar dens — thou art encreaſed with 

— ven in its bounty has been 
(ed to make large additions to thy na- 
| endowments, by affording divine il- 
bmination, and diſcovering a ſtate of per- 


et happineſs and peace - thou hait need 


* nothing more for thy ſpititual improve- 
ante gent — hut unleſs ſuch an improvement has 
0 ' en 1 Lb W111 . 1 [ h; oh bi ego Jemand 

int nine, 110 QOH penner 4 * 5 

7 wu art miſerably wretched indeèd — thy 
. 2 5 7 84 

oe eggs {hall riſe up in judgment againtt 
eee, „g gravate thy guiit, and free eternal 


mice from the imputation of ſeverity in 
na! condemnation. K 3 
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Miſerable is the lot of him, who betet 


not gained the protection of heaven ed 
his obedience to its laws — he is an outcas gt 


from that kingdom where there is ful; enquin 
of joy; and a partaker of that puniſhment 
where there is weeping and gnaßbi | tn, 
Poor is that foul, which is not enriched hy 
internal excellence and purity binn: 
lamentable degree — when it has oft "fa! 
perception of moral perfection — ſhe. Prom t] 
fully naked, when 1t is not clothed wh Feaule 
the robes of humility, and charicy. VP" be 
how very ſeldom is it that we make „chem 
enquiry, whether this condition b 1 Iumort 
own how ſeldom do we review ber 
to know whether their ſtate be tht a 
plorable blindneſs, and nakednels, ore; 
ther they be thus gracefully adorncd'- ich as 
And when we do enter into the feu, 

we are not juſt to ourſelves, — We ciu fees, 
leave the matter unfairly heard, the c in 

unjuſtly decided, and the balance und bare 
ſettled; or elſe we prorogue the heriag It detra, 


y 


to a more convenient ſeaſon; ſo that πν eden 
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we return to the trial, it is with all our 
prejudices in favour of ourſelves — at 
ngth —we are content with a ſuperficial 
enquiry —haſtilypaſs ſentence—and retire 
well atizfied that the matter ſtands fair on 
eur fide, — But fearful of theſe decep- 
tons, and conſcious how apt we are to 
285 them upon ourſelves, let us hear im- 
partially the appeal of our conſciences 
from the ſentence of our partiality. A 
Keauſe of ſuch importance as this, ſhould 
Dot be haſtily determined — a matter of 
Wuch moment as includes the fate of an 
pmmortal ſoul, ſhould not be ſoon decided. 
1 upon a farther enquiry, we find, that 
net juſtice paſſes not its favourable ſen- 
ence; if facts be alledged in proof of this, 
Iich as our inattention to matters of re- 
gion, or our departure from its ordi- 
ances, and mingling with the world, in 
s van purſuits of profit, or pleaſure—if 
e have given up our minds to the ſpirit 
detraction, flattery, envy, and pride; 


hath 
1 by 
itcal 
wine; 
ment 
teeth, 
ed by 
Im: 
Wt al 


' 


bee fer ſtand charged before the tribunal 
K 4 
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of our own breaſts: and if in 
ferior court of divine juriſdiction | 
found guilty, it is almoſt a ſure 14, 
the verdict will be confirmed at (©;- grant 
trial, before the bar of eternal juſtice, x 
the judgment day. | 
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The importance and duty of public worſhip, 


eſtabliſ 
tv crla{l 
Pitch 
Wiced : 
Pave b: 
| om 0! 
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he importance and duty of public worſhip, 


ISAIAH ii. 3. 


Ard many people ſhall go and ſay, Come ye / 
nl let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the houſe of the God of Jacob, 
1d be will teach us of his ways, and we 
i walk in his paths; for cut of Zion 
ſhall ge forth the law, and the word of the 


— 


Lord from Jeruſalem. 


Trrse words ate part of an ancient 
prophecy, predicting the introduction of 
the glorious kingdom of the Meſſiah : the 
eſtabliſnment of which was founded in the 
Nerlaſting counſels of God, — A ſcheme, 
*ich if purſued agreeable to the preju- 
Wiced notions of the Jewiſh nation, would 
Pave been compleated by ereCling the king=- 
Com of the Prince of Peace, upon the de- 
Muction of the kingdoms of the world. 
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The privileges which under the Mesa The 
reign they hoped to have enjoyed, the 


vainly expected to poſſeſs, by deprivin the WM... te 
reſt of mankind of thoſe privilco« 1 "BP 
immunities, which, by nature, they wer e; 01 
intitled to enjoy. 3221 

e de ſtru 


But the Meſſiah's kingdom was fan 
upon principles directly oppoſite to en. 
and the original plan of his admin H | dom; 
and government, the great andi 1 ' ge alo! 
weight of which his ſhoulders alon. 1 from er 
able to ſuſtain, required ſuch aa Var, 
character to ſupport it with din: boy th 
honour. ſtrumen 
em into 

Had the Meſſiah been only a mm lite 
prince, conſidering the oppoſition ic nt exp. 
with, his kingdom muſt have been ert and pe 
by thoſe deſperate means Which wouliiehcd, 7 
have been altogether deſtructiv: 0! 32", 5: 
authority of prophecy itſelf ; which 1007187”; +! 
declaring the Meſſiah to be a gre: () MF whom 
verer, ever repreſents him as the 7/1 IP! <1 t: 
Peace, 
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The words immediately following the 


the kt, deſcribing the ſtate of the nations 
: the a the appearance of the Meſſiah, and 
and the ſame time expreſly ſpecifying his 


e; one ſhould have imagined would 
erer have prevented the thought, that 
+ {-fruction of other kingdoms was the 
ellary preparation, either for the intro- 
hon, or eftabliſhment of the Meſſiah's 

dom: It is declared, that he ſhall 
N ge alone among the nations; who ſo 


F war, to ſupport his authority, ſhould 
troy their formidable ſpears, and other 
truments of deſtruction, and convert 
em into the inoffenſive utenſils of pal- 
ral life; than which nothing can be 


1:20 
m rc expreſhvely deſcriptive of tranquil- 
ci and peace, -— And though it be pro- 
111 efied, /t the lato ould go forth from 
hee word of the Lord from Feru- 
10071888”; the Jewiſh people were not thoſe 
)1- hom alone this law was preſcribed : 
e eternal God ſpeak only to 


from making the dreadful preparations 
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them - the ſound of its promulgation v nd ind 
to go out into all the earth, and ccf MMW:calous 
moſt diſtant inhabitants f the uo worſhip 
Many were the people that ſhiuiνν,jT 11; |» he Me 
Come ye ! and let us go up to the ſaving, 
the Lord, to the houſe of the God of Ju, tain of 
| Jacob — 
the auſpicious providence of God, ng In t 
withſtanding the many oppoſitions it hall nc 
met with in the ſeveral ages oi the wil phecy, 

through which it has paſted, ba «cy, ncnt ; 

to our time: the privileges which in , ider th 
ſequence hereof we enjoy, are an, anWilſtiole re 
great—they are ſuch in themſelves, A eageme 
conveyed in ſuch a manner to is, e ecoice, 
upon the generous principles of ovr b: cy BE ould | 
to unite in giving glory to God -= 

our ſouls, inſpired by the grand prince Goin: 
upon which the kingdom of the Metis #2 * 
is erected, conſpire in the full:lm-nt VN; to 
this ancient propnecy ; that evi 14 801 cc, 

remote age, the ſpirit of the C041 mig less, 
laudably exert itfelf in our wholc convul; MP”! 1 
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nd induce us to be of that number, who, 
vealous for the cauſe of religion, and the 
worſhip of the true God, in and through 
he Mefliah, mutually exhort each other, 
faxing, Come ye! let us go up to the moun- 
tain of the Lord, to the houſe of the God of 
LF facob—as for us, we will ſerve the Lord. 

In the proſecution of this ſubject, we 
ſhall not enquire into the ſpirit of the pro- 
phecy, or inlarge upon its accompliſh- 
ment; but, in a practical view, con- 
ſider the reaſonableneſs and advantage of 
thoſe religious ſervices, in the ſolemn en- 
gagements of which, many are ſaid to 
rejoice, when the Meſſiah's government 


ould be eſtabliſhed. 


Giins up to the mountain of the Lord, 
and {3 the houſe of the God of Jacob, refer- 
nag to that place, which, by way of emi- 
nence, was called the MOUNTAIN or Ho- 
ILIYESS, where God's ancient people al- 
Vays worlhipped, by the expreſs com- 
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— 


mand of Jehovah himſelf, muſt dente e th 
thoſe ſolemn acts of religious worſhip which piritu? 


we ought to pay to the fovereign n2ic{'y of Miſh oder t 


heaven ard earth: which ſolemn {crvices, Wh wa 


as they were always of indifpeniil;'c obi il! be 


— — — —AVY . —_—_ 
9 


zation, both from the nature of thing, 47 the 
as well as from the united reflimony ts G 
mankind, could not be confine} ty one eligious 
nation in particular: for the worſhip of ould : 
the only wite God, being founded in the Heity, 
unalterable relation he ſtands in to z!! his Mould bi 
intelligent creatures, could not e more ters to 
obligatory upon one nation hen -en the 
other, but as the diſpenſations oi /rovi- y ſhou 
dence had afforded more ample di{p!2ys of Meat pro- 
the divine perfections to fome, who thcre- e, u“ 
by became better acquainted wi'': : 0b» } at ver 
ject of their religious ſervices — thx her ; b 
Jews, in this reſpect, were high (MP EVER 
voured by Jehovah himſelf; fr 177%; vi the. 
them were delivered the oz acles ef 

- (00 Wereea! 
himielf, ought ever to have be! wide $ unde} 
of their unfeigned devotion, — preſent 


Vox. II 


therefore their temple, made h. 
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the prophecy in the text refer to the 
yirityal worſhip which was to take place 
under that diſpenſation in which the Meſ- 
ah was to appear the Prince of Peace; it 
de evident, that by many people going 
the mountain of the Lord, and the houſe 
f1+ Ged Jacob, muſt be meant thoſe 
cligious ſervices in general, which men 


2 of Would ſolemnly pay to the ſovereign 
1 the NPeity, when the kingdom of the Meſſiah 
'| his Would be introduced and eſtabliſhed : and 


fers to the future ages of the world, 
hen the Jewiſh ceconomy and ritual wor- 
ip ſhould ceaſez or in the words of the 
ert prophet, the Meffiah himſelf, to that 
e, when neither in the holy mountain, nor 
at feru/alem, they ſhould worſhip the true 
ther ; but the true worſhippers ſhall wor ſhip 
| EVERY WHERE, in ſpirit and in truth 
for the Father ſeeketh such to worſhip him. 


\greeavle to the deſign of the words 
s underſtood, it will be the buſineſs of 
preſent diſcourſe to ſhew the reaſon- 
Vol, II. L 
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ableneſs and importance of the pul, __ 
worſhip of God, by evincing the obliga 5 ab/ 
tions to it, and ſhewing the immediar 
tendency it has of promoting the cauſe q 
religion and virtue, 


ot on 
ons VW 
revaili 
mole | 


The fundamental principle of .!! nM...1 , 
At. 


religion, is the belief of the exiſtence 
God. Upon this perſuaſion is ſounded ti 
proof of all his matchleſs ani «ora 
perfections: and we profeſs our int be 
lief in theſe, when we aſſemble tooethe 
in the houſe of God. —Qur prayer; a 
preferred before the throne ©! the (ore 
reign majeſty, in conſequence of the 
conviction of the abſolute pertections 
his nature: and while, on the one hat 
this muſt reaſonably appear the jut 
of our religious homage and worſhip; | 
the other, our ſolemn engagements het 
in, which lead us more immediate) 
contemplate the ſupream object of 
worſhip, will have a direct tendency to 
preſs our minds with an awful ſenſe d. 
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ſuperior greatneſs —fix firm our belief in 

is abſolute and neceſſary exiſtence — and 

ot only confirm our belief of the perfec- 

ons we adore, but make cach of theſe 0 

revailingly influential of our lives, and 

hole behaviour. — And let it be remem- 

ered, that as theſe ſolemn acts of devo- 

on are only uſeful when they anſwer 

is important end, that it is abſolutely 

eſſary we ſhould attend upon them, 

th that diſpoſition of mind that fhal! f 

n them to this valuable account. We 

bald worſhip the Lord our Ged, with all 

hoart, and with all our ſoul, and with 

our mind; in ſpbrit, and in truth, A 

reaſtent to the doctrine of his exiſtence 

a ſpeculative acknowledgment of the 0 

ne attributes, leaves us far behind that 

\WTY 07 HOLINESS In which we ougnt 4 | 

worlhip God. —We muſt be ſeriouſly br 

1 perſuaded of the reality of | 
exitence and perfections of the Deity, 

h s gractouſly preſiding Providence, — 


ic truths muſt be ſtrongly impreſſed 
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upon the mind, in order to make then 


may 
important and efficacious, — We are ſe. ellis 
riouſly and attentively to conſder the cons 
Deity as the ſole author, proprietor, au his na 
governor of all things that are in hearen MM ill et 
above, or on this earth beneath — not on (ons 
as the ſovereign creator, but kind upholderMWtiou 3s 
of all things viſible and inviſible, u Heth xr 
they be THRONES, PRINCIPALIT its, . the 
POWERS, ANGELS, or ARCHANGELs, by the ; 
The only ſure and poſſible mc21s of edge 
getting in our ſouls worthy conceptions bey are 
the divine Being and his perfections, ud rep 
as ſhall have a natural tendency to f 
proper affections in our breaſts, is {o con : 
template God as the inlivening, i, 4; it 
ting ſpirit of univerſal nature the ech 
volent parent of all worlds —uαντine¹ ee 
ing all creatures, with the gractous e ike ou. 
tenderneſs; and exerting all he peng on, 50 
tions of his nature, in promoting t e con: 
pineſs of all creatures: and {- orc... 1 
the method of his moral government, a mann 


ſo conducting his diſpenſations, ht d 
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may end in the final happineſs of his in- 
elligent offspring. Theſe proper concep- 
tons of the Deity, and the perfections of 
his nature, and deſign of his providence, 
will effectually prevent all thoſe apprehen- 
ſons which otherwiſe we may ſuperſti- 
tiouly entertain of the irreſiſtable power, 
ind inflexible juſtice of God; as terrifying 


hem 
ſe⸗ 

the 
and 
eaven 
t-only 
nolder 
nether 


£5, ne human mind, when uncontrouled 
„-e more amiable contemplation on the 
of de oodneſs and placability of the Deity, as 
ions bey are diſhonourable to his excellence, 
s, (und repugnant to the benevolent proceed- 
o exc iW00s of his Providence, 


aA 


to co 
51120 45 it is of the utmoſt importance to ap- 
roach the ſupream Being in a proper 
me and diſpoſition of mind, in order to 
axe our religious ſervices acceptable to 
pod, and uſeful to ourſelves ; we ought 
to contemplate the Deity, as ſhall re- 
mmend him to our love and imitation — 
manner that ſhall make our religious 
gazements eaſy, unconſtrained, and 
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agreeable, — What pleaſure can ir +441 WMWhn re); 
an infinitely great and good Being, who, hoſe 
happineſs is derived from the communi. WWnme 
cation of good, to look down from heir! 
throne of exalted majeſty, and (-: pr Mis to - 
mortals approach him with trembling hor. 
ror and fear, as a Being whoſc pour: 
alone makes him formidable, and whoſs 
perfections are exerted not to communi. 
cate happineſs, but to terrify and bm —1if 
mankind ? Religious ſervices, proceeding ˖n 
from ſuch apprehenſions as thcic, nu ec to 
be ſuch an uneaſy check upon all the Mio» 15 
nerous principles of the human {oul, che di 
muſt effectually damp all that genuin a-WiWheneve: 
dour, and extinguiſh that flame 0+ cc:0-Mid ſever 
tion, that are naturally excited and breaf 
kindled when we contemplate the D caving 
as the indulgent father, unwearic« tric P's and 
and gracious protector of all mani od, whe 
How is it poſlible, that we ſhout. αναν inspire 
in the exalted virtues of cond«icen's 
benevolence, love, charity, ar ‚ ben 
philanthropy, by our ſolemn eng gemaess 


if th 
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Jork jn religious offices, unleſs we contemplate 
* hoſe moral perfections of God, which 
un. mediately diſcover theſe excellencies in 
\ hi; their higheſt degree, and thereby induce 
oor Ps god- like imitation of them: 


* 


hot 


Nor the ground of obedience be laid in 
hoe 24: 57 Ge- if our Lord exhorts us 10 
mn el, as our heavenly Father is merci- 
alarm if benevolence be ſuch a leading per- 
ecdne ten of God, that St. John is autho- 
| nut: to characterize the Deity, by ſaying 
ne re POD is LOVE ; what injury do we offter 
bal, 2 the divine character, and to ourſelves, 
in: ar-Fbenever we approach him as inexorable 
\ (crop! ſevere f — deſtroying, not foltering in 
And r breaits the divine principles of love: 
e Dei treaving ourſelves of all thoſe conſola- 
trie sand joys, which the perfections of 
hen properly contemplated, afford 
;1mprot d inſpire, | 


ben once we have gained proper con- 
eme ens of the divine mind, we {hall 
mn 
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chearfully engage in the ſolemn aq; x 
devotion ; and they will be productige a 
the moſt ſalutary effefts. — Thus, by re. 
rentially adoring, we ſhall worthily far 
the power of God: this will beget in cur 
ſouls ſuch a ſolicitude leſt we offend again 
his laws, that ſhall befriend a real deſire 
of practiſing whatever is pretcribed fa 
our obſervance, — From ſuch a conſcien- 
tious diſcharge of our duty, will reſult 2 
well- grounded reliance on the faithfulrel 
and goodneſs of God, and a proper rei. 
nation to the appointment of his Pran. 
dence; ſo that we may join with the cle 
gan? ſong of the prophet, Although the fy: 
tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhal! fruit be 
the vines, though the labour of the olive fa, 
and the fields yield no meat, and the flick u 
cut off from the fold, and though ihere le u 
herd in the flalls ; yet we will rejvice in lt 
Lord, and joy in the God of our jalvuatiin. 


Contemplating the perfection of 990% 
neſs in the Deity, the very actuating h 
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ciple of the divine operations, will prove 
the moſt effectual means of forming in 
bur ſouls the rational principle of the love 
of God, as of that Being who exerts the 
perfections of his nature, in ſubſervience 
to the gracious deſign of communicating 
happineſs creating all things by the ſmile 
of benevolence — ſupporting all things by 
the eficacious energy of infinite benignity 
L{upplying the wants of the whole crea- 
tion out of his abundant fulneſs —and in- 
ding all things with the infolding wings 
{ vaternal affection. From hence, what 
everence, regard, gratitude, and love, 
muſt every ingenuous ſoul feel? From 
ene, that divine ambition is inkindled 
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fai being perfect, as our heavenly Father is 
> %%. — Hence it is we gain comprehen- 
e leu ve ideas of our duty; and learn the ra- 


in te nal ground of our faith and hope.— 
We {hall not be in danger of forming 
ncan and contracted notions of God; or 
have limited views of the adminiſtration 


di bis Providence, = We ſhall not con- 


lien. 
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ceive of the perfections of Gol as d. 
played alone in this our world, or xc 
alone in promotion of our-good ; but wit 
a divinely generous and laudable diffus 
of benevolence, we ſhall rejoice in the 
infinite diſplays of God's unteferve! and 
unlimited goodneſs ; who maketh h {1 1 
ariſe upon the evil and the good; gu ſeri 
rain upon the juſt and unjuſt : this adi 
us by the rule of his moral admini!!;ation, 
to that principle of charity, wth in al 
its diffuſive branches, is the bond o mor 
perfection, 


As there is not any one attribute of 


God, but what, if properly conſiderech hat 
a direct tendency to excite in cur mind 
correſpondent affections; and as the . 
fices of public devotion have an admit 
and peculiar property in them to ma! 
ſuch contemplations on the deine at- 
tributes uſeful, they acquire 2d«:tiona 
ſtrength, and very forcibly recommens 


themſelves to our religious obſeryancc, 
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la our ſolemn offices of devotion, we 
ot only adore the divine perfections, and 
knowledge the equity of God's laws, 
nd the adminiftration of his Providence; 
ut when we enter ſeriouſly into our own 
znduct, and take a retroſpect of our be- 
þ:viour, we ſhall be conſcious of many 


ent; viations from, and violations of, the 
ad; Is of God : this will force us into a 
ati, Wonicffon of fin ; the ſincerity of which, 
0 01 WW: nothing can ſo fully evince, as our re- 
1107 Wcotance and amendment; ſo nothing will 
we a more direct tendency to promote 
heſe, than a ſolemn appeal to God, the 
ite ct ſcarcher of hearts (under a due ſenſe 
4, bur offences) that our contrition is ſin- 
mad — our reſolutions to holineſs fixed and 
ne d. nalterable — that it is the determined re- 
ene lutions of our ſouls to be guilty of the 
mace Wc tranſ>reffions no more. 
* atÞ 
;tional hat means can be better adapted to 
1mend ar iultruction, in all the great and in- 


Ce. 


telling branches of duty, than having 
4 
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theſe, at ſtated periods, impartially ſtate 
and recommended by thoſe wiv app 
themſelves wholly to religious fic; ; by 


poſitio1 
tion, f1 


which they are enabled to inforce a Thu 
holineſs, by all thoſe motives and (anCticn; J endeav. 
with which religion comes attended on cd pub 
the divine authority ? means e 
Our fc 
In the ſolemn offices of public werſhin, enth. 
we pray for all mankind — and this vil —addt 
naturally beget and cheriſh in our beat ears 
that laudable principle of humanity, which, the joit 
like the eſſential benignity of God, fers, 
comprehend the whole human race. — Nr“ eſt 
is it by any means leſſening the generous lc happ 
activity of this principle, to pray {67 the ga is, th; 
of that nation to which we belong: we arr 
bound to do this, who enjoy ſo many in and alta 
timable bleſſings both of a civil 24 iſ" h 
gious nature: and making public acknow- hacred c 
ledgment of theſe to God, Wi emen 
our minds with the juſt ſenſe of dur yo a | 
tions to ſupport the cauſe of uff. 115 eme 7 
Jorcible. 


RELIGION, LIBERTY, and TRUT :!, in 0 
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polition to every infringement, and viola- 
tion, from whenceſover they may proceed, 


ated 
pply 


Thus have we, in a general manner, 
endeavoured to ſhew, how far the offices 
of public worſhip are the moſt effectual 
means of promoting religion and virtue, — 
Our feveral arguments have been taken 
from the particular parts of divine ſervice 
—add to theſe, the original propriety there 
appears in theſe things themſelves, from 
the joint teſtimony of all ages. — Law- 
givers, moſt renowned for wiſdom, have 
erer eſteemed it neceſſary to ſupport pub- 
lic happineſs, by public religion. Hence 
It is, that ever ſince men were formed into 
community, temples have been erected, 
and alters raiſed to ſome preſiding Deity : 
4 11 cs have been appointed for performing 
Lnowl cred offices, and celebrating rites and 
eh eeremonies: even ſuperſtition itſelf aroſe 
-blied from a principle that evinces the neceſſity 
/e religion, and therefore in the moſt 
able manner, recommends the TRUE — 
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The law of Moſes enacted the obe i ::-i-: 
of the ſabbath, as a reſt from 1ab;, n 
which affords men an opportunity of ee 
gaging in religious duties: and our LH / :/ 
himſelf reverently attended the public ſe. gel. ron 
vice of the Jewiſh ſynagogue. The {. r of the; 
lemnities of divine worſhip become ro wud, ana 
ſolemn by the aſſembling of ourſches 1. Wiſh:+ : ;., 
gether. — The human mind is {orc to: , 
ſympathy — a divine enthuſiaſm is caur1t , + 
in our ſocial engagements. — If we ar lein, 
formed to participate in the agrevavie len. 
ſations of each others ſouls (ass Wb our 
are) — what can be a more fit 0ppot tv RN the 
of indulging this pleaſing princip'-, ha! vecor 
when the moſt refined and ſacr © . 
ſures are felt? when ſo far fran , »-i-"!troy; 
guor of ſatiety, and coldneis vi dene 
ference, which attend worldiy plcatur, "on of 
the ſelicity muſt be inhanced, and i , ures of 
dour of the mind glow with incteauny by any 
rapture, while devotion kindles to a H MF: («le © 
flame, till the mind feels ſomethin” d e will n 
thoſe tranſports, which happy ſpirits ©,7 , ee 
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cetons of unclouded bliſs ; whoſe cœ- 
Wal focial happineſs is thus ſublimely re- 
eſented by St. John in the Revelations : 
e beheld, and I heard the voice of many 


Cel; round about the throne — and the num- 


r of them was ten thouſand times ten thou- 
ud, and thouſands of thouſands; ſaying 
tha {ud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that 
lain, te recerve power and riches, and 


Jem, and flrength, and honour, and glory, 


d ble hin 2. 4 


IMPROVEMENT. 


e ſe | | 
10 

By our ſerious and conſtant attendance b 

tunmn n che public offices of devotion, they 
chen become our greateſt delight. The F 


tions of ſuperſtition will be obviated 
Jeltroyed — partial views of duty will 
way to the more enlarged compre- 
non of it — and when once the ſacred 


res of devotion are felt, unconſtrain- 
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cant any uneaſy apprehenſions, ariſing a 
 (acro1 WP: {ale conceptions of the divine mind, | 
e r il need no further exhortations to ö 

e ous engagements, : 
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It ſeems ſcarcely poſſible (the reaſ Let 
ableneſs and importance of religion e 
fidered) that perſons who prof ſs any reWiſWiic''s 
gard for it, ſhould, by any means, diſc Orum : 
tenance the public worſhip of (30d, — Th <1. 
objection that has ſometimes been maine 
from the vicious behaviour of thoſe ν / 
uſually attend divine fervice, :/7ht wit orthip « 
much more propriety be urged on the fd it ſeem 
of public worſhip — for if the celle Nees, tO 
and uſefulneſs of religion be at a in 
and if in ſome caſes it be incapable ou, 
port thoſe virtues which moſt conip.:: ſolute: 
public good, this is ſurely a very fh 
reaſon why it ſhould be better eltabli 
and ſupported, in order to ite bing 4 
tended with more falutary efects, !t 
no juſt impeachment of the wiſdom 0 
law, that thofe are to be found who! 
vere not its ſanctions, but I:centiou 
break through its reſtraints ; it oni pr 
the propriety of inforcing the law by i 
additional ſanctions more awful icven 
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[et us eſteem ourſelves bound, by every 
„ble obligation, to keep up the folemn 
ecs of devotion with decency and de- 
aum the ſtate of religion in the world, 
well as in our own fouls, requires this. 
ſothing frivolous can be juſtly pleaded in 
xcule ſor abſenting ourſelves from the 
orfhip of God, — Pardon the expreſſion, 
t ſcem ſevere. It is criminal, and ſcan- 
rus, to retire from thoſe ſolemn engage- 
ents in which it is our honour and duty 
ligiouſly to engage. —It argues a mind 
ſolute and abandoned, not ſo much as 

appear an aſſertor of the cauſe of reli- 
on. — Can he be eſteemed a friend to 

bind, who refuſes to join in a ſervice, 
1c, of all others, is beſt calculated to 
omote the general happineſs? — No ex- 

e can be pleaded for abſence from the 

ule of God, but total ificapacity from 

lly indiſpoſition. — Much is it to be 
ed, that it is oftener owing to an in- 
poition of mind— an indiſpoſition this, 
ne moſt dangerous ſort — for the na- 
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ture of the diſeaſe is ſuch in itſelf, point 
excludes the means that may moſt eg 
ceſsfully be made uſe of for the cure, upon 

Ales 

But perhaps ſome, to avoid the weigt their 

of this charge, will take ſhelter und ici 
their pride; and alledge in extenuation 
their omiſſion, that their minds are alread 
ſo well informed, that they need not i 
ceive public inſtructions to teach the 
their duty. — But that man who think 
himſelf too wiſe to be taught, gives 
ſo much evidence againſt hiniſc'', a 
proves that he is not ſo — and he n 
thinks himſelf above the ordinary mes 
of religion, has never felt its proper 
fluences on his heart, — Converſing y 
God is an employment in which 2 3 
man will always find fatisfaction and! 
provement. 


rmit 


But allowing the caſe, that there 
thoſe whoſe enlightened underſtand 
cannot receive any better informatiol 
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point of duty; yet ſtill they are nat diſ- 
charged from the obligation of attending 
upon the public offices of devotion — the 
\uties they owe their fellow creatures in 
their example, and that countenance 
which zeligion demands from all, will not 
rmit them to withdraw from divine Wor- 
hip — their ſuperior wiſdom has gained 
hem reputation their example has weight 
recommend it, be it what it will — their 
blence from the worſhip of God will be 
ged in excuſe of others omiſſion, who 
je of inferior capacity. From hence re- 
gion receives a fatal wound; and ſociety 
irreparable injury: and unleſs ſuperior 
ities vacate. all obligations to their 
oper exertion, men, renowned for wil 
vm, are peculiarly called upon to lend 
ery aſſiſtance to religion in their power. 
Nor is the moſt open and ſtrenuous de- 
nice, and ſupport of it, a degradation: for 
* in behalf of a cauſe in which infinite 
dom intereſts itſelf, and is deeply en- 
Wd THE HAPPINESS OF MAN. 
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Let us, by every means that povideng 
has put in our hands, contribute to req. 
der the public worſhip of God of that i 
benefit and advantage to mankind and 
ourſelves, which it is fitted to 1: on 
And let us devoutly ſay, whatever he 
do, for our part, we will ſerve Lu. 
— not forgetting the aſſembling of ci. 
together, whatever the manner ef «hers ns 
be. — By the ſolemn attendance pon th 
ordinances of religion, in the houſe 
God here below, may we be fitted | 
joining the hallelujahs of the angelic hd 
in that univerſal ſong of acclama on, wi 
which the heavenly courts ſhall re(9.12 
when the triumphs of the great Kc: 
ſhall be ſung, with the united voice: 
angels and glorifed ſpirits, 
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LE ROM O-N::-XVL, 


Of Zeal, 
GALAT. iv. 18, 


But it i; good to be zealouſly affected always 
in a 925 thing, 


z D men more attentively conſider the 
genuine nature of truth, the dignity of 
Irtue, and excellence of religion, they 
ould appear more zealous advocates ior 
hem than they generally are: for theſe 
outain all that can exalt, adorn, and en- 
chten the human mind; all that is vene- 
de and truly great — all that can make 
je! laudable, or neceſſary. But becauſe 
us principle of zeal is liable to abuſe, 
nd of the greateſt importance, when 
yoperly exerted, it will be neceflary to 
cane the term, and conſider the caſes to 
uch it generally is, or might be ap- 
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plied, in order to aſcertain the many The 
and circumſtances in which it ſhould be WW now, 
properly exerted, A. whic 
| , they 1 
Zeal is ſuch an attachment to any party is no 
or cauſe, that ſhall lead us to the fire men 
nuous exertion of all the powers and ab. WW the u 
litics we poſſeſs, in ſupport of it. | neal, = 
tions ; 
As to the ſeveral cafes to whici: i: WM that 
nerally is, or might be applied, we my [cd tl 
obſerve, | Were 
| Orthod 
I. That zeal might be emnio:. MMF fair for 
ſupport of a cauſe, which has no: (ui 
for its foundation: as far indeed 7 it ui 1 
attended with the conviction ot mind, only a 
it is neither criminal or unvrorthy : b banda: 
the warmeſt zeal hath not becn 2:ways cx 0us vi 
erted in defence of truth. — Men's pat nd lau 
and intereſts, their pride and ambition cauſe n 
have led them forth in the cauſe te ber zca 
eſpouſed with ſuch an heroic ardor, which its ſup; 
nothing could intimidate, or extinzul things, 
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The zcal of contending parties, has, ere 
pov, run to ſuch immoderate lengths, that 
whichever of them had truth on their fide 
they were unpardonably blameable. "There 
is no one ſpecies of intemperance in which 
men lo readily excuſe themſelves, as in 
the unjuſtifiable exceſs of an immoderate 
 2cal, —They always find ſufficient pallia- 


that it was the juſtice of the cauſe which 
led them into an improper defence of it. — 
Were zcal to determine our opinion of 
orthodoxy, the Romiſh church would bid 
fair for the preheminence, 


II. We may farther obſerve, that not 
only a cauſe which has not truth for its 
toundation, might meet with ſuch a zeal- 


+15 cx ous vindication, as would be juſtifiable 
belton and laudable in ſome other caſes; but that 
\bition cauſe might be vindicated with an impro- 
e then per zcal, which has truth and religion for 


its ſupport. Zeal, like other excellent 
things, has its ſeaſon, — There never yet 


tions; and are ever prompt to alledge, 
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was a cauſe ſo good, but what, at 6; 


. 58 P 1 
time or other, has ſuffered by a miſting. into 


* 2 0 * . * ö | 
or improper vindication of it. It is ny a : 
always that the ſcorner is to be anſwered 
, : , cent 
in his folly, nor the infidel reproved for | P 

= 0 . ; the p. 
his ignorance, Wiſdom hath her ſacred 1 
. * bd * * gent 
time of giving forth the divine leſſons c J 
f : : tirates 
inſtruction. Some are too hardened tg * 
be melted by remonſtrance; others to hb 
TINIE 
ſtubborn to be taught by reaſon ; and ſun: WW, : 
. : | 
are too bigotted to profit any thing by 1 57 
3 ; 1 1e 
the moſt zealous vindication of .c th WW... 
. . . . . . U 
which vindication, in ſuch cs a; eſpouſe 
theſe, will ſerve for little more tha. * 
eſtabliſn thoſe in error and pervers AE 4 
whom we meant to inſtruct and co: ine WR, 

; „ truth en 

At times, perhaps, an honeſt indig nan. a 
, . 4. © R Aud Wal 
will ariſe within us, when we fee che-. 
3 > le mar 
cred cauſe of religion contemptuouſ . 
ided, and arrogantly oppoſed — here «(ih © 
T1 an n ed — e Ou! N 


zeal is in great danger of tranſgreſing tn: 
bounds of moderation, and breaking font 
into an ungovernable irregularity — tie 
warmth of paſſion will either betray # 


vould no 
ive wort 
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into a weak defence, or an improper man- 
get of delivering the beſt vindication, = 
On! there is a nameleſs grace, and de- 
cent propriety of manner, variable as are 
the paſſions of the human ſoul, that 
ently ſteals upon the affections, and cap- 
tizates the heart, with a ſectet myſterious 
energy, to which virtue and religion 
themſelves are highly indebted = à word, 
when thus fitly ſpoken, is lite apples of gold, 
in pictures of ſilver. — Men are ſeldom con- 
vinced when they fee their opponents 
eſpouſe their cauſe with immoderate anger 
—they think it 1s diſputed for the maſtery 
or that ſomething more than the love of 
trutn engages their oppoſers to ſupport 
1s warmly, their cauſe : and ſurely no 
iſe man, who loves truth, virtue, and 
Fcligion, can bear to think, that others 
hould ſuſpect, that intereſt, or an inflexi- 


v2 le ſtubborneſs, ſhould be the only mo- 
1 des to his pleading in their behalf ! he 
— the 


rould not detract ſo much from their na- 
ve worth, as to do or ſay any thing that 
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j . 
| | ſhould leave others under the apprchen{y1 in itſel 
| [ that truth, virtue, and religion, could rg other * 
= ſtand upon the foundation of their yy might | 
| excellence and purity, but needed for thei i * 
1 ö ſupport an intemperate and ungoverna\]s the fol! 
= zeal. And yet the juſtice of a cauſe ! con 
too frequently given occaſion for the di n 
covery of ſuch an unwarrantable zeal, the Or: 
natural tendency of which was deſtrut Wat =p 
of the very cauſe it was defigne! to pro * t. 
mote : a ſtriking inſtance of this we hare pred 
in the unguarded and unjuſtifiabſe reque a Cue re 
of the diſciples of our Lord, that * !-n 
and immediate deſtruction might f on Noth 
thoſe Samaritans who denied the Saviour q the 
an hoſpitable reception— at the ſame time, + 0 
: parties e 
in our Lord's rebuke, we have the true 2 
principle ſhewn of ſuch an unjultitabl ths . 
zeal — Ie know not what manner of ſpirit y 3 
— 5 perſecut 
| ſiſtable 
Thus we ſee, that a cauſe which h 3 
not truth for its foundation, miglit hai . 
ſuch a zeal exerted in its beia't, whic * 
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1 itſelf ſhall be blamelcſs; and that an- 
ober which has truth for its ſupport, 
might have an improper zeal exerciſed on 
its ide : from hence we may ſafely draw 
the following concluſion —that zeal, ſim- 
ply conſidered in itſelf, has no merit or 
leſert — that the cauſe alone can give a 
proper ſanction and ſpirit to our zeal; and 
that our zeal ſhould be moderated and 
ſuited to the cauſe. — There are many pre- 
valent reaſons to induce us to obſerve ſuch 
a due regulation. 
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Nothing has been of ſo much diſſervice 
to the cauſe of true religion, as that 
ſpirit of bigottry, with which oppoſite 
parties eſpouſe, and defend their opinions: a}: 
the zeal that has flamed forth from the e 
fewel of ſuch contention, has, ere now, [| 
role into the moſt furious vengeance of 1 
perlecuting cruelty ; before whoſe irre- | 
liſtable conſuming, fell all the tender 


aviout 
time, 
2 true 
fable 
pirit yt 


ch has 2p : | 
principles of humanity ; and, in whoſe 

ut haze * f 5 

«hic pernicious burning, periſhed the laws of 
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virtue and religion ®, — The hiſtory of th 
Chriſtian world ſtands charged with the 
fact that men have vainly imagined unit 
they have been torturing their fellow- ces 
tures into the profeſſion of what they eil 
truth, that they have been doing ſervice 
to God, — Thus it is that zeal can ce. it + 
come humanity — thus have men 4cvouly Wl. ... 
torn each other in pieces; and moſt reli od! ch 
giouſly broken through all the ſacicd Jay 
of benevolence, love, and charity —G& 
priving thoſe of the privileges of exiſtence, 
whoſe ideas happen to have a different 
aſſociation, and run in a different train 
from their own; as if others, who held na 
the ſame opinions with themſelves, wer cou a, 
unworthy to breathe the ſame air, or es- lence, : 
joy any common privilege of - 38 
The adverſaries of Chriſſianity have not fand $ Out on 
alledge the fatal efie&ts of the miſtaken zcal and eren 
of ſome of its friends as an objection to Chriſtian 
itſelf — but let it be remembered, that all the dreactu 
and horrid ſcenes of perſecutian, are, in every reifes de. B 
comrary to the precepts and deſign of the Cofpel; % "cr {per 
owing to no other cauſe but the want of it dine i uled, — 


fluences upon the hearts and conduct of mil 
profeſſors, 
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erſecutions have followed the diſputes 
yon what day a feſtival, that Chriſt never 
pointed, ſhould be obſerved. It is thus 
at an immoderate zeal has trampled upon 
manity, totally defacing the divine 
age of God; marking its dreadful path, 
ii} the ruins it occaſions, with the 
rid traces of human blood. Gracious 
od! that men ſhould ever ſo miſtake the 
niable, peaceable, charitable, and lovely 
it of thy religion, and the perfections 
thy nature, as to think that thou canſt 
honoured by ſuch violations of thy 
r-ſacred laws | — 


Could perſecuting vengeance ſupport its 
lence, and keep up its fury to its higheſt 
nt— could it perſevere as it generally 
out on its career, and execute its rage 
n unfatigued ftrength, the world would 

re been an almoſt forlorn and deſtitute 
de. But, bleſſed be God! the fury 
per ſpends itſelf, or is divinely con- 


uled. — The human heart, though 
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preſſed into the ſervice of perſecution hy incſs, 
prejudice, will at length revolt, aud - ther 
ing as much from ſeverity, as pride wil that 
allow, return to the pleaſing fc oY conf 
pity and tenderneſs. — The moit enchu— 

ſiaſtic bigot, that ever pronounced hi; 
religious anathema againſt his brother, 

will ſometimes feel a little uncalnels q 

tis ſeverity of judgment. — An ever!ain 

force cannot be put upon human aatuic 

the benevolent affections will (ont 

let the zealot endeavour to fup;:#ls the 

ever ſo much. — Men will be ma, "re i 
ſpight of themſelves — happy is , , nch 
immoderate zeal cannot always be ke! 


be o 
to its high pitch - that men cannot e ia. by 
ways zealouſly affected in ſuch a ttt wed in 
But when a man is ſeriouſly and rate. 
convinced of the importance of truth ab 
religion —determined reſolutely to ons 
them by a proper exertion of ai; {15 po. 
— ſteadily to maintain the cauic 483 
all oppoſition ; and, at the fame time, 
ſolved to treat thoſe with cancou © 


ty, rela 
Id; or! 
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incls, who are of a contrary perſua- 
n; there is not the leaſt room to doubt, 
that his zeal will be always uniform 
| conſiſtent, and well adapted to the 
port of truth ax > 


4 A 7 


he apoſtle's 8 in the text, K- 


&s itſelf, and is applicable to every 
be tru ily laudable throughout the whole 
Ic of du ty. —t ts good to be zealouſly 
cd aways iy à goed thing. —- Whether 
be engaged in this or that act of bene- 
nee, either of a public or private na- 
„ ſuch as relieving the diftreiled 

ly, by our liberality —or the dejected 
nind, by our counſels - whether we be 
27d in the honourable purſuits of in- 
ly, relative to the happineſs of this 
d; or keeping ourſelves pure from its 
tations - whether we be ſerving God 
be offices of devotion, or our fellow- 
tures in the offices of humanity, or 
ating our own conduct —all theſe 
5, as they are praiſe-worthy aud 
II. N 
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good, in thiſe we ſhould be 2221 


1 
felted (ez 


mend: 
to OW! 
bears 
dences 


But the caſe, to which the rule mig] 
be applied with eminent propricty, is th 
which might be called the ood coul 
ſince religion involves in iticlt hen. 
great and excellent. This is the c 
which we are bound to ſupport by t 
moſt ready exertion of ourſclves : ir wh 
we ſhould exhibit that zeal, which, und 
due regulation, will effectually prom 
the cauſe, in oppoſition to all the cayils 
its adverſaries, or miſtakes of it: Hun 
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In order to enkindle our zen at! 
original ſource of divine illum mia, 
us advert to that æra, when the Sur 
righteouſneſs firſt ſhone forth ; and 
lowing him in the courſe of celeſtia 
radiation, let us mark the briglit evicng.. - 
that are caſt upon our holy re privi 
Chriſtians, we enjoy an inſtitution, toil e pow: 
keaven, in wonderful atteſtation, 143 - 
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Kal. It contains all that beſt recom- 
nends the ſupream Father of our mercies 

o our love, confidence, and truſt; and - 
bears enftamped upon it, the brighteſt evi- 
dences of the divine perfections. 


In general we engage with ardent zeal 
in 2 cauſe wherein eminent characters are 
concerned. — This is a cauſe in which the 
eternal God is manifeſted -in which his 
only begotten Son appeared, — In human 


lie, men need no great incitement to zeal 


where their intereſts are unmediately con- 
erned, and great rewards expected. — And 
mall not Chriſtianity excite our zeal f — 
Mens unmortal interefts are herein con- 
mmcd—a good is hereby propoſed, inde- 
ndant of which, every thing elſe is no- 
ding —a happineſs is promiſed, more ample 
Ind more durable, than the heart of man 
an torm conceptions of. — Immunities 
nd privileges offered, which nothing but 
e power and mercy of God could be- 


the puniſhment of fin remitted — 
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good, in thiſe we ſhould be zealuſhye 


ſeal, 
mends 
to Our 
bears e 
dences 


But the caſe, to which the rule mig 
be applied with eminent propriety, ist 
which might be called the pood cad 
ſince religion involves in iticlt hu 
great and excellent. This is the c. 
which we are bound to ſupport by : rern 
moſt ready exertion of ourſclyrs : erna 
we ſhould exhibit that zeal, which, un nly bes 
due regulation, will effeQuz!!; pe, mei 
the cauſe, in oppoſition to all the cavils here d 
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its adverſaries, or miſtakes of it HN end. 
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; | hall not 

In order to enkindle our ze it ens 


original ſource of divine illummane, Wer) 
us advert to that era, when the 0B... j.... 
righteouſneſs firſt ſhone forth ; an 
lowing him in the courſe oi celeſtial WW: mor 
radiation, let us mark the bright cvi0W-: bora 
that are caſt upon our holy re':zi07. s pci 
Chriſtians, we enjoy an inſtitut oo po. 
keaven, in wonderful atteſtation, ha Wet}; 
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al. It contains all that beſt recom- 
nends the ſupream Father of our mercies 
to our love, confidence, and truſt ; and, 
bears enftamped upon it, the brighteſt evi- 
dences of the divine per fections. 


In general we engage with ardent zeal 
in a cauſe wherein eminent characters are 
oncerned. — This is a cauſe in which the 
ternal God is manifeſted -in which his 
nly begotten Son appeared, — In human 
ife, men need no great incitement to zeal 
phere their intereſts are immediately con- 
erned, and great rewards expected. And 
hall not Chriſtianity excite our zeal ? — 
Uens immortal intereſts are herein con- 
erncd—a good is hereby propoſed, inde- 
endant of which, every thing elſe is no- 
ting —a happineſs is promiſed, more ample 
nd more durable, than the heart of man 
an form conceptions of. — Immunities 

d privileges offered, which nothing but 

e power and mercy of God could be- 

the puniſhment of fin remitted — 

N 2 
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all the ſeverity of the offended mzjeſty cf 


heaven, ſoftened into the offers of orice Th 
the ſentence of death repealed - the par. Ty 
don of offences propoſed upon thoſe terms . 
which are eſſentially neceſſary to the he-. 0 
pineſs of mankind— the future {tate aud fo 
ſelicity ſet in a clear and proper vicw— WW. "0 
the beſt motives propounded to indν,ẽu . mM 
to that practice which ſhall procure in. . 1 
mortal happineſs. — And does the flame of 
zeal burn ſtill languid in our hearts? "OB 
want we more than all this to revive its . The 
fire? —if ſo, let me ſay, all nature is be- 
fore-hand with us; and the gracious d-. Ange 
penſations of God call on us in v1" : for 
(to deliver myſelf in the language of 
juſtly admired poet) Mae © 
eal, let 
«© To light the flame of zeal in human ll |. 
« hearts; 
4% To lift us from this abject, to ſublime; . We 
« This mean, to mighty — for this g * 
« ous end, a 810 
« Th' Almighty riſing, his long let 0 entht 
« broke: on 
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« The world was made — was ruin'd — 
« was reſtor'd. 

« Laws from the ſkies were publiſh'd 
c were repeal'd ; 

« On earth, kings, kingdoms roſe — 
kings, kingdoms fell. 

« Fam'd ſages lighted up the Pagan world; 

« Prophets from Zion,darted a keen glance 

« Through diſtant age — ſaints travel'd— 
« martyrs bled : [troul'd. 

By wonders ſacred nature ſtood con- 

The living were tranſlated — dead were 
e raisd : 

Angels, and more than angels, came 
«from heaven.” Young, 


Not only to excite, but eſtabliſh our 


eal, let us attend to the following par- 
Iculars ; 


|, We ought to be zealouſly.affeted 
N teligion, to free it from ſuperſtition, 
nd enthuſiaſm. Here our zeal ought to 
t attempered with charity, as well as in- 
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ſpired with boldneſs ; for there is ne 
of great mildneſs in bringing men ct 
from any prejudices; and thoſe of a rej. 


gious nature, generally prove the moſt 
denate. In effecting this, a proper re» 


its ©) 
erſecut 
ever le 
acy CON 


gion 
lution is neceſſary, becauſe men arc { ould a 
dom induced to take up another's o bet 
nions, unleſs they are fully perſuadel8auſe of 
that the perſon entertains them him owe 
upon the moſt convincing evidence. ocate 
And ſhall religion ſuffer for want of fu do has 
advocates, thus rationally convinced out, bi. 
its excellence and importance? Shall ent to 
its native dignity and ſimplicity be eich 
hid in the ſables of ſuperſtition, or . O 
phantaſtic dreſs of enthuſiaſm ? Sh atio 
ſuffer from the rude hand of an ene cia) 
or falſe repreſentation of its friends, and Mrhority 
ſtand by unmoved ? —What ! ſhail no 2:48en oive 
inflame, no love for religion inſpire e up 
breaſts? — Shall we net lift up h- hard; ey are 
the cauſe, and acguit ourſelves libe n, and 
Or is not the cauſe ſufficiently ſacred vl man n 


important? — Or are we ſo loſt to a extern 
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its excellence, that nothing but open 
erſecution will engage us on its fide ? — 
ever let it be ſaid, that a ſeeming obſti- 


need 
n 0 
kel. 


ſt ob icy could effect that, which reaſon and 
eien could not. — Suppoſe perſecution 
c | ould ariſe — ill would it beſeem the man, 


tho before was cold and indifferent in the 

auſe of truth, to lame forth at once its 

owed aſſertor. No! the only conſiſtent 

vocate for truth and religion, is the man 

ho has ſhewn by an even tenour of con- p 
ct, his inviolable regards and attach- 

gent to them. 
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II. Our zeal ſhould appear againſt all 
urpations of the rights of mankind ; 
peclally that tyranny that demands an 
thority over our conſciences. When 
en give up this unalienable claim, they 
e up the prerogative of their being: 
ey are then fitted for the loweſt depreſ- 
n, and moſt abject ſlavery. —The mind 
man muſt neceſſarily be free, becauſe 


external forge can eontroul it there are 
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no arguments in bonds and impriſonment allowi 


no conviction in racks and ſcourges.— nevole 
Befides, let our pride determine, whether in the 
it be fitting that our wills ſhould be regu. tend t 
lated, in matters of religion, by another; matter 
ſentiments —or our faith directed by thr Canon 
perſuaſion, —Men were formed to think WW richts 
for themſelves : and religion bins a pe- WW nooth 
ſonal thing, all preſcriptions of modes of Wi ed by « 
faith, ſyſtems of orthodoxy, aud c. intereſ 
bliſhed creeds, that all muſt believe up i bonda; 
pain of damnation, are the moſt flagrant 

affronts that can be put upon mankind; III. 
and the moſt outrageous violation of th oulate: 


prerogative, which heaven has in fuch af and as 
eſpecial manner unalienably contned let us 
every individual, that no man can, of the 
- would, part with it; I mean, the right ev zeatoi/ 


man has of thinking for himſelf, — Infal- ality, t 
bility never yet produced its credcitills nature 
till it has, every man does wel! to 1: chang: 
all pretenſions to it. —If ever ſuch , «re the 
tions and impoſitions be attempted, ly Leer: 

zcal cannot too ſtrenuouſſy op; ole M berge 
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allowing it be exerted in the ſpirit of be- 
nevolence. — The man of a becoming zeal 
in the cauſe of truth and religion, will at- 
tend to the deciſions of his own mind, in 
matters of faith, and reject all other 
can925, as innovations upon the ſacred 
rights of mankind; and look upon them in 
no other light but as preſcribed and ſupport- 
ed by crafty deſigning men, whoſe worldly 


| intereſt it is, to keep others in ſpiritual 


bondage, the moſt alarming of all ſlavery. 


III. As our zeal ought always to be re- 
culated by the cauſe in which we engage, 
and as this is that of truth and religion, 


let us remember, that the apoſtle's rule is 


of the utmoſt importance, to be ALWAYS 
zeaiouſly nffefted in ſo good a cauſe. In re- 
ality, truth and religion are one; and the 
nature of truth being permanent and un- 
changeable, the obligations to ſupport it 
are the ſame, We therefore can never 
deſert this cauſe, without incurring the 


arge of puſillanimity, We ought to 
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appear open, and avowed affertors of ;;, 
let the times in which we live bear why 
complexion ſoever they may. —{(3cner! 
conſent, and univerſal cuſtom, in this caſe, 
have but little authority, for they cz: rover 
alter the nature of things: and though 
the greater the pity, the more ſolitar 1 
man ſtands in defence of truth, the great: 
his merit and reward, 


Let us remember, that it is inc::nbent 
on us to ſhew a good example of zca!, 2: 
well as of other virtues. The apoſtle, in 
his epiſtle to the Corinthians, ſays, J 
zeal hath prouoted very many. We are ſo 
formed, that ſtrike but the human heart 
aright, and you produce harmony, fal- 
ing from the unanimous movements of 
each others ſouls. — Shew but a well-rc- 
gulated zeal in a cauſe, and others wWil 
feel theirs by degrees enkindling. 


But above all, and as a matter of the 
higheſt concern, let us conſider, that he, 
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ther contending in the cauſe of truth and 
religion, nor even dying in their defence, 
will be of any ayail, if they have note had 
their ſalutary influences on our hearts and 
tempers, to form us to the character of the 
righteous, —It is not the man that con- 
tends for the faith, but he that lives by 
it, that ſhall receive the recompence of 
reward, It will be in vain to allege be- 
fore the har of God, Lord ! we appeared 
open aſſertors of thy cauſe, and withſtood 
tioſe who oppoſed it; if we cannot ſay 
aſo, We have lived by thy precepts — 
deen guided by thy example— and have 
compleated the character of thy diſciples. 
I ſhall conclude with the great apoſtle's 
comprehenfive deſcription of the Goſpel 
revelation, and what are the duties of 
c- thoſe who embrace it, in his epiſtle to 
Wil Titus, — The grate of Ged that bringeth ſal- 

vation hath appagged unto all men; teaching 
ui, that denying ungodlineſs and wordly luſis, 
we ſhould live ſoberly, rightzoufly, and godly 
in this preſent world ; locking far that bigſed 
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hope, and the glorious appearance of the grun 
God, and cur Saviour Feſus Chriſt : wy 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redren u 
from all iniquity, and purify to himself a tv. 
culiar people ZEALOUS OF GOOD WORK, 
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ur Lord's rebuke of his diſciples James 
and John, for their unjuſtifiable zeal, 
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Our Lord's rebuke of his diſciples James 
and John, for their unjuſtifiable zeal, 


LUKE ix. 55. 


V now not what manner of ſpirit ye 
are of, 


Ty E memorable ſtory, -of which theſe 
words are a very intereſting part, is, with 
bts ſeveral circumſtances, at once recalled 
o our minds, as ſoon as theſe are recited ; 
ii ſtands as a no leſs remarkable inſtance 
{ impartiality in the ſacred hiſtorian, 
taan it does of the genuine ſpirit of the 
nolt exalted virtue and benevolence. We 
pre told by St. Luke, that when the time 
has come when our Lord ſhould be en- 
p2:d in the laſt ſcene of his important 
Þulineſs here upon earth, ere he was re- 
Ned up into glory, that he intended 
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8 


going to Jeruſalem: accordingly he ſert 
meſſengers before him, to prepare for hi, 


th this 


reception in every place; which, in a cc. v4 
tam village of the Samaritans, was dcn ; 
him; becauſe his going to Jeruſalem de. 
nominated him an enemy, whom their "7 jp 
prejudices warranted them openly t reject that 
and deſpiſe. When two of his diſcipts na. 
James and John, ſaw the effects of tiicir 3 
unreaſonable averſion, unkind and inbeh- cn 
table behaviour, with the ſpirit of WW)... 


and much more deſtructive zeal, ti: :1 te a. 
which they meant to correct ande de, 


HalicS, 1 
they aſk permiſſion- of our Lord, o Wh: ack 
mand an immediate deſtruction to deicend d, an 
upon theſe Samaritans, in like mammm ac 
Elias had done upon the meſſengers dye g 
Ahaziah king of Samaria. — The bene ende 
lent Saviour, moved no doubt wit! con- Far not 
cern, that his diſciples had profited {© !'11e WW the wor! 
either by his example or precepts, or un- {Wihroach a 
derſtood ſo little of the nature and gens WW to die, 
of that religion he taught, and which the tration. 
were themſelves to maintain, reb.-: e. II. 


— — neg 
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th this ſhort but expreſſive reply, — 7: 
wy not what manner of ſpirit ye are of: 
Jan of man it not come to arftroy mens 
| but to ſave them, — 


1; if our Lord had replied ; Ye know 
that this precipitate and unjuſtifiable 
and, indicates a ſpirit quite oppoſite in 
nature and tendency to that which 
0u'd characterize and diſtinguiſh my diſ- 
s. — Ye know not that ſuch a permiſ- 
n to deſtroy thoſe who appear my ad- 
(arics, is entirely inconſiſtent with the 
and deſign of my appearance in this 
vid, and that behaviour by which the 
aracter of the Meſſiah can alone be 
whily ſupported ; and contrary to all 
a tenderneſs, benevolence, and love, 
be not only lead me, as the Saviour 
the world, to bear all the contumeiy, 
proach and jill-treatment of mankind, 
ttodic, in order to ſave them from final 
tration. 

You, II. O 
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This part of the ſacred biſtory is wor 


uerſu 

thy our attention, and improvement. netu: 
nave 

It ſeems from this, and other inſtance Mc 
recorded in the Goſpel, that our Lord ſurpr 
diſciples, like the Jews in general, at ft fe th 
neither underſtood the nature of hi: King wave 
dom, nor the ſpirit of his religion. —T7; OR 
expected a temporal deliverer.— Thy, they + 
well as the Jews, were filled with id: dd 
of majeſty and earthly fpleadons; x 4-08 
were kept in ſuſpenſe alone by the ir dur cl 
culous works our Lord performed. } 3 
not thoſe miracles awakened in them fot b Gor 
apprehenſions of his being an extract Ik 
nary character, and endowed with ſupt e 
natural power, in all probability, ih erſe 
would have challenged him to diſcover] IF 
great deſign, and have called v9"! hi BOY 
to give ſome convincing evidence thi! yon; 
was the deliverer of Iſrael, by appcauly i 
in all that pomp and grandeur, with wi ples, 0 
they expected his kingdom fiouid renge, 


adorned, It is not therefore very wc proper! 


wor 
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derful, that as they underſtood not the 
nzture of his kingdom, that they ſhould 
have been miſtaken as to the ſpirit of the 
Meſſiah's religion: and therefore it is leſs 
ſurpriſing than otherwiſe it would be, to 
{ce them filled with that indignation, which 
gave birth to their unreaſonable requeſt, 
when the Meſſiah, to whoſe government 
they expected all ſhould ſubmit, was re- 
fuſzd an hoſpitable reception by ſome inſig- 
nihcant villagers of Samaria.— No doubt 
but they thought this ſuch an aftronr to 
their maſter, which ſhould be puniſhed in 
o ſignal a manner, that it ſhould intinu— 
date others, leſt they ſhould treat him with 
like contempt. — But Jeſus, who knew 
perfectly well the nature of his kingdom, 
and the beſt means of promoting its in- 
tereſts — the grand deſign of his rc 
gion, and the unreaſonable prejudives of 
mankind, and improper zeal of his diſci- 
ples, corrects this ſpirit of anger ain re- 
renge, by a reproof, mild in itſelf, but ut 
properly applied to their own hearts, cou- 
94 
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taining a ſevere reprehenſion — Ye e 11; 
what manner of ſpirit ye are of. 


Happy had it been for the Chriſtian 
world, if the miſtakes concerning the na- 
ture of Chriſt's kingdom, and the effec- 
tual means of promoting his cauſe, had 
been confined alone to his immediate fol- 
lowers. —At firſt, we may ſuppoſe, that 
men needed fome inſtruction in the {chod] 
of Chriſt, before they could ditcern the 
purity of his doctrines, and fſublimity 9 
his precepts : but when his holy religion 
has been expoſed to al), for ſo many hun- 


dred years, one ſhould be apt to with, it 


not expect, that his precepts and dor- 
trines ſhould be better underſtood ; 04 
chat few difficulties thou!ld ariſe upon ihe 
moſt effectual means of promoting his 
religion in the world. But fact and ca- 
perience forbid this expectation: 0 
through all the ages and nations of te 
world, where Chriſtianity has bern prv- 
ſeſied, it has met with thoſe, who lite 
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the diſciples of our Lord, when he was 
upon carth, have ſhewn, that they either 
really or wilfully miſtook the nature of 
his religion, the ſpirit it teaches, and the 
effetual ways of advancing it in the 
world, in ſuch a degree, that we are au- 
thorized to ſay, they have not known what 
manzer of ſpirit they were of. - We will in- 
ſtance this, 


In a more general; And 


II. In a more particular, and perſonal 


nHanner. 


They who ſtand firſt on the liſt, are 
hole, who have been perſecutors of others 
lor conſcience-ſake; who have deformed 
tne world with the moſt ſhocking ſcenes of 
cruelty, and pleaded, in extenuation of 
their fault, the charitable deſign of com- 
pling others to think like themſelves. 
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Such are the errors into which the hu exercit 
man mind might tall, that charity forbids hould 
us to ſuppoſe, that every perſecutor has ſhould 
been inſpired by the worſt principles that tian, - 
can actuate the human heart; but this pected 
we can ſafely ſay, that perſecution ſtands have d 


in direct and open proof of the trüch of 


the aſiertion, that its abetters hve nyt Perf 
Anctun what manner of ſpirit they were of. — by the 
They have not conſidered, that thereby pel; b 
they contradicted the firſt princ ine of ſence, 
Chriſtianity, and ſet at nought the ct and co 
law of charity, forbearance, and udn 


They did not conſider, that while tl: If t 
were doing that, for which they had 0 their f. 


authority, that they were breaking th: ugh to any 
thoſe expreſs laws, which had the mot all, un 
ſacred ſanction, and were inforced by dl can be 
Vine authority. but as 
ſelves, 

Upon a review of the Goſpel, 2 ai if this 


attention to its leading principles an pit- tion, x 
cepts, one ſhould have thought that the z right 
rod of perſecution could never hay: been liffere; 
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exerciſed but in oppoſition thereto; one 
hould not have ſuppoſed that Chriſtian 
hould have inflited ſtroke upon Chriſ- 
tian, — It ſhould reaſonably have been ex- 
rected that an enemy, not a brother, could 
have done theſe things. 


Perſecution not only ſtands condemned 
by the principle and precepts of the Goſ- 
pe!; but it has nothing to urge in its de- 
ſence, when brought to the bar of reaſon 
and conſcience, 


— m 
a- 


þ . — A 
* 
2 1 d * my 2 * > — 2 ? — 4 9 ay a _ -_ e 
- f "oO — - 
- — — 20 * = — — _— * Gwe, T — — - 
= — — 


* = 
+ ESR. WA. + oa, 


If this right of correcting others for 
their ſuppoſed errors in judgment, belong 
to any, it muſt of equal right belong to 
ali, unleſs an exceptive caſe of infallibility 
can be produced, and ſufficiently atteſted : 
but as all mankind are infallible to them- 
ſelves, i. e. think they are not miſtaken, 
if this were ſufficient to authorize perſecu- 
tion, who ſees not, but that every man has 
a right thus to correct another who thinks 
lifterenly from himſelf? and who is there 
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but as readily perceives, that this principle 
put into practice, would foon deſtroy all 
diſtinctions among mankind, ae, 
order, and decorum; and that faming 
forth with lawleſs rage, it would deform 
the world with more horrid ſcenes, than 
thoſe, which the inſanguined hand of wir 
itſelf has ever drawn ?—Then, ech man 
would find his enemy at home — no out- 
rageous violence to ſet men upon their 
guard, no honourable declaration of hoſti- 
lities.—Perſecution, like an aſſaſſin, draws 
the reckleſs blade unawed ; and carcleſs, 
though it ſever the ſacred ties of nature 
herſelf, gives the fatal ſtroke ; and to pre- 
vent men from continuing in error, puts 
it for ever out of their power to be better 


informed. 


2. It might be ſaid of thoſe who pro- 
feſs Chriſtianity in its purity, yet ſubſti- 
tute for holineſs rites and ceremonies, 
that they knew not what manner 5) /jirit 
they are of, — For this can ncver aulwer 
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the great deſign of religion, reſpecting 
either the temper of their own minds, or 
gaining the approbation of God. 


No religion that ever appeared in the 
world, is, in every reſpect, ſo free from ce- 
remony as Chriſtianity : there are only 
wo poſitive inſtitutions ordained, the rea- 
ſonableneſs and moral uſes of which, muſt 
appear very evident upon a cloſe and pro- 
per attention. Care is every where taken 
throughout the Goſpel, to inforce holi- 
neſs, in oppoſition to a reliance upon in- 
ſtituted rites and ceremonies. What a 
miſtaken ſpirit then mult poſſeſs thoſe 

en who ſubſtitute theſe in the place of 
perſonal holineſs - or ſuppoſe, the practice 
of any one virtue, able to atone for the 
violation of the other laws of God! 


Religion loſes its noble ſimplicity both 
of doctrine and worſhip, in exact propor- 
tion as ceremonies are admitted into it — 

d we find by experience, that in the 

4 
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ſame proportion it loſes its influence over 
the minds of men. What effects, either 
moral or religious, can the moſt ſcrupu— 
lous obſervance of any external rite hays, 
unleſs it be, either in its nature or manner 
of appointment, ſo connected with a moral 
diſpoſition, that, thereby, it ſhall {16-ry; 
the ſame purpoſes as precepts and princi- 
ple, or directy lead us to their practice! 
We find too, that ceremonious rites al- 
ways nouriſh that ſuperſtition in the hu- 
man breaſt, to which men are naturally 
prone. — The difciples of Jeſus then arc 
without excuſe, they neither know, nor 
experience the effects of his religion, 
they do not underſtand its nature, or know 
what ſpirit they ought to be of, when in- 
ſtead of that holineſs, without which 19 
man fhall ſee the Lord, they obſerve the 
ceremonies, the attendance upon which, 
without a ſpirit of purity and true icli 
gion, are an abomination in his ſight. 
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2. We may farther obſerve, that thoſe 
pretended diſciples of the meek and bene- 
yolent Jeſus, #now not what manner of ſpirit 
they are of, who make diviſions in his 
church — who rend aſunder the ſacred 
bond of union — CHARITY — who think 
that a difference in matters of opinion is 
: {ſufficient excuſe for breaking that fun- 
damental law of Chriſtianity, Be kindly 
affeflioned one to another, — All are of the 
Chriſtian church, who with honeſt hearts, 
and devout minds, ſeek after and practiſe 
what they think to be truth. Salvation is 
not annexed to any ſet of principles inde- 
pendent of practice. The faith that the 
Goſpel demands is very eaſy and plain — 
whe/o belteveth that Jeſus is the Son of Ged, 


{vail ve Javed. What ſhall we ſay then to 


thoſe men, who ſet up a ſyſtem of doctrines 
vi their own, which perhaps, after all 
their zealous contention, the Goſpel never 
aught; and make this the only ſtandard 
of faith and obedience ? and who, when 
ocners differ from them in their belicf, 
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paſs their devout anathema upon them; 
as religiouſly caſting them out of the 
Chriſtian church, as if the canon of in. 
fallibility were in their own hands; and a 
full diſpenſation given them from heaven, 
to excommunicate from the ine{iimahle 
bleflings of the Goſpel, all thoſ- who 
reach not the ſtandard of their faith, 
which they call okTHoDoOxX OPINION — 
who judge of ſaintſhip by their own ch. 
racter ; and exactly determine the elect, 
by excluding all others from their com- 
munion who differ from themſelucs, 
unfit for the favour of man, or the fals. 
tion of God? — Is this the ſpirit of 16: 
Goſpel ? Is this the character of a di. 
ciple of the Son of God? —Is this units 
all in the bond of love? —Is this the peace 
of God that paſſeth all underſtanding '— 
Where is the diſtinguiſhing mark © t= 
diſciples of our Lord, drawn by h:m!c!,, 
By this ſhall all men know that ye 4? i) 
diſciples, if ye lave ane another © 
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The true intereſts of the Chriſtian 
church are not by any thing fo eſſentially 
njured, as by thoſe diſſenſions that prevail 
zmong Chriſtians, — Our bleſfied Saviour 
eſlures us, that a houſe divided agarift itſelf 
cannot land. What has ſupported the 
Chriſtian cauſe, amidſt all the deit;zns of 
its adverſaries, and diſſenſion of its triends, 
but the ſame omnipotent power that firſt 
1 -Lafned it, for my own part I cannot 
determine. And what ſhould prevent men 
from diſcerning, that this ſpirit of dtn 
'> 2 full demonſtration that ibey #19 net 
wat manner of ſpirit they are of, but the 
lame perverſeneſs of mind that at firſt 
made the Goſpel expedient, 1 cannot pre- 
tend to ſay : but this I will boldly declare, 
that whoever either foments, or cauſcs 
this ſpirit of diſcord and uncharitabienels, 
and thereby diſcovers that he loveth not 
his brother, in the Goſpel ſenſe, however 
he might boaſt himſelf of his ſuperior 
knowledge of the truth, is ignorant of the 
firſt principle of it — the knowledge if God 


* . 


wy wo 


* 
. 
: 


N 
I 
1 
} 


KzER 
2 
* — 
* * 
* - 


oy w — . 5%, 5 
IE V4. 
* - 

x 4 


GS EAR ERTMSO 


222 SERMON XVII. 


— for Gon 13 LovE, And however ſuch pals 
perſons may vainly ſuppoſe themſelves en. requi 
dowed with more plentiful ſupplies of the ment 


ſpirit of grace, than they are willing cha- ples. 
ritably to allow to their fellow Chrittians, be re 
if they be deſtitute of that candour, come 
and charity, which ſuch divitions {hey ſurpr 
they are, God dwelleth not in them of th 
his love perfected in them — for 10+ (5.4) ful al 


God, loveth his brother alſo. — We cou. ſerut 
dices 

II. To treat this ſubject in a more . — * 
ticular and perſonal manner: or, in eth throi 
words, to conſider the deceptions to which form 
we are all liable, reſpecting the ner ion, 
and diſpoſitions of our minds, and te ed 
real ſtate of religion and virtue in our ment 


ſouls. then, 
thus 


Experience and obſervation lead us to de 
make the following remark — that we ai aCcco1 
not more deceived by others, than we de- itand 
ceive ourſelves, — it is very difficult to de- quitt 


tect the fallacies of our own heart - 
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paſs an impartial judgment upon ourſelves, 
requires great reſolution, frequent retire- 
ment, many pains, and repeated ſtrug- 
oles. And if we confider how much is to 
be removed, and ſubdued, before we can 
come to a fair enquiry, we ſhall not be 
ſurprized to find this to be the true ſtate 
of the caſe.— The heart of man is deceit- 
{ul above all things. — We enter into the 
{crutiny of ourſeives with all our preju- 
dices on the fide of an unfair concluſion, 
— We view our excellencies and faults 
through an inverted proſpect, wherein the 
former are magnified beyond all propor- 
ion, and the latter ſcarcely to be diſcern- 
d. We are glad to pals ſentence the mo- 
ment the cauſe appears favourable, and 
then, after we have, from our partiality, 
nus fraudulently dealt with ourſelves, we 
ae betrayed into the error, that the 


ene count between heaven ard our hearts 
e de- itands fair; and thus we come off ac- 
Ky quitted with honour, 
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How often do we ſatisfy ourſelves with 
a full judgment in our own favour, from 
the compariſon with others, when we 
only find that we are not in appearance 
quite ſo bad as they are? —We draw our 
ſecurity from their worſe condition; and 
becauſe we are not fallen as low as hu— 
manity can fink, we falſely imagine that 
we ſtand upon the topmoſt round of ex- 
cellence. 


Sometimes, when we dare retire far- 
ther into ourſelves, our attendance upu 
religious ordinances ſhall be balanced 
againſt thoſe faults, which, upon a more 
intimate knowledge, we cannot but {ce we 
are guilty of. We are too apt to imag in- 
that all is right within, when external 
circumſtances do not call any particular 
virtue forth to action; and then, we con— 
tentedly fit down, bleſs heaven for our 
bappy attainments in religion, and prac 
ourſelves for acquiſitions we have never 
made, and juttity ourſelves from the 1gn0- 
rance of our carts, 


Att 
Juſt cat 
of min 
the faul 
vocatioi 
lies not 
the baſe 
ſent my 

lay the 0 
— We 
When ca! 


. 


TC, the 
We re 
Nat evils t 
iuty, 2nd 
l2nificant 
gion? — 7 
ſMrit we a1 
and when 


vurielves, 


* O1. II 


\ 


SERMON XVII 22g 


At times, when we find what we call 


juſt cauſe for diſcovering any bad affection 
of mind, we attribute our ill conduct to 
the faults of thoſe who gave us ſuch pro- 
vocation ; and think that the moral evil 
lies not fo much in our own breaſts, as in 
the baſe deſigns of others. — Thus we re- 
{nt injuries with rancorous malice, and 
fay the offenders puſh us to this neceflity, 
— We are impatient and dilcontented 
when calamity befals us, and fay, in ex- 
cute, the burden is too heavy to be borne, 
We repine at our lot, and urge the ſig- 
v2! evils that befal us.—We are remiſs in 
duty, and fay, what uſe can ſuch an in- 
l2nihcant mortal as I am be of to reli- 
gon? — Thus we know not what manner of 
prrit we are of till we are put to the trial, 
and when we are, we are apt to deceive 
vuriclves. 


Al! thoſe things that call forth our vir- 
ws, may be conſidered as ſo many powers 


mpclling us forward to diſcover our real 
Vol. II. 43 


— —— — 
" . 


* 
4 8 — 4 8 2 
ds — — 
* 1 4 — — A * ” - 3 3 * 
1 
— - = » a ” 
. 5 

- . So 4 a pa — uy * 

— 0 . 3 ©. — 


— ,. 


— 2 
„ — — — -- 


—— — - 


226 -SE RMONCAVII. 


ſeives; and therefore a very inmnortzn; pare us 
piece of advice reſults from theſe com. "0g | 
plations, which is, when ever things hay. hind w 
pen to excite our affections, let us conſider Mead 
that we then have an opportunity 07 _ 
quiring into the ſtate of our hearts, -— I. as 
is an infallible rule of judgment, . = 
WiCN Ng 


ing the ſtate of virtue and religion 
ſouls, to know what influence t 0 
foreign nature have upon our minds.—fx fy 
as on the one hand, if virtue and iCizion much b. 
be prevalent, all the inferior paſſions of > Pf 
our fouls will be regulated ; on the other, ul conf, 
it theſe exert themſelves with confider- 
able force, or are not ſoon controulcd, we 
may conclude, that virtue and religion 
have not their due weight with us, uot 
their proper influence upon our hcarts, 
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This attempt to diſcover the truc frat 
of our minds, or what manner of Sirit 54 
are of, is a taſk of the higheſt imporiznce 
tor it will greatly befriend our ite 
ments in religion, and habitua!y yi 
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pare us for the awful judgment of God, — 
How dreadfully ſurprized ſhall we be to 
End when we come to ſtand before that 
dtend tribunal, that all our excellence was 
unreal glory; and that the ignorance / 
whit manner of ſpirit we were of, betrayed 
to a conduct that will be puniſhed 
withtheawful indignation of the Almighty, 
—T.ct us learn to undeceive ourſelves 
before that all-revealing day. — We had 
much better ſuffer pain from thus ſcarch- 
ns our own hearts here, than the dread- 
ul conſuſion that will cover us, if we be 
detected before the whole hoſt of heaven. 
Let us conſider, that as theſe are the moſt 
mportant thoughts that the human mind 
can entertain, that they ought to find with 
i a welcome reception, and be faithfully 
ecorded upon the flefhiy tables of our hearts. 
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Inquiry after Wiſdom, 


Jos. xxvill. 12. 


ere. fball wifdom be found © and where 


is the piace of underſtanding 7 

{ {11S is an inquiry ariſing from the 

-nariſon made between the viſible things 

4 the material world, and the inviſible 
and inicrutable things of God. The au- 
wor of this ſublime book ſeems to have 
1 view this doctrine — that all the mu- 
tual and invariable relations of things, 
their uſes, cauſes, and effects, are in genera} 
objects of our comprehenſion, and the re- 
lult of infinite power and wiſdom ; but 
this is not the whole of the great deſign; 
that there are ways of the Almighty above 


tie comprehenſion of man, and places 
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throughout the infinite dominion o God, 
where there are the moſt conſpicuous dif. 
plays of his power and wiſdom ; or in the 
beautiful language of Job, There is a path 
which no fowl knoweth, and which the vul- 
ture's eye hath not ſeen. 


Upon this doctrine it is, that the inquiry 
of the text is founded : the ſpirit of which 
is this. — Notwithſtanding there are ſuch 
evident diſplays of the divine power, yet 
the wiſdom that ordains and regulates al] 
is unknown to us; Man knoweth not the 
price thereof, neither is it found in 1% {ani 
of the living — the depth ſaith, it is nat ix 
me — the ſea ſaith, it is not in me.— It 1; 
ſimilar to Job's inquiry after the cvine 
Being himſelf; Behold ] I go forward, ut 
he is not there; —and backward, but I cannit 
perceive him: on the left hand where he dah 
work, but I cannot behold him; he hidzt 
bimſelf on the right hand that J cant jet 
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That the inſcrutable wiſdom of God is 
meant by the inquiry in the text, ſeems 
evident, by the anſwer given in the latter 
part of the chapter — hence then cometh 
wiſdom ? and where is the place of under- 
ſtanding ; ſeeing it is hid from the eyes of all 
living ? — God under/landeth the way thereof, 
and he knoweth the place thereof : for he 
lroketh to the ends of the earth, and ſeeih un- 
der the whole heaven, 


The words of the text are not offered 
with a deſign of exciting a vain curioſity, 
or to lead us into unprofitable reſearches 
after the eternal counſels of God, and 
fruitleſs inquiries concerning his inſcruta- 
ble wiſdom : they are only deſigned to im- 
preſs our minds with a ſenſe of the omni- 
potent power, and unſearchable wiſdom 
of God; to lead us to a devout acknow- 
ledgement of theſe, with the other per- 
ſections of his nature: and by repreſent- 
ing the eſſential wiſdom of God, as the 
object of the divine comprehenſion alone, 
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it checks all preſumptuous invaſion of this 
prerogative of the Deity, and naturally 
leads us to conſider, what is that wiidom 
we are formed capable of attaining—and we 
ſhall find a very juſt repreſentation of it in 
the cloſe of this excellent chapter, which 
ends with the moſt important doctrine; 
and ſhews us, that the wiſdom of man does 
not conſiſt in comprehending the various 
ſubjects of knowledge, nor in vain diſquiſi- 
tions, or ingenious ſpeculations ; noi {© 
much in the imitation of the infinite com- 
prehenſion and knowledge of the diene 
mind, as in a reverential adoration of this 
attribute of God, with ail thoſe proper at- 
fections of ſoul, that reſult from ſuchan ac- 
knowledgment and reverence of the divine 
perfections — And unto man he ſaid, Brvols! 
the fear of the Lerd, that is wiſdom, an" te 
depart from evil 1s underſtanding. 


By the fear of the Lord, we are to un- 
derſtand, a reverence of his name and au- 
thority—a regard to his laws—and an ob- 
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fervance of his injunctions — in ſhort, 
the whole of religious duty, — Let this 
then be the ſtate of the queſtion — 
IWhere ſhall THIS wiſdom be found? and 
where is the place of THIS underſtanding © — 
And this will include an inquiry after the 
man of religion and virtue; or rather, in 
what ſituation and circumſtances he is mo/f 
probably to be found. — I ſay moſt probably, 
for we cannot ſuppoſe that there is only 
one, or but a few ſituations of life, in 
which a virtuous and religious character 
can be met with: there are men of illuſ- 
trious virtue, and diſtinguiſhed moral ex- 
cellence, in all ſtations and in all cir- 
cumſtances, even in thoſe that have the 
Hongeſt temptations to the contrary be- 
haviour, The deſign of this more parti- 
cular inquiry, is only to point out that 
htuation, which, in all probability, is beſt 
calculated to favour the improvements in 
virtue and religion, And we may reaſon- 
ably expect to find this ſon of wiſdom, 
not ſo much engaged in the world, as to 
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be ſubject to all the temptations with 
which it abounds; nor ſo far ſecluded 
trom it, that his virtues ſhall want those 
trials which ftamp them with the ſeal of 
merit. It muſt be readily allowed, that 
the true eſtimation of virtue, depends 
wholly upon the intention, and muſt be 
rated according as the temptations have 
been to deviate therefrom : whence it fol- 
lows, that one character, who has not an 
equal degree of virtue, ſimply conſidered, 
might from the temptations, amidſt which 
the virtues he does poſſeſs, were perfected, 
be entitled to a greater ſhare of merit than 
another, whoſe virtues, though more ex- 
alted, have never been impeded +» the 
violence of thoſe temptations that oppolcd 
the other. But though temptations be the 
teſt of virtue, and the only proof it 
principles, yet the great danger there ls 
in too ſevere a trial, will ever prevent 4 
wiſe man from plunging into the midit of 
temptation, only to prove his virtuc, or 
give it the ſanction of merit: nor wo 
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he be ſo timid as to retire from the world, 
leſt thoſe temptations that are prevalent 
therein, ſhould overthrow his virtue ; and 
by this means remain dubious, whether 
his virtue had any merit or not. But to 
the inquiry. 


e And leſt we ſhould miſtake the character, 
— and either from our charity, ſuppoſe that 
N this, or that man, anſwers to it; or from 
p partiality to ourſelves, imagine that we 
n 


have attained it, we will briefly delineate it. 


W The man, whom true religion actuates, 
3 and inſpires, is pious towards God, and 
10 jut, in the largeſt ſenſe of the word, to- 
0 wards men. No forced conſtraint through 
he fear, urges him to diſcharge the duties he 
18 owes his great benefactor; a ſenſe of his 
CS own dependence, and unworthineſs, with 
3 the genuine feelings of gratitude, are his 
ol principles of obedience. He does not fear 
5 to withdraw from the world, to hold con- 
N 


verſe with God, leſt he ſhould incur the 
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laugh and ſcorn of the fooliſh, and pro- 
fane : he can bear the thought, and in- 
deed it is the ſource of his comfort. that 
the omniſcient eye of God penetrates his 
heart, and ſcans his very ſoul, Heis nc 
under the fatal neceſſity of mixing with 
the giddy crowd in the mad career of tr:1- 
ſitory pleaſure, to forget thoſe duties, or 
the neglect of them, which he owes to 
God, mankind, or himſelf, — He knows 
that no true friendſhip can be formed, 
where men engage in purſuits that et 
the very deſires of happineſs, contract al! 
the generous feelings of the ſoul, ani! de- 
{troy each other's real felicity, and tivr 
own. He does not call mankind to wit- 
neſs his acts of charity; as he is {-ntibic 
that many imperfeCtions cleave to him, 
which others may not be able to dien; 
he mourns theſe in the humility ©! 
ſoul, and is therefore unwilling that 
virtues ſhould be blazoned in every ee, 
while his faults lie concealed. —Fle dotli 
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by any counterfeit virtue, or a feigned 
{l{-enjoyment. — Hypocriſy is as hateful 
to his ſoul, as the moſt hideous deformity 
to his eye, —W hat ſatisfactions the good * 
man enjoys, are always the leſs known to 
the world, by how much the more ſincere 
they are in themſelves. — The joy that 
vents itſelf in noiſy mirth, is but the tu- 
multuous raviſhment of a moment; it is 
rather the diſeaſe of a yacant mind, than 
the ſign of a heart calmly ſerene and - 
happy. —There is in the righteous man, a 
goodly deportment, free from ſervile ſub- 
miſſion, baſe flattery, or arrogant pride. 
—He knows mankind ſufficiently to diſ- 
cover, that their approbation 1s not worth 
the expence of one ſingle vice though 
candid and tender, reſpecting the faults 
of others, he is ſevere in the ſentence he 
paſſes on himſelf —he does not make the 
ommon frailties of nature an excuſe for 
the commiſſion of vice, or an omiſſion of 
cuty-— he guards againſt every temptation, 
and thus is ever ready to oppoſe any that 
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preſent themſelves — he retires from the 
world to converſe with his Maker, and 
contemplate the ſupream happineſs he is 
formed capable of enjoying ; and from 
this divine communion with God, and 
himſelf, he brings back into the world 
a heart diſpoſed to obey the laws of his 
God, and devote all its powers to the pro- 
motion of virtue among men, — Falk tg 
him of the world, its profits, and plez- 
ſures — he knows its true intereſts well — 
he has the beſt ſtandard imaginable by 
which to judge of the world — it is this— 
to love none of its pleaſures, but in pro- 
portion to their duration, and dehire nv 
other of its emoluments, than what tue 
will authorize him to procure, and cnc. 
No man ever yet made a right eſtimate 
of this world, till he had learned projc!y 
to value the next — to underſtand cart), 
and its true intereſts aright, we ought to 
know ſomething of heaven, and our ite 
reſts there. Theſe are ſome of the |eac- 
ing characters of the man of wiſdom, 9 
religion, 
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; Ere we proceed in the inquiry where 
{ thi: {xn of wiſdom is to be found, it will 
$ h na_Hary to conſider, that, generally 
n ſbeah ing, the ſame cauſes in human life 
0 groduce like effects: that the ſame con- 
id ns and circumſtances form ſimilar 
1s characters. — For 1nftance— Riches and 
o- honours are generally accompanied with 
ta pride, diſdain, arrogance, and conceit, — 
A | fav generally, becauſe there ore exceptions 
— 40 this rule, — There are ſome to whom 
by theſe things do not prove curics by their 
— abuſc, but bleſſings, as they are made 
ro- the means of bleſſing others: but for the 
no moſt part, we are juſtihed when we ſay, 
tue mat in ſuch and ſuch conditions and cir- 
oy. cumſtances, men will ſo act, and be tg 
nate affected. 

erhy 

ith, Where then ſhall the man of wildem be 
+ t0 tound ? 
inte- 
ead- Lot in the cell of the viſionary and 
„ Vi hg. — Not that religion flies retire- 
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| 

| ment—No !—here all itz divine con. tres 

| tions are found, and its beſt comſorts je. fel! 

| iſhed. — Nor does it diſdain the world, a: am, 

qv if it were not made for enjoyment.— Let It 

| others ſeclude themſelves from the world, ey 
and dream over all its joys, till they (anſy ſho 
all is deluſion and unfubſtantial apnear. tue, 

| ance of good, and reject the various fl aur 

l vours of heaven with a ſullen diſdain, «nd wit 
counterfeit ſuperiority; the ſon of I 0 
takes his portion of bleſſing with + | drin 
ful heart, and an caſy gratitude: «: _ 
not caſt ſuch a reflection upon tha bea: 
of his benevolent Creator, as to {uppoſe non 
ſnares to his virtue are concealed in cen : 
bleſſing ; or that this world will ind“ G 
prevent him from practiſing thoſe rt thy 
that will fit him for the enjoyments «/ | ſtere 
future ſtate, — How can religion, a the 
lights to take up its abode in e mere 
panded breaſt of benevolence, find room porn! 
for its reception in the contracted ben <a 

c uch 


of ſelf-love? What! are we to live {or, 
and to ourſelves alone? — Are the (acres 


ſilt it 


SERMON XVIII. 242 


tes of humanity nothing? — Have our 
t{ow-creatures no claim upon our ex- 
ample, no demand upon our virtues ?-— 
[t is the part of cowardice to retire in- 
tircly from the world, for fear our virtue 
ſhould be overcome.-— Virtue is not vir- 
due, unleſs it be tried. —It is only the 
in{ubſtantial ſhadow of it, that is found 
within the walls of convents, and reli- 
vious houſes, as they are falſely called 
bring forth virtue and religion to the light 
—tiey will bear the penetrating beam of 
heaven itſelf— they fear no diſcovery, fort 
none can be made to their diſadvantage. 


Go thou puſillanimous wretch ! hide 
thy dejected head in ſome gloomy ſeque- 
{tered cell, and ſay the world is too broad 
a theatre, that the ſpectators are too nu- 
merous before whom thou art, by the ap- 
pointment of heaven, to perform thy al- 
lotted part ſay that it is ornamented with 
{uch plcaſing ſcenes that virtue cannot re- 
lilt its ſolicitations keep all thy ſolitary 
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virtues, if ſuch thete be, to thyſelf — deny 
mankind all thine aid— puniſh thr body, 
inſtead of ſubduing the irregular aftections 
of thy ſoul; and fee if al] this will kt 
thee for the aſſembly of ſaints, the com- 
pany of angels, the ſocial joys and triend- 
thip of happy ſpirits, who unite in thete 
ſolemn religious employments in heaven, 
Leet us quit the cell of the viſionaty an: 
recluſe, ſince here the man of wiſdom 1: 


not to be found. And, 
II. Seek for him abroad in the 


Perhaps we ſhall ſcarcely fin, 
where his example would be of the im»: 
ſovereign advantage; I mean in he 
of princes, and palaces of kings - 
gion has ſeldom found an hearty Was 
come, or kind reception here. WH 
its introducer HUMILITY I- Where 
tendants INNOCENCE, and sur? 


-— All here is pageantry and ſhew. — . 
are taken up with ambitious views ; 4l- 


ſmil. 
tg di 
us n 


and 


infec 


an. 


SERMON XVIII. 245 


their minds are diſtracted by emulation 
and pride. The baſeſt deſigns, the moſt 
contemptible hypocriſy, poſſeſs their hearts, 
and cover over the moſt fraudulent inten- 
tions, This world is all that is carneſtly 
defred, and therefore it is purſued at the 
expence of innocence, fidelity, honour, 
and integrity. — Men here engage in thoſe 
vain amuſements that unfit them for any 
exalted virtue. Men who live upon the 
ſmiles of princes, have but little ambition 
o deſerve the approbation of God. Let 
vs not ſeek for divine wiſdom, where vice 
and folly range it at large, and in an air 
intectious to virtue, probity, and honour, 
—dhall we, like Solomon, 


III. Go in queſt of happineſs reſulting 
from religion, among the Jicentzous and 
tae gay? —Fruitleſs here will be our re- 
leurch, — Aſk you for tais wiſdom, they 
hardly know Its name — they will either 
atmpt to ſmile you into contempt, or 


— 
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religion into diſcredit. — How ſhall terigy; 
thought and impartial recolleCtion be found, 
where all is diflipation ? — Will you teek 
for the refined ſatisfactions of the ſoul, 
where the groſſer pleaſures of the bod) 
employ all the attention? — This mad 
carcer of folly, wiſdom's cautious feet 
will never tread-—ſhe is too wiſe * (rf 
all to one dreadful hazard, or to ri{yuc 
future happineſs for preſent enjoyment. —- 
Ye bold adventurers for pleafure, tro: 
again and again the circle of ſenſual de. 
light — you will return to the ſame point 
irom which you at firſt ſet out—at length 
fatigued, you will remit your ardent toil, 
and when you cannot overtake happiness, 
diſappointment and remorſe will hav: 
overtaken you. But the fon of wiſdom Ha 
wall ſurely, becauſe he walketh uprightly— 
far from theſe paths, his feet ſha!! be 
found, for he ſhall be directed by wifdom 
herſelf, whoſe paths alone are paths of Pla. 
Jantneſs, and peace. But 
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IV. Will riches purchaſe for man the 
jneſtimable treaſure, wiſdom ?— Alas] no 
it cannot be valued with the geld of Opry — 
the gold and the chryſtal cannot equal it; the 
exchange thereaf ſhall not be for jewels of gold. 
The man of wiſdom was never yet found 
amid{t thoſe ſolicitudes, cares and anxie- 
ties, that attend the undue attachment to 
the riches of this world ; the immediate 
tendency of which is, to make the mind 
ordid and baſez to ſhut up the tender 
bowels of humanity and compaſſion ; to 
render us careleſs of what others may feel, 
and ungrateful to heaven to whom we are 
;ndebted for all we enjoy. If this be the 
caſe, the inquiry ſtill remains, where ſhal! 
the man of wiſdom be found? What! wil! 
no condition or circumitances befriend his 
improvements !? — Will carth afford him 
no reſidence! — Temptations ever await 
us, be our condition in life what it will; 
and it is our happineſs to diſcharge our 
duty amidit as few as poſſible : and it 15 


moſt probable, that we ſhall find the good 
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man in a ſituation where thelc d »-4 
plentifully abound. We therefſo:- ©, 
not ſeek for the fon of wiſdom ww; + 
men have loſt all ſentiments f . 
nity, in falſe ambition; and al} thc =; 
nocence in the embrace of world pla. 
ſure; and all their generoſity, bn". 
lence, and juſtice, in a ſordid attachment 
to riches, We muſt not expect % 
wiſdom where human nature is falle ey. 
alted, or meanly debaſed. — Ama (he 
larger aſſociations of mankind, bauch, 
and pleaſures of every kind, claim 19 
much of their time, and attention. — H. 
tire a little from the world. — You 1:15 Go 
this, the more probably to meet with i 
man who is at full liberty to prepai- 
ſelf for the viſitation of wiſdom, — 

will find him perhaps in ſome hapny! abode 
where the courtier, the licentious 2": i 
gay, would pity a fellow mortal!!! 
from pleaſure and worldly honour ; bi 
where, amidſt temptations ſufficient to ti 
and ſtamp his virtue with merit, 12 
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of wiſdom enjoys the ineſtimable treaſure 
of a good conſcience, reſulting from the 
faithful diſcharge of duty towards God, 
and man.— He moves, 'tis true, in a ſmall 
{phere, but he enlightens all around him. 
—Others he ſees made better by his ex- 
ample ; and his virtues diffuſe their happy 
influences among thoſe who are bleſſed in 
his acquaintance, — His heart is uncor- 
rupted by the pleaſures of the world—he 
has preſerved his innocence, though he 
has not been altogether remote from tempt- 
ation—he does not purſue this world with 
ſuch an avidity, as ever breaks in upon 
his attention to the next—his ſoul is not 
curſed with the defire of riches—his wants 
are made few by temperance, and he is 
grateful, becauſe he properly enjoys the 
ſavours of heaven—he treads the path of 
life ſerene, and compoſed ; unanxious of 
any evil but what might ariſe from his own 
faults—he looks upon all other misfor- 
tunes, as opportunities afforded by heaven 
to make him perfect in every good word, and 
Vol. II. R 
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work. — This is the ſon of wiſdom, and 
his reſidence the place of underſtanding, 
Let us pray for his portion, and imitate 
his virtues, 


Now to the only wiſe, living, and true 
God, the Father of all created intel! 
cences, the ſupport of univerſal nature, 
the original cauſe of all being, and the 
ſource of all happineſs, be aſcribed 21 
honour, and glory, majeſty ſupream, power: 
unrivalled, and praiſes everlaſting, Amen. 


24, 00 62 


THE EN n. 


240 SERMON RXvi1y 


work, —— This is the fon of wiſdom, - 
his reſidence che place of underſts; 4: 
Let us Pay or his Pochon und nal ate 
his virtucs. 


Now to the only wife, living, 1d t. 
Jod, the Father of all created in-! 
ences, the ſupport of univerſal nt - 
the original cauſe of all bn, 
fourcc of all happineſs, be -tcribed 
mOnomum! 5 and glory, majeſty ſupream, TIT 
untivalled, and praites everiatticg, 


